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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY 



REPORT 



Publication of this report is ou fhorised by d»e Socrotory under the previsions of Ait Novigotion Regulations 283 (1) 



Reference No. 

V116/783/1047 



1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE 





Height o.m.s.l. 


Oat* 


Time (Local) 


Zonm 


Not known 


- 


21.10.78 


Not known 


EST 



2. THE AIRCRAFT 



Moke ond Medal 

Cessna 182L 


Registration Certificate of Airworthiness 

VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968 


Cemlicote of Registration issued to 

Cephus Day, 

33 Reserve Road, 
Beaumauris , Victoria 


Operator 

SAS Southern Air Services, 
Northern Avenue, 

Moorabbin Airport, Victoria 


Degree el damage to aircraft 

Not known 


Other property damaged 


Defects discovered 



3. THE FLIGHT 



Lest or intended departure point 


T ims of departure 


Neat paint of intended lending 


Purpose of flight 


Class of operation 


Moorabbin 


1819 hours 


King Island 


Travel 


Private 



4. THE CREW 



Nome 


Status 


Age 


Class ef licence 


Hours on type 


Total hours 


Degree of in|ury 


Frederick VALENTI CH 


Pilot 


20 


Private 


Not 

known 


150 

(Approx.) 


Presumed Fatal 



5. OTHER PERSONS (All pttttwgtfi ond prtowt injured on ground) 



Nome 


Status 


Degree of iniuty 


Nemo 


Status 


Degree of m|ury . 


L 













6. RELEVANT EVENTS 



The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised 
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange- 
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer 
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours. After 
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU). 

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft 
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded 
from this time*. (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.) 



TIME 


FROM 


TEXT 


1906:14 


VH-DSJ 

t I 


MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known 
traffic below five thousand 


:23 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic ' 


:26 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 
five thousand 







6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont’d) 



TIME 


FROM 


i 

TEXT 


:46 


FSU 


D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 


:50 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 


1907:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:32 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 


:47 


VH-DSJ 


er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 


1908:18 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE it’s approaching now from due east towards me 


:28 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:42 




// open microphone for two seconds // 


:49 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he’s playing some sort of game he’s 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 


1909:02 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 


:06 


VH-DSJ 


my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 


:11 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 


:14 


VH-DSJ 


affirmative 


:18 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 


:28 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone 
for two seconds // 


:46 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 


1909:52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it’s a long shape // open microphone 
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open 
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne 


1910:07 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be 


:20 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it’s stationary what I’m 
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it’s got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it’s all shiny (on) the outside 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 




:48 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it*s just vanished 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 




1911:03 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft Pve got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 


:08 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 


:14 


VH-DSJ 


SAY AGAIN 




:17 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 




:23 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it f s ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now) 
approaching from the southwest 


:37 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 




: 52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling Pve got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 


1912:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 




:09 


VH-DSJ 


my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and 
it* s not an aircraft 


:22 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 




:28 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone // 


:49 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 






There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 




Tlie weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours. 


The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An 
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found. 


7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 


The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 


Approved tot 
publication 


il j (A.R. Woodward) 

’ • Delegate of tho Secretory 
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aircraft accident investigation summary report 


V116/783/1047 


Puklicstitn of this report it outhorlaed by Socrotory under tho provision* of Air Novigotion Regulation* 283 (1) 





1 LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE 





a.m.t.l. 


Dote 


T i me (Local) 


Zone 


Not known 


- 


21.10.78 


Not known 


EST 



2. THE AIRCRAFT 



Moke end Model 

Cessna 182L 


Registration Certificate of Airworthiness 

VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968 


Co»fi<ote of Registration n»ued *o 

Cephus Day, 

33 Reserve Road, 
Beaumauris , Victoria 


Oporetor 

SAS Southern Air Services, 
Northern Avenue, 

Moorabbin Airport, Victoria 


Def roe of domoge to oircroft 

Not known 


Othor property damaged 


Defocts discovered 



3. THE FLIGHT 



Lest or intended departure point 


T me of departure 


Neat point of intended lending 


Pur peso of flight 


Closs of oporotion 


Moorabbin 


1819 hours 


King Island 


Travel 


Private 



4. THE CREW 



Homo 


Stotus 


Ago 


Clots of licence 


Hours on typo 


Total hours 


Dogroo of m|ury 


Frederick VALENTI CH 


Pilot 


20 


Private 


Not 

known 


150 

(Approx.) 


Presumed Fatal 



S. OTHER PERSONS (AH pMtfngfg and prtotit injured on ground) 



Nome 


Status 


Degree of in|ury 


Nome 


Status 


Degree of in|ury . 


L A 













6. RELEVANT EVENTS 



The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised 
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange- 
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer 
and the operators representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours. After 
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU). 

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft 
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded 
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.) 

TIME FROM TEXT 



1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known 

traffic below five thousand 

:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic ' 

:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 

five thousand 



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont’d) 



TIME 


FROM 


1 

TEXT 


:46 


FSU 


D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 


:50 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 


1907:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:32 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 


:47 


VH-DSJ 


er unknown due to the speed it f s travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 


1908:18 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE it’s approaching now from due east towards me 


:28 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:42 




// open microphone for two seconds // 


:49 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 


1909:02 


' FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 


:06 


VH-DSJ 


my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 


:11 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 


:14 


VH-DSJ 


affirmative 


:18 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 


:28 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone 
for two seconds // 


:46 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 


1909:52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it’s flying past it's a long shape // open microphone 
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open 
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne 


1910:07 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be 


:20 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it’s stationary what I’m 
doing right now ia orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it’s got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 



TIME 


FROM 


TEXT 


:48 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


1911:03 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft Fve got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 


:08 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 


: 14 


VH-DSJ 


SAY AGAIN 


:17 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 


:23 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now) 
approaching from the southwest 


: 37 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 


1912:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 


:09 


VH-DSJ 


my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and 
it’ s not an aircraft 


:22 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:28 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone // 


:49 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 



There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 



The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours. 



The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An 
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found. 



7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 



The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 



i) 



Approved to* 
publ*(0'*on 






(A.R. Woodward) 

Dalagot* of th« Sacratory 



Dote 



27.4.1982 






NATIONAL 

ARCHIVES 



DO NOT OPEN 



This acid free mask contains ....Q'.ST.&tt,... folios 
with the date range . ...ftzs.-mi 

The contents of the mask are: 

□ Exempt from public access under paragraph(s) 

of the Archives Act 1983. 

You have a statutory right to seek a review of 
the exemption. 




Not in the open period as defined by the 
Archives Act 1983. 



□ Withheld pending agency advice 





A 

/ 





tzc 




The Superintendent 

Bureau of Air Safety Investigation 

Box 1733P, GPO 

MELBOURNE, VIC 3001 



Department of Defence 



RAN Research Laboratory 

New Beach Road, Edgecliff, New South Wales 
P.O. Box 706 Darlinghurst N.S.W. 2010 
Telegrams : RAN RL. Telex : 27142 
DNAFT No: 8-23-3940. Vocadex : (02) 32 9254 
Telephone : (02) 32 221 1 or 32 9251 



14 Oct 83 



FOLIO 

Rcd 2 1 OCT 1983 
file 



Dear Sir, 



DRIFT OF MARINE WRECKAGE 



I refer to your letter V116/783/104? dated 6 July 1983 
where you discuss aircraft parts washed ashore on Flinders Island. 
Examination of our records of near bottom currents at the Kingfish B 
site (38 36' S, 148 11' E) showed unusually large currents on Julian 

day 81, 1983 (that resulted from a storm) and again on Julian day 96. 

The bottom currents on day 96 exceeded 0.5m/s when the flow was in an 
easterly direction (to the east). Such large currents constitute an 
unusual event. Our results are stored as 17 minutes averages and only 
2 in 1000 exceed 0.5m/s. « 

Thus it would seem reasonable to speculate that the storm on 
day 96 induced large bottom currents over much of eastern Bass Strait 
and moved your aircraft parts towards Flinders Island. More usual 
currents could then have completed the process of washing the components 
ashore . 



If I can be of any further assistance please feel free to 
contact me on (02) 322211. 






Yours faithfully. 




Lx aLo^- 4 ^4. 

guV *• X L Jr; 



PK (IAN JONES) 

Ocean Sciences Division 
RAN Research Laboratory 
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JCSsJB 

6.7.85 




DR I.S.F. JONES 

R.A.N. RESEARCH LABORATORY 

P.O. BOX 70 6 

DARLINGHURST NSW 2010 



Recently a piece of an aircraft was found washed ashore on the 
west coast of Flinders Island (Tas) . It was found on the beach at Parry's Bay, 
opposite the northern end of Flinders Island Aerodrome. The date of finding 
was 15 Hay 1985» and there is reason to believe the piece had not been on the 
beach more than a few days. 

The part has been identified as having come from a Cessna 182 
aircraft between a certain range of serial numbers. The part is an engine 
cowl flap, for tne control of airflow over the engine. It is 300mm long by 
210mm wide, and 40nxn at its deepest point. It had two side panels when first 
found. The piece was once white (acrylic paint), and is made of aluminium 
composition, now greatly eroded. The operating bolt, of steel, while heavily 
corroded, appears to have failed on impact or in flight (i.e. not by corrosion). 

A Cessna 182 aircraft on a flight from Iloorabbin to King Island last 
reported position at Cape Otway, Victoria, at 1900 hours EST on 21 October 1978. 
The serial number of this aircraft falls within the range of serial numbers 
applicable to the part found. 

From previous knowledge of aircraft parts "walking" across the floor 
of tidal lakes and rivers, it is wondered if such a piece as described could 
travel from an area between Cape Otway and the northern tip of King Island, or 
from a position near the described area, under the influence of ocean currents. 

Y/hile it is not unknown for the cowl flap to separate from the aircraft 
in flight, to our knowledge there have been no recent cases in the Victoria/ 
Tasmania area, and no wreckage of aircraft have been dumped at sea to our 
knowledge, nor are other Cessna aircraft missing in the waters of Bass Strait. 

Any information you could pass concerning the likelihood of this 
particular item being able to "travel", over a period of dose to 5 years, 
would be a step toward solving the mystery of the disappearance of this aircraft 
and its sole occupant, and^aid to its location. 

Please do not hesitate to call to discuss the matter. Attaohed 
please find a map showing the area of finding and two photographs of the item. 



- 6 JUL 1983 
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108 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
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Melbourne, 3001 
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662 2455 
Telex 30260 
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108 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
G.P.O. Box 1733P 
Melbourne, 3001 
Telephone 687 2365 
662 2455 
Telex 30260 
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Axe girl 



report 
{ ‘wrong' 



CANBERRA — Reports 
of an Australian woman 
found hacked to death 
-In the South Indian 
coastal resort of Goa 
are wrong, a Foreign 
Affairs Department 
spokesman says. 

The spokesman said 
yeste rday the dead 
•woman, whose name 
was given as Rouden 
Filian, carried an Ar- 
menian* passport. 

De said Austrailan 
‘consular Officials in 
, Bombay had spoken 
to police in Ooa who- 
had confirmed the wo- 
man was not Austral- 
ian/ K 

The woman, reported 
to have been a yoga 
teacher, was found dead 
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'UFO plane photos' 



MR GUIDO VALEN- 
TICH is upset that 
two men, who claim 
to have photographs 
of his missing son's 
plane, want to sell 
them for $10,000.. 



upset father 



-LiiJ 1 - 



• MR VALENTICH 



Frederick Valentich, • 
. then 20. disappeared on 
October 21, 1978, while 

flying a blue and white, 



Br JOHN BEVERIDGE./ 

B^| e et n r!rf ed Ce “ n *-' in hid 

±Jasa Strait. <r offered to sell him the 

A _radlo message from Photos ana the plane’s 
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Cain backs MP 



dam 



the man soon before he ‘ position, 
disappeared mentioned He said th™ ,-anfari 

strange metallic objects ' large sum" fo/ the 

tery. Mr Cameron said the 

Mr Valentich said yes- P,! 1010 * *erc clear and 
t£rday: “It is disappoint— £^° wed an empty * cock 
ing that these people try P’'*" I 

to sell such things when* 



~ ““V.. Wilt 

they haven’t got the dig _____ ■ 

tcr-ln one piece,** he said*. 



The plane was a little 
bit twisted, but it’s still 



hity or. the ^courtesy 

fg®® along and - show - "Once we get’a line down' 
them to me. to it we will be able to 

"It Indicates they are - 11 to the surface in 

xn rnM-hoa n.*... half n. Hnv '• 



at a hippy commune in 
the north of the former 



.Portuguese enclave. 

Her dismembered- 
body was found with 
those of a Frenchman 
and an Indian. 

A report out of New 
• Delhi said police were- 
wanting, to Interview a 
French ^national about i 
► the deaths. 



TIIE Premier, Mr Cain, 
yesterday backed the Vic- 
torlan Labor MLA • who I 

was arrested at the » 

I\ ra tV«w^^H r blockade to whlch 0U3r used the 
ai me weekend. , , v , conventional political pro- 

He said Mr David Gray .cess. 

of a *"aTe^large h number tr/ 1 ^ mUt/'Mr’orav re- 1 f “ ld ' lie “ r Y d ' thaY they 

mms* q&E arr 

"n^Svement w.rSWMott Fr^k^en^i^ 

expected to appear • in a legitimate expression of — — - “ lvage 



half a day. 

Mr Cameron. 



m like the 

family, believes 
'as Involved in 



court today. •;% opinion. 

' 2 M r Cain said politicians “Public participation In 
had to decide the extent things of this kind is a 
to which they sought to very val'd exercise of a 
express their views by dir- member of Parliament’s 
ect action and the extent functions,” Mr Cain said/* 
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is a snap. 



Its the K pdal ^ Double Chance Summer Sweep. 

uuti l? P u ' V ° ur snaps are P roc «sed 
by Kodak Labs* tyith yodr prints will be a scaled 

ticket With 2 chances to wirt one of over 7000 
instant nnd major prizes. 

are Yoxir Kodak Double Chance 
bummer Sweepstakes tickets. Close* 5/3/83* 
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BEACH BABY QUEST 



PRIZE LIST 

GRAND WINNER: $2000 In 
’• prizes, consisting oi $300 cash 
r-and $1700 worth of 
Nursery Furniture. 

•or 



1 Steeicraft 



Present coupon 



5 WEEKLY WINNERS — ' 
EACH: $120 value, consisting 

S3D en.l, Ml... . e. »r 




BARW0N HEADS 



Camping 
toll ‘out’ . 



SUMMER visitors to the 
Mornlngton Peninsula 
will not pay a toll to the 
local council, the acting 
Local Government Minis- 
ter, Mr Roper, has said. 



BUY DIRECT FROM FACTORY OUTLETS 
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In reply quote: 



108 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
GP.O. Box 1733P 
Melbourne, 3001 
Telephone 687 2365 
882 2455 
Telex 30280 
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find riddle 
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rede rick Valentich 
, . vanished. 



* * 



FREDERICK VALENTOHFI.tt.r.Gj.M.^ •£»«• » *'" eh 



Uera/d /s/tz/sz ((? 



Sinclair 'too ill 



By BILL HITCHINGS 

A group of Melbourne business- 
men tay they are only weeks away 
from finding the wreckage of the 
mysterious Valentich plane. 

They say it is among four light 
planes lying in a boomerang pattern 
on the ocean bed just off Cape Otway. 

Remarkably, they are i 
all within a relatively 
short distance of each 
other/* t h e group s 
spokesman, Mr Ron 
Cameron, said today. 

“A strong swimmer 
could swim over the spots 
where all four of them are 
sunk.** 

Mr Cameron, an Inde- 
pendent film producer, of 
8pnngvale, and the others 
plan a salvage operation 

«or1v nPTt r*ar 



Melbourne 
misses 
e water 



for Thai court 



William Charles Sinclair, 69, was "too old and too 
*fcck" to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an 
appeal against him, a relative said today. 



Thailand’s Supreme 
foiled a 



Rainiers' 



prison 

life 




Princess Stephanie 



T MONTE CARLO, Tue*., AAP. — Prin- 



cest Grace'* family ended official mourning 
today "like prisoner*" in their castle, hound- 
ed by photographer*. 



“They can’t even ijfor 
a walk," 



spokeswoman 
' Lacoste said 




no physical complications, 
Mrs Lacoste said. .By 
January she is expected 
* nble to remove a 
ce she has worn 









Court last night , 

warrant for the arrest of 
Sinclair after he failed to 
appear before the court 
to face the appeal decis- 
ion. 

The court also ordered 
that his $42,000 bail be 
forfeited. 

Sinclair, a former Syd- 
ney businessman, was ar- 
rested in Bangkok In 
October. 1*7* with two 
fellow Australians. Paul 
Hayward and Warren Pel- 
lows. and charged with 

ley were convicted In 
. 1081. Sinclair and 
)WB were sentenced to 
**n’ jail and Hayward 
ears. 

r .Sinclair, who al- 
t protested his mno- 
e. was later found not 
? on appeal and re- 
nt from the Thai 
in In May. 
le prosecution ap- 
;d. 

ie relative said Mr 
loir’s condition was 



The raising of the 
planes — particularly the 
one they believe belonged 
to pilot Frederick Valen- 
tich — will form part of 
a documentary film. 

A Japanese television 
company is interested in 
financing at least part of 
the operation and the 
film. 

“It will be costly, but 
we are convinced it will 
be worthwhile and very 
revealing/* Mr Cameron 
said. 

He said the other mem- 
bers of the group wanted 
to remain anonymous for 
the time being. 

And, he said, he. would 
not reveal the exact 
where about* of the 
wrecks until the salvage 
operation was underway. 

“We believe what Is 
there is extremely valu- 
able." he said. 



MONEY 



he guy’s 70 next 
iday, he’s had a heart 
dc and a stroke all 

ie past five years, he’s 
5 deaf and he’s just 
• four years in a Thai 
>n/* he said. 



Mr Valentich has tra- 
velled from his Avondale 
Height* home, to Cape 
Otway every year since 
his 20-year-old son dis- 
appeared on October 21, 



FAILED 



ter Mr Sinclair failed 
ppear at the appeal 



target 



M t I b e urnt has 
missed it* target for 
water consumption. 



“We have to raise 
money for the job, 
we don’t want anyone else 
getting to, it before us.** 
Mr Cameron said the 
Department of Transport 
r had been ->told of their 
plans. ' Uvc 
Discussions also had 
been held with Frederick 
Valentich’* father. Ouido. 



A Board of Works 
spokesman said today 
that Melbourne used 1126 
megalitres yesterday — 
26 above the target. 

The Board booked 143 
water cheats. 

This brings the total 
number of people being 
investigated for alleged 
breaches of restrictions to 
1404. 

A Board spokesman 
said people were still 
being caught for using 
hoses outside the permit- 
ted hours and some were 
being nabbed for hosing 
buildings, driveways sna 
footpaths during permit- 
ted hours. .^v . 

Under the restrictions 
introduced on December 
1 private gardens may be 
watered only with a I 
hand-held hose between 
7 pm. and * p m. 

Buckets and watering 
cans may be used any 

' Cbmmercial ^premises 
are allowed to u fe hand, 
held hoses from W ajn; to ■ 
10 ajn. 



Melbourne had early 
morning thunderstorms 



and scattered showers to- 
day but the Bo «rd 

spokesman said this was 
unligSly to make any 
difference. ‘I v 



Mr Valentich and his 
family believe Frederick 
was attacked and captur- 
ed by alien beings in a 
UFO. 

Between 7.06 p.m. and 
7.12 pm. young Frederick 
Valentich sparke^ ^^^ 



Hit -man 



guilty 






FREDERICK VALENTICH s f.ther. fiuMo /. *5 M. * trumm 8 «.tu 
,Kt Of Bass Strait for his son. 



Sinclair 'too ill 
for Thai court' 

$ William Charles Sinclair, 69, was "too old and too 
Ifack' 



. 



▼ ilium wnaries jmciair, w *» 1VW L 

to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an 
appeal against him, a relative said today. 






Thailand's Supreme 
_ourt last night issued a 
warrant for the arrest of 



? 



Rainiers 

'prison 

life 




Princess Stephanie 

MONTE CARLO, Tues., AAP. — 
cess Grace's family ended official mourning 
today "like prisoner*" in their castle, hound- 
ed by photographers. 

“The 



a wa 



>y can't even go for 
,1k," spokeswoman 
said 




Sinclair after he failed to 
appear before the court 
to face the appeal decis- 
ion. ^ • 

The court also ordered 
that his $42,000 bail be 
forfeited. 

Sinclair, a former Syd- 
ney businessman, was ar- 
rested in Bangkok in 
October. 1078 with two 
fellow Australians. Paul 
Hayward and Warren Fel- 
lows. and charged with 

• A AT 
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. 1981 . 



no physical complications, 
Mrs Lacoste said. .By 
January she is expected 
Me to remove a. 




were convicted in 
981. Sinclair and 
)ws were sentenced to 
•aw' jail and Hayward 
ears. 

r .Sinclair, who al- 
i protested his inno- 
e. was later found not 
y on appeal and re- 
jd from the Thai 
m In May. 
le prosecution ap- 
5d. 

le relative said Mr 
*r* condition was 

he guy’s 70 next 
uday. he's nad a heart 
tk and a stroke all 
le past five years, he's 

• deaf and he’s just 
! four years in a Thai 
»n.” he said. 

FAILED 

ter Mr Sinclair failed 
ppear at the appeal 
ing the judge said a 
ant would be sent to 
Thai Embassy in 
>erra for appropriate 
F action to be taken 
ustralia. 

* judge said he was 
tins the arrest be- 
e Sinclair “has the 
tUon of fleeing" from 

Justice. 

it the relative, who 
today to be nam- 
ald Sinclair .was not 
led about the threat 
tradition. 

egal procedures 
d seem to rule out 
ever being extra- 
l^* he said. 

while a book wrlt- 
Sinclair, “Kingdom 
rions " was released 

he claims he was 
.ictim of corrupt 
ijofficlals and over- 
nil Australian law 
-cement officers on 
3 he was certain was 
“determined witch- 

[?• i claims he was 
in a “web of de- 
and corruption, 
no escape." 



>TED 



ip the British -ruled 
nee and on the Brit- 
igfnland. . 

t “both sides of the 
tt, with the Irish Re- 
c r police hunted a 
they believe is mas- 
inding an INLA on- 

DOrts and ports were 
g Watched In a bid to 
)ff any new bombing 
assassination cam- 

l in, British cities. 



Cameron, said today. 

“A strong swimmer 
could swim over the spots 
where all four of them are 
sunk." 

Mr Cameron, an inde- 
pendent film producer, of 
Springvale, and the others 
plan a salvage operation 
early next year. 

The raising of the 
planes — particularly the 
one they believe belonged 
to pilot Frederick Valen- 
tich — will form part of 
a documentary film. 

A Japanese television 
company is interested in 
financing at least part of 
the operation and the 
film. 

"It will be costly, but 
we are convinced it will 
be worthwhile and very 
revealing" MY Cameron 
said. 

He said the other mem- 
bers of the group wanted 
to remain anonymous for 
the time being. 

And. he said. he. would 
not reveal the exact 
where a b o u t s of the 
wrecks until the salvage 
operation waa underway. 

“We believe what is 
there is extremely valu- 
able," he said. 

MONEY 

“We have to raise 
money for the Job, and 
we don’t want anyone else 
getting to. it before us." 

Mr Cameron said the 
Department of Transport 
"had been Hold of their 
plans. V 

Discussions also had 
been held with Frederick 
Valentich's father. Guido. 

Mr Valentlch has tra- 
velled from his Avondale 
Heights home, to Cape 
Otway every year since 
his 20 -year-old son dis- 
appeared on October 21. 

Mr Valentich and his 
family believe Frederick 
was attacked and captur- 
ed by alien beings in a 
UFO. 

Between 7.06 p.m. and 
7.12 pjn. young Frederick 
Valentich sparked one of 
the world’s greatest avi- 
ation mysteries with a 
short radio message just 
before he vanished. 

He told of strange met- 
aJlic objects hovering 
over him. orbiting and 
following him. 

Outside official Gov- 
ernment investigators, Mr 
Valentich is the only per- 
son to have been allowed 
to listen to that message. 



PILOT 



The Department of 
Transoort and NASA 
officials have investigated 
the disappearance. 

The report saya the 
young pilot's blue and 
white single - engined 
Cessna crashed and sank 
somewhere in Bass Strait. 

Mr Cameron said de- 
tailed charts were now 
being drawn up by a local 
seaman who said he had 
seen the planes. 

The seaman would navi- 
gate the boat to be used 
for the salvage operation. 

“We don’t know yet 
exactly how deep the 
planes are in the water, 
but I understand we will 
have to use a diving bell " 
Mr Cameron said. 

He said he also had 
seen photographs said to 
have been taken of the 
planes. 

They were now in 
America. 

One, according to the 
man said to have taken 
them, had the same 
markings and color of 
the Valentich Cessna. 

The doors were said to 
be closed, and no body 
could be seen inside the 
cockpit. 




misses 
water 
target 

M « I b o urn# ha* 
misted it* target for] 
water consumption. 

A Board of Works 
spokesman said today I 
that Melbourne used 1126 fl 
megalitres yesterday — 

26 above the target. 

The Board booked 143 f 
water cheats. 

This brings the total 
number of people being 
investigated for alleged 
breaches of restrictions to | 
1404. 

A Board spokesman I 
said people were still 
being caught for using [ 

hoses outside the permit- 1 
ted hours and some were! 
being nabbed for hosing I 
buildings, driveways and 
footpaths during permit- 
ted hours. 

Under the restrictions II 
introduced on December 
1 private gardens may be 
watered only with a] 
hand-held hose between 
7 pm. and 8 p.m. 

Buckets and watering 
cans may be used any 

Commercial * nrem i ses I 
are allowed to W hand f 
held hoses from ft a m.' to 
10 am. 

Melbourne had earlv ! 
morning' thunderstorms 
and scattered showers to- J 
day but the Bopt-h 
spokesman said this was 
unlHfer to make any 
difference. v 1 

Hit - man 
guilty 
of judge 
murder 

From BOB Mac DONALD | 

NEW YORK, W#d. 
— Convicted hit- man 
Charles Harrelson 
was found guilty to- 
day of the murder of 
"Maximum John/* 

“Maximum John" was 
Texan Judge John Wood, 
who earned the nickname 
for his record of tough 
sentences in drug cases. 

A jury agreed that 
Harrelson took $250,000 
to shoot the judge for 
gambler Jimmy Chagra. 
who was facing trial be- 
fore Judge Wood on drug 
charges. 

Harrelson, 44. who al- 
legedly boasted that he 
“never killed a person 
wno was undeserving of 
it," showed no emotion at 
the verdict which could 
carry two life sentences. 

He plans to appeal and 
told reporters: “This is! 
just a necessary step in 
the progression of things.” 

WIFE 

His wile. Jo Ann Starr, 
41. and Chagras wife. 
Elizabeth, 28. were found 
guilty of conspiracy. 

Chagra, 39, already ser- 
ving 30 years for drug 
offences faces a separate 
trial for the murder. 

His brother, Joseph, 39, 
a lawyer who mostly rep- 
resented defendants in big 
drug cases, had previous- 
ly pleaded guilty to a 
charge of conspiracy and 
testified for the Govern- 
ment against Harrelson. 

The shooting of Judge 
Wood on May 29, 1979. 

wqc the murd'*** r>f n 
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BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION 

MELBOURNE FIELD OFFICE 

MINUTE 



VI 16/823/1 047 




NOTE FOR FILE 



Mr Guido Valentich (GMH, Tel. 647 2343) telephoned 0900 15/12/82 
to advise that a Mr Ronald Cameron a freelance cameramen, of 7 Roulston Court, 
Noble Park telephone 795 0536* had spoken to him. 

2 The subject was the identification and raising of Cl 82 VH-DSJ, in 
which Mr Valentich' s son went missing in October 1978* The cameraman claimed 
to Mr Valentich "they" had pinpointed three aircraft wrecks "in the area" 

- presumably between Cape Otway and King Island - about 5 miles apart. "They" 
intended to identify which aircraft was DSJ and to raise it, having obtained a 
salvage licence, as all the aircraft were a "certain distance away from the coast". 

3 Apparently a story will appear in the Herald tonight or tomorrow night 
containing speculation that the aircraft had $300,000 on board* Possibly the idea 
of the article was to obtain sponsorship for the lifting project. 

4 Mr Valentich was concerned that the stories might be too distorted and 
cause him concern. 

5 He claimed he wanted to know the true cause of the accident. 

6 I advised Mr Valentich L would "think" on the matter and call him in a 
day or so. - V V K '^*m> j //tyj ^ 

7 Central Office/ Woodward) and R.D. advised of reports. 




15.12.82 



DA. 2529 



JCSsJDV 

12/5/82 




V1 1 6/f85/l 047 



Dear Sir, 



Djcn-rviED 

DATE U >• /’•’ OHED 

1 14 MAY 1982 ■ 

l PROCEDURE Qf\ 



Attached please find an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary 
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aircraft VII-DSJ, which 
was being operated by your oompany on the night of the disappearance. 

As per normal procedure, a copy of the report has been given to 
the owner of the aircraft, the Coroner, and to the next of kin of the pilot. 



Yours faithfully, 




• . _ 
for DIRECTOR 



HIE MANAGER 
SOUTHERN AIR SERVICES 
NORTHERN AVENUE 
K00RABBIH AIRPORT VIC 3192 



MINUTE 
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JCSsJDV 

12 / 5/82 




V1 16/783/1 047 



Bear Six, 



DATE DESPATCHED 

1 A MW 

PROCEDURE Qfl) 



Please find attached an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary 
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L airoraft VH-DSJ, when 
piloted by Mr Frederick Valentich, on the night of 21 October 1976. 

As per normal procedure, a copy of the report has been given to 
the airoraft owner, and operator, and to the father of the missing pilot. 



Yours faithfully. 




THE CORONER 
CORONER* S COURT 
FLINDERS LANE EXTENSION 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 




1(0 



JCSjJDV 

12/5/82 



V1 16/783/1 047 




DAT! dLSPATCHED 



1 4 ' M 

PROCEDURE 0^ 



Bear Dr Day, 



Please find attached an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary 
Deport, touching on the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aircraft VH-DSJ, of 
will oh you were the registered owner at the time of the disappearance. 

Copies of the report ore being made available to the operator, 
the Coroner, and the father of the pilot, as per normal procedure. 



Yours faithfully, 




j/$r 0i_En;cQpe^' 

for DIRECTOR 



DR C. DAY 
33 RESERVE ROAD 
BEAUMARIS VIC 3193 



JCSsJDV 

12/5/82 



V116A83/1047 



Dear Mr Valentich, 



3^livered[ ^ l\ 









ck> fK| 



^•^£cscut>. 

J&SC. 



Please find attached an Aircraft Accident Investigation Stannary 
Report, covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L airoraft, VH-DSJ which 
your son was piloting at the time. 

Copies of the report are being made available to the operator, 
the owner of the airoraft, and to the Coroner, as per normal procedure* 



Yours faithfully. 




for DIRECTOR 



MR G. VALENTICH 
18 AHVEHK AVENUE 
AVONDALE HEIGHTS VIC 3034 



OK 



MINUTE 




Ref Ml 16/783/1047 



-Sf? 



RECEiVED 



1 1 MAY 1982 



AS18 V/T 



JSlf^ 



Director, Vic-Tas Region 



ACCIDENT INVOLVING MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ 
ON 21 OCTOBER 1978 



Arising from the investigation of this occurrence, 
an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report has 
been produced and approved for release. Copies of the 
Summary Report are attached and should be provided to 
the aircraft owner, the operator, the father of the 
missing pilot and the Coroner. 



(J.C. Hopkins) 
for Assistant Secretary 
(Air Safety Investigation) 




Me#, 



'iJt (*&*<-■ 

/Qm. j -vtjo* Z. 



Pckx? bo 
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D.O.T.1913 
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(Cr%. 



COMMONWEALTH Or AUSTRALIA OCPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

W AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT 

PublicatisR of dill report li outhonasd by the Secretory undsr ths provisions of Air Navigation Regulations 21) (1) 



Msitnu No * 

V116/783/1047 





Haight a.ai.e.l. 


Data 


T Iwa (Local) 


Zona 


Not known 


- 


21.10.78 


Not known 


EST 



2. THE AIRCRAFT 



Make sr»d Model 

Cessna 182L 



Registration 

VH-DSJ 


Certificate o 4 Airworthiness 

Valid from 14 February 1968 


Operator 

SAS Southern Air Services, 
Northern Avenue, 

Moorabbin Airport, Victoria 


Da* raa of domeg* to aircraft 

Not known 


Othar property damaged 



T)(? 



Caoifkote of ftogistrotion 

Cephus Day f 
33 Reserve Road, 
Beaumauris , Victoria 



Defects ditcovarad 



3. THE FLIGHT 



Lett or intended departure paint 

Moorabbin 


T i me of departure 

1819 hours 


Nest paint of intended landing 

King Island 


Per pots of flight 

Travel 


Class of operation 

Private 


4. THE CREW 


Nome 


States 


Ago 


Class of licancs 


Hours on type 


Total hours 


Degree of tniury 


Frederick VALENTI CH 


Pilot 


20 


Private 


Not 

known 


150 

(Approx.) 


Presumed Fatal 


5. OTHER PERSONS (All 


•ngnft ««td persons 


Injured on ground) 



Nome 


Status 


Degree of in|e*y 


Name 


Status 


Degree of m|w«y • 


t 













6. RELEVANT EVENTS 



The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised 
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange- 
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer 
and the operators representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours. After 
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU). 

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft 
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraft and Melbourne FSU were recorded 
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.) 



TIME 


FROM 


TEXT 


1906:14 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known 
traffic below five thousand 


:23 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic ' 


:26 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 
five thousand 




MV 

6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 



TIME 


FROM 


TEXT 


:46 


FSU 


D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 


:50 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 


1907:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:32 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 


:47 


VH-DSJ 


er unknown due to the speed it’s travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 


1908:18 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE it’s approaching now from due east towards me 


:28 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


42 




// open microphone for two seconds // 


:49 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 


1909:02 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 


:06 


VH-DSJ 


my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 


: 1 1 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 


:14 


VH-DSJ 


affirmative 


: 1 8 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 


: 28 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it f s not an aircraft it is // open microphone 
for two seconds // 


:46 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 


1909:52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone 
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open 
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne 


1910:07 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be 


:20 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it’s stationary what I’m 
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it’s got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it’s all shiny (on) the outside 


:43 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



- • 



I OlC 



TIME 


FROM 


Lib u; 

! 

TEXT 


:48 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it f s just vanished 


:57 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


1911:03 


VH-DSJ 


MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I f ve got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 


: 08 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 


: 14 


VH-DSJ 


SAY AGAIN 


: 17 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 


:23 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now) 
approaching from the southwest 


: 37 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


: 52 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 


1912:04 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 


:09 


VH-DSJ 


my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and 
it' s not an aircraft 


:22 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:28 


VH-DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone // 


:49 


FSU 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 




There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 


The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours. 


The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An 
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found. 



7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 



The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 






Approved lo* 

PvW'tot'On 






(A.R.. Woodward) 

DaUgot* of tho Secretory 



27.4.1982 
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VI 1 6/783/1 047 



MR. J. WEST FH.D 

93 WARRY STREET 

PORT VALLEY QJJ). 4006 




Dear Mr. West, 

I refer to your letter of 25 December 1981 concerning the aocident 
to Cessna 182 aircraft VH-DSJ, on 21 October 1978, 

It Is confirmed that this Department is conducting an investigation 
into the accident under the provisions of the Air Navigation Regulations, 

The fundamental objective of our accident investigation activity is the 
prevention of accidents in the future. It is not the purpose of this 
activity to determine or apportion blame or liability, nor are the investigations 
conducted with a view to the needs of potential litigants or other parties 
having interests outside the accident prevention objective. It is considered 
that the interests of parties concerned with matters other than accident 
prevention can be adequately served by their normal ability to obtain access 
to witnesses and by consultation with expert opinion available outside the 
Department. 



Nevertheless, it is our practice, at the conclusion of the 
investigation of a significant accident or './here on investigation brings to 
light information considered to have safety education value, to produce an 
Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report and make copies available to 
relevant parties. The decision as to whether or not a summary report will 
be produced cannot be mndo until the investigation is completed but, at 
this stage, the known circumstances of the accident to VH-DSJ suggest that 
production of such a report, and release of conies to parties having direct 
concern with the aocident, is likely. 

Because it is necessary to ensuro that the technical investigation 
is in sufficient depth to satisfy the accident prevention objective, and 
because of the competing demands of subsequent investigations which cannot 
wait upon completion of work already in hand, it is not unusual for our 
investigations to be extended over what may appear to be a considerable 
period of time. The investigation into the accident to VH-DSJ has not yet 
been oompleted and, at this stage, it ie not possible to estimate a completion 
date with any degree of certainty. 



2 



JCS/VB 28/1/82 






However, please be advised that it is not Departmental policy 
to release transcripts of communications between aircraft and ground 
stations. 




Please also note there is no unofficial explanation of what 
happened to the aircraft. The known facts will be included in the report 
if the decision is made to release one. 



Yours sincerely. 




^JLucClt 

jys: iANDKRCOCK 
for DIRECTOR 



/ 







~>i ) / loH~? \0U> 



The Flight Control Officer, 
Tull amarine Airport, 
Victoria. 



93,Warry St, 
Fort Valley, 
Brisbane. Qld, 



John West Ph.D 



4006 . 

25.1 2.81 



.B V * 



( 07)52208 



Re Frederick Valentich 



“7 jam muu 



ASIB V/T 



Dear Sir, 

I am compiling a report on the above named pilot, who as you 
will be aware disappeared on a routine flight between Melbourne 
and King Island in Oct 1978. 

Your co-operation insofar as I would appreciate an official 
transcript copy of the conversation which occured during that 
particular flight, be tween Melbourne flight control and 
Valentich. 

I would also appreciate the official and perhaps un-official 
explanation of what did happen to Valentich on that particular 
flight, as was observed by flight controllers on that evening in 
question. 

In anticipation of your co-operation I am respectively. 



Yours-Faithf ully , 



John West. Ex-Director Unidentified Flying 






■v * 
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AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION MINUTE 


(05 


To 


From 


Regional reference 


Registry use only 




AS(SI) 




VI 16/783/1 047 






Subject 














Date of despatch 




iassnjo AIRCRAFT : CESSNA 182L, VH-DSJ, 21 OCTCBER 19/8 












2 Q nrT 1981 





Attached is the report on the investigation of this occurrence 

2. Mattersarising - Ths pilot* a unusual description of events surrounding his flight was 
ea, srly accepted by the local news media and inaccurate and grossly aapllfisd reports 
were distributed by news outlets around the world* I is immediate family were subjected 
to unhealthy presnures from the media end unscrupulous charlatans and it is most 
unlikely that the true state cf the pilots enviroriiuent and porsoml problems will ever 
be 'nown. 

3* The Region does not intend to take any further aetion in this matter unless 

positive factual evidence is obtained. 



19 MO /1981 




NOTE: Matters arising should include Regional comments on at least the following - (a) action taken or intended by 
the Regional Office; (b) recommendations for consideration in Central Office; and (c) matters on which the 
parties involved have or will be informed. 



D.o.T. 1625 (Rev. 8/77) 





1. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT 





Height a.m.s.l. (ft) 


Dots 


T im* (Local) 


Zone 


Hot known 


H/A 


21.10.70 


1912 


KSuT 



2. THE AIRCRAFT 



Make and Model 

Cessna 102L 


Registration 

V1I-DCJ 


Certificote 

of 

Airworthiness 


14 February 1966 


Certificate of Registration issued to (name and address) 


Operator (name and address) 


Degree of damage to aircraft 




Southern Air Services, 


Hissing 


53 Reserve hood. 


I.’orthom ..venue. 


Other property damoged 


HEflflftAHXS. VIC. 3193 


Moorabbin Airport, IKHTCr*. 


. il 


Defects discovered 

Aircraft not located. 









3. THE FLIGHT 



Lost or intended departure point 


Time of departure 


Next point of intended landing 


Purpose of flight 


Class of operation 


Iloorabbin Airport 


1019 


king Island 


Travel 


Private 



4. THE CREW 



Name 


Status 


Age 


Class of licence 


Hours on type 


Total hours 


Degree of injury 


Frederick VAL2HTICII 


Pilot 


20 


Private 


Hot 

known 


In oxooa 
of 
150 


B Hot known 
(missing) 



5. OTHER PERSONS (all passengers and persons injured on ground) 



Name 


Status 


. Degree of iniury 


Name 


Status 


Degree of injury 















6. RELEVANT EVENTS 



At 1725 hours on 21 Ootober 1970 the pilot of VH-OSJ lodged a flight plan at hoorabbin 
Briefing Office for a Private Uight VIIC flight, below 5000 feet, to King Island via Cape 
Otway and rotuxn i oorabbin. . erodrone lighting at King Island was not requested. The 
aircraft was refuelled to capacity and departed iloorabbin at 1619 hours. At 1900*29 the 
pilot reported at Cope Otway to Melbourne Flight Service, At 1 5)06*14 hours ti e pilot asked 
Helboume Flight service of known traffic. Tliere was none. The pilot then described the 
anoeuvros of another aircraft or objeot in and about his immediately 1 cinity until 1912*20 
hours when transmissions from VII- ;>J ceosod. Ho further oountuni cations were received from 
the alroraft. The Distress Plir.se was declared at 19)9 hours when VH— DGJ failed to arrive 
at King Island and an extensive air, sea and ground search was immediately initiated. The 
search action was terminated at 1900 hours on 25 October 1 97 , when all divers efforts 
foiled to locate any urecha o or information of the whereabouts of the aircraft end 
occupant. 



7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 



Hot deter, dned - aircraft missing* 



D.o.T. U9A (R.v. 8/77) 







i 



8. CHARTS. DIAGRAMS. OR SKETCHES 

indicate opprop' Qtc ttti*) 



F.l* 

1 


.... 2 


OTHER (Oeicobe) 


SCALE 


north 
POINT ( J 



k ‘ I l **l 

ft I Gfarpqh\ Jt 

i J . .' v ' 




Oj.T. I49B (R«v. I 77) 



8 - CHARTS. DIAGRAMS. SKETCHES 





; ^ ■ j ; 3 

ACCIDENT FLIGHT IMPACT WRECKAGE WITNESS RUNWAY OR OTHER (D«*c».be) 

LOCALITY PATH MARKS DISTRIBUTION LOCATION STRIP DATA 

1 1 1 1 KrTTE PT-n n Tu 

I LEGEND SCALE NORTH 



VISUAL ENROUTE CHART 




MAROONA 



MELBOURNE 
“• VOR 114.1 
• DME 7 
TWR 120.5 
FIS-AACC 



•MELBOURNE/* 
ESSEN DON 



VALLEY 



Radar /ssr 



STCIPTON, 



fLAKE m \ L FL 120 

BOLAC S V. 



VOR 1 14.3 
NDBrT) 389 



CRESSY 



0 + 

S^LF 0 RD^^ 326 B 



•MELBOURNE, 

MOO R A3 BIN j 



MORTLARf 



CORA i 



camper! 



winCmelsea 



TERANC 



COBOEN 



ROSEBUD 



MULIAWARRE 



ORREST 



R 329D 



USE VTC 



fftSORO 

PORT CAMPBELL 



WEEAPROINAM 



CAPE OT*AY 






r-KINOrSLANt 

^NDBrr )332 
DME 16 
FIS~ AFIS 



BOLD HEAD 



IHBEE JjUMMOCK ISL, 



R 4 MPM 




10. AIRCRAFT DATA 



I Fil. 

d 16/ 



¥116/703/1047 



''oge 



4 



AIRCRAFT HISTORY 



Maint. Release Issued Current Until Wos ^ Yolid at time | r— » M no, State reason 

20.10,70 19.10.79 o« Accident? IxjYe. QNc 


Engine Make and Model Propeller/Rotor Make and Model 

Continental 0-47CR IlcCauley C/s 2A34C66N 


Defective Component 


Operating Time (hrs) 


Type of Inspection 


Major Defect 
Report No. 


T otal 


Since Overhaul 


Since Inspection 















AIRCRAFT OAMAGE - Ll.t the principol components which were domoged in or os a result of the accident : 
describe the mode of damage ond indicate degree and cause of damage to each component by inserting 
I (impact) F (fire) or O (other) in appropriate R.H. Column. IF REPAIRABLE, WHAT IS ESTIMATE OF COST? 





Component 


Mode of Damoge 


Destroyed 


Subst- 

antial 


Minor 













COLLISION ACCIDENT (other aircraft detoils) 



Registration 



Owner 



Molce and model 



Damage to Aircraft 



AIRCRAFT CONTROLS AND EQUIPMENT 



Landing Gear 


Type 


C~| Wheel* 


Q Float* 


^ Skids 


~~| Amphibious 


p-i Other 
1 1 (describe) 


Position 


0 Fi,ed 


Qup 


1 1 Down 


^ Transit 


Selector Position 


Indicator Position 


Wing Flops 


QUp 


Down 


Amount 


Symmetrical 
□ Ye, Q No 


Selector Position 


Indicator Position 




Rudder 


| | Fixed 


Neutral 


□ L.ft 


Q Fight 


Amount 


Indicator Position 


Trim Tabs 


Elevator 


□ Fix * d 


~"| Neutral 


Qu P 


^ Down 


Amount 


Indicator Position 




Ai leron 


| ‘ ] Fixed 


Neutral 


n Up 

LJ IP or S) 


| | Down 

LJ (P or S) 


Amount 


Indicator Position 



Fuel Selector Positions 



Port Engine 



Centre Engine 



Starboord Engine 



Recording Tachometer 



hours 



Instruments 



E lectrica I 



ANO 20.18 
Equipment 



□ IFF 0 Night VMC I 1 Unknown 

0 Limited IFR Q VFR 



□ IFR 

I I Limited IFR 



1*1 Night VMC 

O VFR 



□ 



Unknown 



Other significant positions or recordings 



DdO.T. - 149D (Rev. 8/77) 



10 - AIRCRAFT DATA 





ft ft 



10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Contd) Vi 1 6/703/1 047 


Poge 

5 


forward fuselage longitudinal deformation 

NOTE: If fuselage is substantially intact however deformed, select the point on it now furthest forward, describe it and measure the distonce along or 

parallel to the normal longitudinal axis of the aircraft from this point to the front of the pilot's seat when fully forward. 


Description of Point (this may olso be indicated in photogrophs at Section 10) 


Distance 

(mm) 



Remark s- 



11 . FLIGHT CREW DATA 



PI LOT- IN-COMMAND 

(Surname and initials) 


Nationality 

Australian 


Licence No. and type 

145103 FPL 


Date licence expires 

51 Januiay 1979 


VALnincn, f. 


Occupation 

Chop Assistant 


Dote of birth 

9 June 1958 


Licence endorsed for this oircroft 

El -eo 1 l No 


IkICTDl m C Kl T DATIkir 


Aeroplane 




1 st Class 




Class 1 




Class 3 




Class 5 




None 




IPO 1 KUMCIN I KA 1 INLj 


Rotorcroft 




2nd Cioss 




Class 2 




Class 4 


X 






Unknown 




INSTRUCTOR RATING 


A 




B 




C 








None 




Unknown 




AGRICULTURAL RATING 


Class 1 




Class 2 












None 




Unknown 




PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) 


T otal 


Lost two years 


Lost 90 days 


SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (ante- total hours 

or unknown against any significant items) 


Fixed Wjng 


'in excess a 


f 150 hours) 


U/fc 


Agricultural 




Instrument 




Rotary Wing 








Instruction 




Night flying 




This type of aircraft 


U/fc 


U/K 


u/k 


Gl iding 




Simulator 




LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK 
Do»« 8 I lay 1978 

T yp« Par issue Class 4 
rating. 

J Unknown | |no» relevant 


LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) 

m. 


Testing 




Command 




Demonstration 
















Was pilot wearing corrective 

spectacles at time of accident? 1 1 ^ es 


n»i no 


CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED 


Front 


X 


Rear 




Left 


X 


Right 








Unknown 




DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE 


E levator 




Aileron 




Rudder 




Throttle 




Steering 




Crakes 




OTHER PILOT 

(Surname and initials) 


Nationality 


Licence No. and type 


Dote licence expires 


Occupation 


Date of birth 


Licence endorsed for this aircraft 
□ □ 


INSTRUMENT RATING 


Aeroplane 




1 st Class 




Class 1 




Class 3 




Class 5 




Nano 




Rotorcroft 




2nd ATP 




Class 2 




Class 4 








Unknown 




INSTRUCTOR RATING 


A 




B 




C 








None 




Unknown 




AGRICULTURAL RATING 


Class 1 




Cioss 2 












None 




Unknown 




PILOT EXPERIENCE (hour*) 


T otol 


Lost two years 


Last 90 days 


SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours 
or unknown against any significant items) 


Fixe d Wing 








Agricultural 




Instrument 




Rotary Wing 








Instruction 




Night flying 




This type of aircroft 








Gliding 




Simulotor 




LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK 

Date 

Type 

Unknown | | Not relevant 


LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) 


Testing 




Command 




Demonstration 
















Was pilot wearing corrective 1 1 y 

spectacles at time of accident? | | 


0 

z 

□ 


CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED 


Front 




Rear 




Left 




Right 








Unknown 




DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE 


E le valor 




Aileron 




Rudder 




Throttle 




Steering 




Brakes 
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12. FLIGHT DATA VI 


F ile 

16 / 703/1047 


Page 

1 


£_ 



~\ None 


Lodged at 

I oorabbin 


Time (hrs) 

1723 


Was approval required 
1 1 Yes [jj^| No 


Was approval obtained 
□ Yes 3 No 


From 

Iloorabbin 


To 

I • oorabbin 


v,a Cape Otway and 
King Island 


□ ,FR S VMC □ VFR 



EET (Mins) 



147 



SARTIME (hrs) 

1930 



Endurance (Mins) 



300 



l To Nflbouma 

niM»< li pwi— 



Cons, rate 



Height (ft) 



B 050 



"] NOSAR 



Facility 



Phone 



Com. Frequencies 

viEP harco ccr.iiA. hf bek.2r-5D 



RadioNav. 



ABF AEC 521A 



Emergency equipment (describe) 



Pour life jaokcto 



13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA 



METEOROLOGICAL BRIEFING ( attach copy of forecast if releva nt) 



[ | None 


] Route forecast 


||E 1 In person 


lag] Terminal forecast 


J By telephone 


[jj] Area forecast 



Other (describe) 



Source of met. information 

K oorabbin Briefing 
Office 



meteorological conditions at accident site Accident site not known. 



Cloud amount/type 


Base a.m.s.l. 


Visibility » ■ > ■ — 1 

1 1 Day L_J Night 

kilometres . — , . — . 

1 | Dawn j | Dusk 


Wind velocity 


Temperature 

°c 


14. LOAD DATA 


AIRCRAFT WEIGHT (kg) 


AIRCRAFT CENTRE OF GRAVITY 


LIMITS 

'-v 


Take off 

1270 


Landing 

1270 


Datum 

Front face of firewall (station 0.0) 


Aircraft basic weight 
(includes empty weight, oil 
and removable equipment) 


Weight (kg) 


How established 


LIMITS [^> 


Forward 


Aft 

47 •4 M aft of 
datum 


775 


Pit. Manual 


Flight crew (No Pilot 


54.5 


Medical 1 97ji 


j Position at last take off 




jg | Unknown 


Passengers (No. • J 






Position at accident 




f^| Unknown 


Baggage (Pieces Hot LHQVH) 






AGRICULTURAL HOPPER LOAD 


Freight (Pieces iJOt liUOWH) 
or Hopper contents 






Contents (describe) 


Fuel (litres) 310 ) 


222.6 


Pit. Annual 








Load at impact (kg) 


1 1 Weighed [ 1 Estimated 

| ~ 21 Reported [ 1 


Weight at last take off 


1052.1 


Detimatod 


Fuel/Load deductions 






Discharge valve position 


Weight at accident 


Hot 

Ijiown 




Dump effected 

1 Yes EH No 


li yes. amount (%) 



LOADING CONTROL (describe briefly unsatisfactory features of loading control such as miscalculations, inadequate load security, improperly 
consigned dangerous goods etc.) 



u/A 
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17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 



NARRATIVE (give a concise chronological account of the sequence of events ) 



At 1723 hours cm 21 October 1970* Kr* Frederick Valentioh lod ,-od a flitfvt 
plan at Koorabbin Briefing Office, for a Private Bight VKC flight, in VTI-DSJ, to 
King Island via Cape Otvay and return to Koorabbin, at altitudes below 5000 feet. 

2TB Koorabbin was specified as 1745 hours with estimated time intervals of 41 
minutes to Cape Otway and 20 i-inutes to King Island. Fuel endurance was shown at 
300 minutes. He discussed the weather forecasts with the Koorabbin Briefing Officer, 
but lie not nraka any request for aerodrome limiting to be swi tolled on for his 
arrival at King Island. It was established tliat King Island Flight Service Unit 
had olosod, therefore it would be necessary to conoel SAB to lielboume Flight Service 
by telephone on arrival. He told the Briefing Officer he was going to King Island 
to piok up passengers , he was not certain of how many, but would telephone Melbourne 
Flitfit Service with his DTD King Island and details of passengers and SAB watch before 
leaving King Island. 

At 1010 hours the aircraft was refuelled to capacity. Tie >ilot did not 
leave the airoraft during refuelling and the aircraft departed Koorabbin at 1819 
hours. Two-way radio communications were then established with Melbourne Flight 
Service who i/ere responsible for maintaining a communications and SAB watch on the 
aircraft during the course of its flight. 

At 1900*29 hours the pilot of VK-DSJ reported position as Cape Otway and at 
1906*14 hours the pilot asked Melbourne Flight Service for laiown traffic below 5000 
feet. He was told there was no known traffic. The pilot than proceed od to describe 
in detail the various manoeuvres of apparently another aircraft or flying device 
operating in dose violnity to his uiroraft. During the course of hie description 
he stated liis altitude to be 4500 feet and at 1911*52 hours he reported that the 
engine of VH-0SJ vns running rough but he intended to continue to King Island. 
Melbourne Flight Service declared the Alert Phase and initiated action to recall a 
King Island Fli^it Service officer to duty and activate King Island airport 
mergenoy Procedures. 

At 1912*28 hours co. muni cations from VH-DSJ ceaced abruptly and no further 
communications were reoeived. The Distress Phase was declared at 1955 hours when 
the aircraft failed to arrive at King Island and an extensive ground sua and air 
search was immediately initiated. The search action was terminated at 1900 hours 
on 25 Ootober 1978, after divers and widespread search efforts failed to locate any 
wreckage or information of the whereabouts of the aircraft and its occupant. 
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i8. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE 



Fit* 

Vjl 16/785/1 047 



Poge 



8 



JUSTIFICATION (stale concisely the reasons underlying the opinions described in Section 7 of fh.s report, and indtcale why this 
opinion is preferred to the possible alternatives.) 



The available evidence Indicates that the pilot # Frederick Valentloh was 
rapidly running out of time. lie had told his family, girlfriend and associates, 
that he only had one subject left to pass to gain Ills Commercial Pilot licence and 
he was currently going to instructional classes twice a week to study that subject* 
Ills father was assisting him financially to obtain ills commercial licence* 

The names of the ground training organisations he was -t tending were not 
established* 

On two occasions lie sat for and failed all five CPL subjects and during 
July 1970, sat for three CPL subjects and failed them* 

lie had penetrated Sydney Control Zone during a flight in July 1970, and 
just prior to tills flight he hod received a counselling letter from the Lew 

South Vales Region* 

Prior to tills flight, Valenti oh hod made known Ills intention to fly to 
King Island for come time and it was generally believed by his family, girlfriend 
and ills immediate acquaintances that the purpose of the flight was to bring book 
crayfish* 

however, he told the Operator and the Koorabbin Briefing Offioor that the 
purpose of the flight was to bring back passengers* There was no evidence of any 
passengers at King Island waiting for him to piok u * Nor did he have any orders 
for crayfish other than one crayfish, from a member of the Air Training Corps. 

He did not order crayfish from King Island prior to the flight and as it happened 
at that time, no oroyfieh were available at Kin; Island* 

lie told his girlfriend he would meet her at 1930 hours, ■» time he could not 
possibly keep* He told his father he would be home after return from King Island* 

He did not request aerodrome lighting at King Island for Ills arrival, but 
lie was aware that King Island Flight Service Unit had closed* It seems possible 
that he may not have hod any intention of proceeding to King Island* 

is girlfriend has stated that he perspired profusely and ills v ice 
changed in any unexpected or out of the ordinary situation* 

It was particularly noticed while monitoring the recorded communications 
containing his detailed description of the other veiiiclcs manoeuvres that his 
voice remained 'matter of fact' and completely normal. 

If it had been the pilot's intention to disappear, a number of directions 
of travel were open to him to maintain communications for the period he did while 
operating below 5000 feet* (See VHP Coverage Chart, Page ). 

However, it ie unlikely that an oh a document would have been available to 
him and lii a possible tracking directions would be limited to Inown coverage are; a. 

had the flight proceeded as planned and the alroraft did eras’: into the 
sea it is moot probable that wreckage would have been sighted. The aircraft 
disappeared without trace and no wreckage was loo; tod or information received 
concerning the whereabouts of the aircraft and its occupant* It therefore is not 
possible to determine the cause of the disappearance but it seems likely tliat the 
aircraft did not crash in the sea between Cape Givay and King Island* 
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20. ATTACHMENT CHECK LIST 



j ael *'•"**» statement (No ) JJ Flight plon 

|g~| Ittvestigotot's notes (No ) [^] Meteorologlcol 

a Tronscrjpt of communications 1 ^ 1 D. 0 ,T. 225 



] D.o.T. 461 
] O.o.T. 462 
Autopsy report 



Special report (describe) 

Keteorolocical Analysis - R.I » Jtibbs 
Uater/Cil Sample Analysis - R.A. Cummins, 
Department of Defence 


Other (describe) 

uadar Aspects - H.J* Harwood 

Human Factors Aspects - Dr. E.J . Ilahony, 

£HBF 


21. PARTICIPATION IN THE INVESTIGATION 



Nome 


Affiliation 


P.G. Graham 
S.G, Spinks 
A.G. Harris 
J.C. Sandsrcook 
I.S. Smith 


Investigator in Chares 

< ..astatine Investie&tor in 

< Chares as 

< required. 



Wreckage security provided by 



n/a 



Name of first investigator to reach site 

Il/A 



Dote/time of arrival (local) 



H/A 



22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY 



Nome of officer responsible 


Signature 


Designation 


Dote 


I.S. 3UUI 




A.3.S.U. 


i2.io.ei 
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INVESTIGATOR S NOTE V 


1^783/1047 


""10 


Subject 


mSSHlG AIRCRAFT, VTI-DSJ, 21 OCTOBilt 1978 







j; -oy horan. hriefliy; '-I lour. hoor a bbln 

1* Kogan is in -ir Training Coxp so as knows Valentieh. 

2. Arrived briefing office at 5.15 ap:®aximotely. 

(a) weather enroute for il/VIE. He didn't know nuoh about il/ I3C 
requirements, lie asked if scattered SC at 3000 was GK f 

(b) no request far limits, and 

(c) going to pick up passengers and lie didn't know how many. He 
would ring ITL with details of PCD and SAR IK K.I. 

3. Valentieli appeared to be in normal frame of mind. 

4. Ho JTD K.I. Would advise IIL fTon K.I. 

5. SAB to K.I, Hogan asked if K.I. was open. Since dosed he told Valenti oh that 

SAR would be to IIL by phone. 

) 

6. Bid no tiling about limits and didn't discus a limits with Volenti eh. Valenti oh 
did not mention limits. 

7. After Valentich left, Hogan went for a drive around the tarmac and thinks lie 
saw Valentioh taxying VII-A7BD to Sohutt's tarmac. He is not sure that it was 
Valentieli. 

8. Personally lie considers Valenti oh would be an avenge pilot and of overage 
maturity. Wasn't exceptional in any way. 

9. Doesn't know vhot his drinking and smoking habits wore. Ho olose social 
contact. 

10. Ho mention of UFOs. 



iVU GRAUAI! 
raV BBTX O MXB 

24.10.78 



D.o.T . 1572 (R.V.3/77) 



INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 




Subject 



INVESTIGATOR S NOTE 




H0CBAH3IN nETOKLLIIlG 



Hang 'Ty Bons 90-6709 

TiI*4)SJ was refuelled on 21,10*78 at 18 10 by Hon Tyson. 

247 litres of 00/87 
1 litre oil 

Pilled to brim. Young chap as pilot did not get out of aircraft. Left 
irxiediately - saw no ua re. 

Jet fuel is kept in quarantine so it lias to be unlooked. He used sane 
tanker to refuel riany other aircraft in previous tliree hours so no oliance of 
incorrect fuel. 



Log Look 



After tie pilot obtains his lioenoe lie oannot leave 
ills log book at S,A,S, 



- VX..OOO of 

Fli<3it 



Sold S«A*S« lie was pioking up tliree passengers but 
tliey believe he was getting crayfish, 

U,I>. S.A.S. do not allow crayfisli to be carried 



in their aircraft. 



return Plirfit 



Hot sure but tliinks sene night probably so that no 
one would see the crays. 



Havalds 



AUF 

VHP 

IIP. 



P. GPJHIAH 
MVESTIGATQR 
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INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE v 


File 

16/783/1047 


P ~ 12 


Subject 


insane aircrajt, vh-dsj t 21 cctcbbr 1970 







Lotos of a oonvoroatian with the G,I.C, King Island on 24*10*70 (Prion 

Jones)* 

He was on duty from OGOO-1 500 on Saturday'* 

At 1300 lie put tlirou&i a closing; request to 13* PS, stating limits out 
os no planned flights due and no request for lights* 

He was pulled out of the golf club by the ML SOC about 19*13 after the 
, ircruf t had reported engine problems* 

He put the airfield lights on at 19.35. 

At the sane tine ilia assistant, Graene Suytli had just arrived to also 
put tiie lights on for a departing Cocana 402 aircraft, VH«41CT which had been held 
up for passengers* 

VlMlCT was then used for a quid: oeorch around the Island vitli Groecie 
Smyth as an observer from 20*00 to 20*23* ilotliing si.Jited* heather absolutely 
clear with unlimited visibility* 

VH-HEJ arrived at about 1800 hours with a band and was due to depart about 
0300 tie next morning. They liave an agent who lias a key for the lights* 

1 f» 

VH-ilH! uas used for a quick seardi at 1000 feet at 20*00 hours to 20*33 
hours vitli Brian Jones as an observer* Ct uld see the Cape Otway lights flashing 
from the lighthouse as well as all the Island lights. excellent visibility with 
a dear sky* l!o cloud and very starry* I any flailing boats around the Island had 
their lights cm and oould be seen for miles* 

The normal system for lights is for either the pilot or for Flight Service 
to ring up beforeluuid and book them* There liad been no request for lights* 

as spoken to the exsy fishermen and none were ordered for that night. 

In fact they liad sold out in the afternoon and did not have any left* 

Trie pilot liad not booked into the Hotel* 

They do not recognise the one of the pilot but the aircraft lias been down 
to ling Island before* 



a.G. HUBBZS 
niVBSTia&TCE 



D*,.T. 1572 (R*v . 3/77) 



INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 





INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 


VI 


16/785/1047 


"" 13 


Subject 


1-31* C.P* MY i idlC ISLAND 










/ , 









Notes mad# following a phono discussion witli Hr* Cliff P* Day. a orey 
fisheman/lcelp faxnor of King Island on 24*10*78 (004/62-1426). 

- Ho is not cray fishing until next week* 

- hast went crey fishing Juno *78* 

- Cannot remember who lie sells orays to and the nano Valenti oh ns ana notixing. 

- Ho phone oall from Valentieh ordering crcys and if he hod rung tiers were 
no orays available from him* 

- Unusual for one to expect orays at that tine of ni^it but if they had been 
ordered tiers would be no problem. 

* 

A.G. HARRIS 
IHV ISEIOiiTCR 

24 . 10*78 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 


v|l 16/703/1 047 


Poge 


14 


Subject 


HR. K. MoCEAWLEf 









Kevin iioCravley, 

11088 OffiOCT, 

ATC HQ Kobe 328-3704 
Hone 458-1119 



I spoke to Hr. K. keCrowley an 24*10,70 ooucemiitG ti e report from 
lir, G, Valentio i, (father of tlie i isuinc pilot), that his son was Going to 
King Island to pick up lobsters for the Hess* "Te told me that the I. ess 'nod 
not ordered any craya, however, members may have node private arrangements 
and he would check it out tlrnt night* 

lap* LcJrawley phoned ne today and stated that S/Ldx Grandy had ordered 
a cray if Frederick did go to King Island but there had not been any other 
firm orders* 



I*S* sum 
IHVESTIGATGR 
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# 



INVESTIGATOR S NOTE 



Vi|l 6/703/1 047 1 Po " 1 



Subject 



CCHVERSATIGH UIHI VDJCE AlffOlBO 



Vince /.lfonso flew VII-DSJ on Saturday 21.10.70, He works as LAluJ for Sehutta 
(90-3033). 

- Carried out a Daily Inspection before 6.00 a.m. 

- bent on flight 13-Prench Ie-tlB at 6.10 a.m. 

- Aircraft performed GK. 

- There was a bit of a smell from beater but it disappeared after short time. 
Considered normal. 

- Gn way bad: from ftceneh Island about 10 minutes from 13 a poooexvrer pointed 
out fuel venting fren Pi IS. 

- f tor landing the cap vas out of the tank and hanging on the chain. lie 
reported it to S.A.S. but didn't enter it on maintenance release. On 
Sunday he was at S.A.S. discussing the incident and found out that the 
cap had been repaired prior to Valentioh departing. 



IIOTE Don Sownan is checking to find out if cap had boon repaired prior to 



?• GRAILAI1 
mViSTIGATCE 



25.10.78 



Valentioh departing. 
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CTt 






INVESTIGATOR S NOTE 



Subject 




# 

vi 116/703/1047 



TBBBBL BABHBHP t S&tiBOl AHD BESCUE (10.56 HODES, HTiHDAY 25 OCTGQSB) 




Oil Sllok Sample 

- Fishing boat ffcon Apollo Bay delayed. 

- Will not be able to rsndevouz with E.A.A.F. aircraft until after lunch. 

- Will therefore not iaww If sanple possible until later today. 



. . 

hjvssticatgr 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 



» 

VI (16/703/1 047 






Subject 



i 



INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE 



Poge 



C/iMIlI EJtt. BABIES : 25.10.76 



— ijdwin Bober Barnes, Captain on G159 with Associated Airlines. 

- Also ATC BAA F and therefore the contact tlircu^i Sqn Ldr. Grandy. 

- Instructed Prod in Haw and Aircraft lorfortiajice and recently TAT. 

* 

— l;ever flew with Fred. 




- Didn't drink cuch. 



- Has seen Fred angry when he cat* basic from KI and supposedly approach the 
incorrect runway, 

. d V 

- Bred was quiet until he {jot to inow you, 

- Impression — Fred would have had a healthy approach to flying 

- no short cuts. 

- UFO's - never mentioned, 

- Fred had mentioned his helicopter ride at hast Gale. 

- Ilonday 30,10,78 lie is available, home - 3546944, work - 3792908, 



P. GEA All 
imSTIGATOB 
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14 --} tsScx SWce>, 
Pa-scc* WUx S-'t-f. 

Oc/k,W 



18 



Air. f. fyUuu* 

Aw" IrxVi'k^tUv^ ^a*>C/k 
ic? Lo-sAak &ta<A ; 

^eUjeuAvt. . 

W Sr 

Xa fttpcwtc k> ^t-wT ^»ia+'|or cl. ^r^Mtvv r«^cOk ^ v*wj .M^tsSicu trp 'p'ttl'tr-c.k. VoA^dvid. , 

1 UoJe c^wfe*. dk« «*^4ef ifUMck “Uvcajk^ cwu| k<M/4. a4d*w^f«<( 4* s«i4- cud-fta td evau^ wtst^eod 

04ieii.vj^tA-4 awl co^viwls ^ u. legged Stature . 

I >uArcd.{juc*tl 4o^feJ #J)C-u4 a. a^o R .f. Qfuwkj vdLto i Utev^il^ 

A V'Vt’f Rc*€<V*4- adkcktd 4© fpiAj^arttr^ Avr'Wv*wj C#f-pj. SCcHLfiR (ifawkj kad kwcOrt 

^f«l vAU*. k*. tJa6 a Cad c4 vwdU. k<f>s sa*< ^jeacs prt.Vtoaskj # «M<i Lt Sd<<><W*>i ^cd kc aAtd *Mo 

k> Kad a. rx^tTC*\tC'4Wf k«- kud pri|»<ut<( •^-’•^red. I r«ca-(( Itvva 4lu\4 ^nad wrtif 

KOWljJ c4j- «<nv| a^lsA'ttWK'i. <f<~ adv’tCAi 1 i*vcuj^vv<t kniw. 

■Tkod %otww\j X ip«w(- <y*r om~ k©u/ u>dXt ^ed }U <xpUw\al -Hwd k«- *-»u ‘wd- 
-pf RAAf a*/'c<tMi ( avd wtwof'ed 4o pursue «t cw^kwW' caftfrr. 

A(^«r*dw4- ( prsl- *|cc.ivwj k«. rt^u/arkj coHewded S^aeWcw Htxul^Oork^y w» aewd-eux 
vJxdkxd jfcuj or aMcv!>cwx.«/ 0*W Clcc*pl«d S^JatjUrt^ s4«^ 06 iM. /V/'tHaM. 

Dwvwj •tkod- 4 aa* ^ k«- wtU OCTk.vw«j S AUj i<cdws«. ( awl k*. ilun^'uj oL b 4 t£ ewUutiu^w -jcc4k*. 
cjvv«w kwH 

Ac Sad £r olL s«c CfL vx^waadvtns w/Lj -4W ^j<?or aw I as ke. {*d«d <t(A <^ -ll*** 
Kfe-askd vp X ticuld -Mor kak. WdUjJwjk rtUxAatOl- ad ji'Sk, k«4au5« e^L sp<wt-4a»»^ 

I a^fxfcJ 4o Cifvsrk Iwvi ,v> auV^aH^ omJ cwx/Ta^'V p»v|acv^ <acoc . Ht a. Suwcta^ 

a^Ww*<\ \;^-4t^'H> kr*»i«. owce, U vm^a\^ Iks 4 v1vm sc.s-4«cs a ccupW -K**^ Lu' c pA 

Ip'JcW'l ^\,Lii RivSKda Ri^lcioa . 

Owdl(A kasa tf rw j wsJe.U^^'aol Uioik -|fta( cwHwixd akc'**. yv\^ 

iUiC4jw}tM> lw.au tS W -pAlowS ■ 

Ht oJUiOAjt dt^CktsV«d«d c^i^cvvsd; J.iAj 4o^cU‘ds kvS s4vul^ (maX frfktV wtrk^w<ev^4® lw*i 
1 f>tc<44 kk corx^wi swpw»/^ v cv» las iusHrS »n ru^ ItwHt (k. ic*i«--kw<ti 4tslct 

U*4 ZuC-^U 'kJlAKB4 uilwkk vwkead^d «t At^pcvus Jj |*<L aJA'A^d^, 4frVolW X •+kt- 

ccvv\^\<*wd c^- cw. ol.Uv(*^ t . 

H<- v«a< aUJcUjj' j/otvdk^ v\eo4^ <lrtssed / awl wcl< IwLds . Uilwlsd l(% , 

tewpaw^ k«- (WeLj kad <wc<€.~Huv»\ <j>\«. alc6kcki: «tvwk. <v*\ X rt«*/<r kfeitrd 

avUjcnt. cc**>mavo 4 «wU«f3e-kj c*v kui cU'uJwuf kakds. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 



AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No 

Station ML PS 

No 173 

Reg. Off. No 

Centra! Off. No. 
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Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the QIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit, 



CUT 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .. 9 . 4 *** ISUMJ) Date . 8 . 1 .» 1 QiJ 8 USSR Time 991 ? 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking .. PILOT: Name and Initials ?AL**TITB 

OWNER/OPERATOR .....FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR W 



IFR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

JAriwata Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point First point of intended landing ..ISLAM) Fit. No 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

1 ,.. IgAIRSP QpgBATIMQ WFICIPOY. 

iff 2 IO 619 VH DSJ DEPARTED MDO RABBIN ON A PRIVATE TRAVEL FLIGHT TO EH0 ISLAM) VIA 
CAP* OTWAY. AT 0900 HE REPORTED OVER CAPE OTWAY PROCEEDING TO Kin ISLAND. AT O 906 
H* WEIRED IF THERE MIS'; ANY KNOWN TRAWIC j0OJO # (PLEA 8 K RZ3PES TO ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT 
FOR EVENTS- THAT FOLLOWED^ iff 0912 THE PILOT REPORTED A ROUGH RUINin MOTOR. 

ALERT PHASE DECLARED. THE AIRCRAFT THEN MADE A FURTHER REPORT THAT THE U.P.O. WAS 
JBILL n THE TO CQMTACT WAS THBI JM WITH OT AIRCRAFT . AT O 913 THE F 33 

OPERATOR DK1.A RE D DISTRESS PHASE BUT OPERATIONS ADflSED PHASE NAS TO REMAIN AT ALERT 

UNTIL ETA KIMO ISLAND OF 0928. iff 0933 OPERATIONS UPGRADED PHASE TO DISTRESS. 

*••••••»** 



) 



M&fftMUJMU. -liBe D*«ign*tio» A/FS 03 D»t« 2 l/to/ 7 d 

NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name .... 
Address.. 



DOT 223 F 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



Region 



.’v”t*7.v ,, vt-u r* 

on / / 

For future reference it has been allocated No. 



Date 



/ / 



Yours faithfully 



For Director 



L 



-I 



tl 


















>r .-«*. sr '% 



Mk 



vvv 



HNNNZCZC MFB535 21073? 

FF AMKIYS 
FF AMZZRE . 

PLN 7 dIj A NV PVT C1B2 VRHM/BC/H 

AHMB for AMKl AMMB 0745 
CTY BO 50/ 41 AMKl 23 
CTY 34 AHMB 44 

S A !m HE? 2109 30° AMKl AMML PHONE 
further sar tba 



NMNNZCZC MFA370 210851 
FF- A^JOCYS 

("2108 50-} AMMBYO -/~n 

V DEP_DSJ AMMB FOR AMKl 0819 } 

V 



!Ub 





( ' . 



zrs- 






NNNNZCZC MFB586 210957 
11 AMML YU AMMLZR AMKIYS 
Sertfa^pmRED operating efficiency 

VFR DSJ C182 PVT cc-r go( FEE 69 VHFR HFN 

ATD 0019 AHMB FOR AMKl ^L C ^ Y o9 0 o B050 AMKl 0923 
POB 1 Li! 0912 A^’Ll^/JHYLi y j RUNNING 

^?0°R 9 iND wIs P OF 0 ColTACT U mH ACFT PILOT REPORTED 
U F 0 IN HI 3 VICINITY 



VVV 



NMNNZCZC MFB612 211029 
ec AMKL YV AMK 1 YS 
11 AHMLYV AMK I YS AMLTYV AMMOYC 

SSS-M^EBT 69 ENDCE 
il T VR M HN V P01 S 0 NE C «LEn"cH SASLX. LR ) 0915 AMML FS 125 .9 
pi CTY 0900 B050 VISUAL. BLUE BODY WHITE STRIPE WHITE TAIL 

ETA AMKl 0928 



300 



C\2 



31 OCT 1978 




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 



AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 
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Folio No 

Station WL... 

No 

Reg. Off. No. 

Central Off. No. 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. ^ 



LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION... ..6rM6.tf-M.t9fk X. Date Local Time 42- 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking / <Pd. PILOT: Name and Initials /.<?. H 

OWNER/OPERATOR $!.<? V Th.G#.#. . ../9/d Vl FLIGHT CATEGORY : (underline)_yER— 

IFR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point ;...i First point of intended landing M Fit. No 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 



^g"/v£-//v4r szt/zruMcnoA/. - /f-idcd.A-tr 



T- 



(D.. *£ *L£.$./.9...G/*tz, Jr. . '..../y.c.oJAA/f,A. /s,* k, ..«£*. 

/M/W.P .assf. .<f. Y.e.d./' W. fr.Likidr. TX.....4C'*€ /*+.<**/.£>....* &.S..X Mfi/PnareLb 

/fkr....„.Q£.v.a .<?./* Q..9.AS:. 

® &r <S9..06± G.J? /}.*/. TdAY./f/..Crr... 

.//t. /&?<£/?. /#&. G.Q.!/tr.i>. $*?.#.. A *A/t..rs. ^:.77?#' A*#..r. .f 

.../9r.(V.. /r.'y.frrJ.k.X. ?.... s&jr&yy.. 

.^.7v.o./*..(/./.A'tfr. ~TX> te.'...9.<c. 

tt**. <&£>. #/ya>. itt.GdA&fi'.iY.. /f&.t.tt.M&s sh 

/9-r „ /frVA/fr ^ fLt +H T QoA tftC * HM /f*xA.c^AiC> .??. . P<>r/. 



(5p *€. 0..9JJ..L eAkrrk.Cr.r.. M/ht. /*>.*£., tf./.n± c* 

A.tit(r/Li\/?.-. //**/>. fi.SLcf.i io.rtj«.p.. &£.. 9..£.Q.6...fj~.+.... 

m* ../Ffi/t. SM.t'r'.t'U.auif. 

* <7 i A.fr.'.Cr/. tr. ?9fd.yj..<^k. /.k. T?.t.f£ Ade/H...,/ 72//£. <?.<.$-/* 

‘r.G.f.A/x± /9An.r.M.i>.i2.* 

@1. ~?/‘r £& P^u/tA^O. &T 0 9J3 bum. *2/i£. 



NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name 

Address 



DOT 223 P 



* 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

Thank you for your Air' Safety Incident Report concerning 



Region 



on / / 



For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 



Date 



/ / 



For Director 



/ 



'ft* *&. h*& r Ar. Kim. 

© £#.~s.A.u./tMA/-£*a** 4 >. 

..Mf.Xfi.. THY. F'/trr #t#€/?d/r Jr.t.«L* ftlAHh fW-V/O 

# r /<?«/ * 7 *f* #.am q 9 ..o..p... 

9 .fY. 9 ft*. A£...M*t*A.* 4 . ASO...U Mtd 0 HtMA 4 A...... 
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& 



V-Vrr 






..Jt.*±max. m* Mm /Im/azaa. ax momma?- 

£*m....£»TTH*....tt£....Mt C*Q0A....,.±iif.Jtrr.....k*.f.'(V.6.A A SPA * T*f.£. 

t.n.A.fx.p x.pa.4X.%m. AtX*.XAAr..^.jfmn£.irA.*>. m.#.. 

C.Mfa.....Q'T..*tAy. 4fft(N!f .»**.€*! fit'#.#! $.<Gt.ifZt*....:..te h/SM. :k/*A*f..j...A.T?... 

£.r.y...A. Y***A*.*>..t.rY.......\ O.X. MAM. JKf. 

.$.uMSA.r A.r.........CA/ t Y. A..r?. oi£ 8 . 






I 



*.r. #9 At 

..7?<££<£. '...'...Zf.ff.M.fY... ' Aur V!l*/v us f H. *.</&... 



, 6.A.a.tf..:.X'M*.fr. A. 9" M* Am****' %**T. 4r A« ff.k mxd.Le.lSl. 

o/r 



& F i \ - ' ‘ • (A & t\y* \ •* '-v-is *.• vji^r SvV o~v ’ * •*"*/ \ f \ * * : t l v v 



®f.,...Etu.MlA 4 .ar.^ 

, • • \ v %~ .'t ?>\ 7 ‘ V '> 3 ' Vv u t\\ Vw ,' 1 ■'■ ' *.> ’ ••. ; *. >•• 

SIGNED...... ;...: * DESIGNATION..., , „....., .'.... ... DATE: / / . 

Please note Instructions at foot of this page. 



c;- * ' • ^ ' — . ■■ 1 " i 1 ’ . -rrr — : 

.. FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS:' ‘ Vv% ' ‘ ' « ^ ^ ‘ ->' y ' " •• 1 > • - • » • *\ 

A \ • r- W-V-sv-.. • -a^r-. , V ) V ■ .•. » A y ;.\.A.-...:.. 

j / . ? ‘.A.:..,..,.i.. l ....: '.A.;.:*.. ;..:.:.J 

, I lh.Mrt..|...»<V.V.i j..f/.t»i»......3l).X.4..M.M,. 

-v"- . ; . v.^v ).’(*!• V 4 ! ***! ••'». • jT*t ••!...> *; — ; — • 

— t -rn — •-•'-••.•••• t “r 

SIGNED DESIGNATION..^.,....^ DATE: / / . 

•; : S **• A« . * ■ 

?i' »*\ •-. » i > • i i • ' *> i > • • 



ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

■ •. . . . 

7 ;”—~ 



/ 



■ . v.\ , 



SIGNED......... :.. DESIGNATION....: DATE: / / 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means; i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 



10673/77 






C. J. Thompson, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 



AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No. .. 

Station 

No 

Reg. Off. No. 
Central Off. No. 






Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Right Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION Date Local Time 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking V H PILOT: Name and Initials 



OWNER/OPERATOR FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 

IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point First point of intended landing Fit. No. 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCU MST ANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

:iizz 

of 77/.t£. 

cpi /h.P.f.T 77?*?. Q ■ 




.M£. <0.(7. t. AH j. t./y r........d. 73?. 77t«Z. fb.f.r. 



V 



b s 



Qfr.. .O.'.JL 4>. /.Ho d. 



.£ r.f.r.C-K*. y . . . Q&l/l.t.S '...tiMfrat. cvr ** 44/vA 

Cr.*rj/yiA... TP.z.jFiK ./°Q? <n q/u /m 

v*r. «.£ £>./&.&.£ 1 






NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name .... 
Address 



Dear Sir/Madam, 



Region 



Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



on / / 



For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 



Date 



/ / 



DOT 223 P 



For Director 






n 



4/ 



2E 



a. 



^ct46t-*,«s<7 ctsisC’te+tf/ / ~f£**c4 /*-<-£**i 

6)0? <j£ <? euz^*d<z+t 

sdurM* a*t*/ Me//e&/c/*?/ 0v&jGy -<tsr/Li^-fr) • 








$ 'U^ttA y<^y/c^y ' . I&u/ best ^OS^i/ g^W- ~^> 

^ /^/ cj&// ^ ' sj<*~ 




'</ /'f* 



/^f JfV4t C^ /£3T 0*u/ 



x^ie CJG& t< 

/j££*x 7&Ls /^n Z^lu 




4 &<? 



4L hud//b^ 

V 








- £ 



1 . 74 . 




CALL SiGN AMD TYPE DATE Z/ J/oh# TIME 

fe<PV£$r fa z&fr/flg fksi£>T #r!C£ ' 

REhA ^^J&rntts <9Sg£*i/rt>^ /• 



cfb?Z^. 



/ &TV#W <rg££X\Jtb foiof^ TV C > yG>G 

/W/ 7 $#*) /k*/r /&U/A/S? f&>» ffarTS //rKJtyrf/K'' 7 zj JhtSrr/ JUT*/ 

./f&W/A/S m s far# - £ J *w;_ /fr/A/zP/frof J 

--A- 3 &' ££, TC dfr oz . 

tDwr J#r/=r UtZZ. 

/? ■ /^£ At*r/f /fro/JfAA ; 



n r- 



~ . 



L. - 



Of PARTMt N I Of i! • 



‘OMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN 



Wf ' 

V 



FF 

Addresses 



§ • 
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ivN 


: Al ' )fl i?5T 

lldem. ^ J J 


n- r AyhtW 

1 V NV J 


) j 

/ v Operation 


/VT. \^3 


1 Aifcrolt 

J Type 


<r / %x 


>?• 


HF ,y 

H V * 


U AAj 


AOF x] VUH 

It* ibI El 1 


200 MHz (OM>. '1 I.GvO MH; 

Ln&a p 


■ . 

— JL 1 ..Jtt 


*,\a nA^Aft 

— iL. XL 


ssfT 

/* ; 



ALTN 



ALTN 



ALTN 



Alternate Landing Point 

lor 



T 

For 



For 



Level 



/ 



Time Interval 



Flight Proc. 






Ponte 



Via 



Via 



U.j; ;f v t . a J ’ !•! 

/ v 6 for /*y - 


/r>Q 












Too 


7$T 


ATO 


Route 

Segments 


LSALT 


FLor J 
ALT j 


FAS 


TR 

MAG 


Wind 


HDG 

MAG 


GS 


Dist 


FT. ] 


hlN i 
eta 


AT* j 


GS 


ET A next 
Pos*n 


Fit Proc.. etc. 
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L i 





IS ALT 



Remarks 



GENERAL 

AVIATION 

AIRCRAFT 



IF NOT ON FULL 
REPORTING IN- 



SURVIVAL GEAR 
CARRIEO 



PHONE NUMBERS AT 
LAN Q INC POINLS 



jCLIAS $ 0 lAS / Mach 


Survival / Pilot V 1 

Beacon Status ^ 


Captain \/4 U ~*T'iCrt 


>1 Company ^5 . 


STAGE 

n 


^ ■ /#£.} 









_ 






jCpetation.tl Approval 


Min 


Gal/lb 


Min 


Gal/lb 


Min ! Gal/lb 


Min 


Gal/ lb 


Mm 


Gal/tb 


mux: 




■r— n 




Climb 


|D 




















\2 
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V . t 


Cruise 
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— - 
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w — ■ 1 


Altn 


















•v ^ 
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li / 


1 
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SUB 

TOTAL 
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,3_ir 
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Variable 

Reserve 
















H 






• 
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Fixed 

Reserve 


45 
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n f 

|. Approt/R;! V 


HT 
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<il rttu’d) 






















Ts 
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(LR 
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Taxi 
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TTIel 

Ruquired 
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er 


Margin 

(Ciutst) istej 




























nrBTxr" 

ENDCE 


Jk+mi 


1 * 
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Air Traffic Controll 



Sartime 



For arrival at 

>JV* 

— 



To (A.O^Jnit) 



By (method) 

f ' n 



□r a 



Life 

jackets 



C l Emergency | [ 

j rations t i 



Water 



rv 



Other (specify) 



End of Dayliyhr 



TRANSCRIPT OF R-flCO.'gJED fXdfiiii KTCATiOKS RFTv; F!uil 

Ci~-,Ua T r VL'~.i]..v:,:, t K,‘ VII-D S.I ,.t:j.) i. 13F :JiK 

Fi . i ai'L 1 o" t <vico 7~£L>-3 noNn ^ 'ano 

ll0(j.;o < il-iT ON FI u:T01kJ< 197 



L-G.'JnII) 

Dot! Cesr>na Tft?L aircraft VH-DSJ 



Fo Melbourne Flight oervice Unit 

( ) Word/s open to other interpretation 

// // Explanatory note or editorical 

insertion 



TITLE 



FROM 



TO 



TEXT 






j : 50 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JUL1.T IX) YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR 
GART IME FOR Y(>lll< ARRIVAL aT KING ISLAND 




DSJ 


FS 


// open microphone 2 seconds // 
DOLT a sIe,<Ra JUL1 ?F SAY aGAj.N 


:42 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SI.' A JULIET YOKE HOLDING A SaRTIKE 

01' iiWKO MINE iilj<El- ZERO FOR YOliR ARRIVAL AT 
KING I.jLanD Oli TIME INTEKV.lL YOUR ^TliiATE IS 
ZruK) WIN* TWO El iiiV DYOU .<OULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND 
YORK SiiKTL-.E 


: r A 


d;at 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AFF1 RHAT1VE 


: l )S 


FS 


DSJ 


Dc.LTA SIERRA JULIE!’ ROGER FAKE IT ONE ZERO 
ZERO ZERO 


0 '-5,4 : 03 


DSJ 


FS 


AFFIRMATIVE 


:03 


FS 


DSJ 


Dj'.LVa SIERRA JULIET 


0900:29 


DSJ 


iv.» 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET CAPE OTWAY 
(DESCENDING FOR) KING ISLAND 


: 38 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERkA JULIET 


090^:14 


DoJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE 
ANY IvNO;.N TRAFFIC EEL O.i FIVE THOUSAND 


:23 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC 


:26 


DSJ 


FS 


DEI.TA SIERRA JULIET I AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE 
kIiaIuAFT BEi. 0.1 FIVE THOUSAND 


:46 


FS 


DSJ 


D D DELTA ETERi. A JULIET ..HAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT 
IS IT 


:50 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA .'.TERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS 
FOUR Bit 1 HIT IT SEEi 0 TO ME LIKE L.JIDING LIGHTS 


0907:04 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:32 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE 
AlHCRAFT Has J U»>T PhoGkD OVER OVEit ME AT Iau.VST 
A THOUSAND feet above 


:43 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER ,iND IT IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT GwuFih.i 


:47 


DSJ 


FS 


ER UNKNOWN DUE TO THE SPEED IT’S TRAVF.Li.JHG IS 
THERE ANY A3 KFOItC E AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY 


:57 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SlsRilA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 





30 



TIME 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


090?' : 1 1 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE ITS Ai 1 ROaGhING NOW FROM DUS EAST 

I'U.; . iKlJo 1 ii*j 


:2 8 
:42 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

// open microphone for two seconds // 


:49 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SlhAi-.A J>.-Li.*,T IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE3 
PLaYIN' . GoHE SORT oF GaME Hill FLYING OVER ME 
T./O .’11 REE TTMaS AT A TiEE AT SPEEDS I COULD 
NOT IDENTIFY 


: 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERr.A JULIET ROGER VHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 
LEVEL 


:O0 


DSJ 




MY LA/ EL IS FOUR AMD « HALF THOUSAND POUR FIVE 
EERO .ERO 


:11 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIE? .did CONFIRM YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY THE a1j<CRAFT 


:l4 


DSJ 


FS 


AFFIRMATIVE 


:l3 


Fo 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET .-USER STANDBY 


:2ft 


D3J 


FS 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT *il AIRCRAFT 
1 1* IS // open microphone for two seconds // 


:46 


F3 


DSJ 


D..LTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
THE ER AIRCRAFT 


• r 'P 

* y'- 


DlxT 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITo FLYING PAST ITS A 
LoNG SHAPE // open microphone for three seconds // 



(c.ii.„ov) ii),*i;Tj fy r>;<e t an (that it Has such 

Sl'-vD) // open microphone for j5 seconds // 
Bi'Ii’Uih'i .."I OUT NOW m-EJOUrNE 



0910:0? FS 



DSJ DELTA SIERRA Jl'Ll i'.T ROGE A AND UOU LARGE WOULD 

Til.*. ER OBJECT BE 



:PO DSJ FS DELTA STERka JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEKS LIKE 

ITS STATIONARY .HAT IM DOING RIGHT KuW 10 ORBITING 
AND Trie. Oi l NO lu JUST OifiJITINvi Oh TOP OF HE ALSO 
ITS GOT a GREEN LIGHT .uiD Gu.fi' OF METALLIC (UKe) 
ITo aLI. SHINY (U, ) THE OUTSIDE 



■U 

• ' s 



FS 



DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



:48 DSJ FS 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 
seconds // ITS JUoT VANISHED 



• bl 



FS 

DSJ 



DSJ 

FS 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE iOULD YOU UIO. VillAT KIND O ' AIRCRAFT 
1 M A ioT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY AIRCRAFT 



3A 



0911 :0/j 



:■ . 



TO 



TliXT 






;Ol 


1*6 


DSJ 


DELTA Sinn a JllLinV CONFIRM THE KK AIRCRAFT 
JU >i VANISHED 


:14 


D6J 


FS 


SAY AGAIN 


: 17 


FS 


DoJ 


DELTA SIBAaA JULIE' ’ IS TUB AIrCRaFT STILL SITU 
YuU 




D6J 


FS 


DELTA siKRRA . UL.IET (ITS AH NOR) // open 
microphone < seconds // (Now) A! i ».OACiliNU FROM 

Tim SOUTH. <LsT 


: -7 


k.; 


D'hI 


DELTA STKK.UA .UH.li-.T 


: l j. 


J)o«l 


FS 

DSJ 


DELTA SlKHiiA dl'LlhT 'lit': I'iNGINn IS IS HuUGfl 
iiU !!v'. LVn SOL’ 1 V S S' »1‘ T«f2ITY ...n ;K TwWfY 
FOl n' 'u-ill :*! i . I'liii w is (COUGHING) 


0912:04 


FS 


DELTA sIKRRA JULInT ROGER t’HAT ARK YOUR 
INTENTIONS 


:(»9 


DbJ 


FS 


MY IHTnl ITT OHS n.K All TO ' 10 TO KING ISLaWD AH 
LnL.iOUrtN.. litn" n'KAIlGn Al hCRAFT Is HOVERING 
ON TOR OF I'm .iOAii. // two second open 
microphone // IT n.> HOVERING -.i iiJ ITS HOT AH 
AIRCRAFT 


:22 


RS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIKKRA JULIET 


:28 


D6J 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULInT 1. .LIOURNE // 17 seconds 
open microphone // 


:^9 


Kb 


DSJ 


delta sierra «u diet hglhoukne 




* 
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:335IUG AIRCRAFT : Vn-OSJ : 21 OCTGUZE 1978 



iiotos made during a preliminary o Dnversaticn with Hr. G-.J.do Valentich. 

Hr. Guido Val antioii io the father of Ilr. Frederick Valentich. He visi ed 
this offico an 25.10.78 for the purpose of hearing the tape recording concerning 
the missing aircraft VH-DSJ in order to identify his son's voioe. The following 
notes were made during general conversation with hr. Valentich. 

- i Frederick worked for an .'nay isposals firm at I loanee Ponds. 

- lie was attending lectures for Commercial Pilot Letearology. Those lectures 
\:ere conducted at hssendon Airport on Tuesday nights and from 1 300-1700 liours 
;£>T on Saturday afternoons at Iioarsbbin. lie did not know the organisation 
or looturer. 

- 1 n Friday ni#it 20.10.78 Frederick liad retired about 2250 hours E35 on 
Saturday morning 21.10.78. He had oaten a light breakfast of arcane juice, 
cereal and coffee prior to going to work at . oonoe Ponds. He would have 
finished work at 1200 hours ;3T and driven to Iloorabbin to attend the lectures 
at 1500 aours probably without having eaten any lunch. The lectures were to 
finish at 1700 liouro and he considers taut I'redariol. would liave eaten some 
take away food £Zon a Acbonolds hambur/er sliop near KoorabbJLn as tills is liis 
normal practice. He recalled that I’rederick was in normal good spirits on 
Saturday naming. 

- I’redericl: was a blood donor and gave blood at tlie City Bank an Tuesday, 

17 . 10.7 . 

• Frederick's personal doctor was Dr. Pasha of . vondale Heists. He wrs under- 
going treatment far a skin complaint and was talcing pills for the complaint. 



— . scent employment: 



. jmy Disposala : 

Ga H Foundozy : 

Commercial Licence Course : 
R«ll«l .T. 1 



5 weeks 
5*5 months 
5.6 months 

6 months 



- Financially, Fred liad no problems, as far os known he owed notliing. He was 
generous to the family on anniversaries, etc. is father assisted Frederick 
financially with his flying. 

* 

• There ware no problems at home. Frederick did his sliore of the home duties. 

— Frederick was in the lr Training Carp as a cadet and then as an instructor. 

He applied for a position as Radio Tech, in the RAAF about 1976 but was not 
successful. 

— He wonted a career in aviation and since lie missed out on the li- F, codded to 
finish liis Coaueroial licence and eventually et into Airlines. He wanted to 
show everyone, including the HALF, t. at lie oould do it. 

- Frederick always liad tie idea that some people wanted to stop liin succeeding 
so he didn't discuss his flying or intentions with anyone. He just wanted 
to , et tliraugh and surprise everyone by shoving then that he could actually 
do it. 



D .o .T . 1 572 (Rev. 3/77) 



INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 



p 

v} 1^/703/1047 






CONTINUATION SHEET 



SUBJECT 



Section No. 



T itle 



EIVESTXGATCB* S NOTE 



Poge 



Jil 






: ‘roderlol: was a firm believer in UFOs* lie liad saved ortioles and information 
on UFOs, read "Chariot of the Gods" and other books and went to see ncrvioa 
an the subject. Tide interest started when he was at school about six years 
ago. Ills belief had been strengthened recently when he was allowed to see the 
RAiOF*s confidential files on UFOs at East Sale and at Laverton. lie wouldn't 
discuss these details with his family os they were confidential. 

is mother saw a UFC one night# She called Fred and he saw it too. It was a 
large light, ten times larger than a star, was stationary for a while and 
then moved off at a great speed. This hap ened about eight months ago. 

His father eventually became convinced that UFOs existed. 

Frederick worried about attack from UFOs and what they could do. His father 
had told him there was no tiling they could do and so no point in worrying. 

Ills father is unsure about what Rhonda hush ton (Frederick's girlfriend) iiad said 
about then going out on Saturday night (21.10.78). He lmovs Fred was going to 
be hone and thinks someti-ing about her statement is fishy but doesn't know what. 

Fred's memory was good far important matters but he sometimes overlooked 
unimportant thin s. 



. 

QlVESTlGnTCR 
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HISSING AIRCRAFT, VB-DSJ : 21 OCTCCDIR 1978 





Discussion with Fisa 11. Rush ton on .24 Octolior 1970 

.Has Rhonda Rushton of 3 Bradford Avenue, Pres ten (telephone 411-2479) 
woo a olooo friend of tie pilot of C102L, VH-0SJ wliioh became missing on 
21 October, 1978. She visited tie Regional Offioe and agreed to assist in tie 
investigation concerning tlie aircraft and the possible actions tabon by tlie 
pilot. 

Hiss Rushton stated she was "just 17" years of age, and that she worked 
at tlie I'i^it-Owl Pharmacy of 743A Gilbert Road, Reservoir* 

She advised she lost saw Fred Valentich on Friday night, 20 October 
197C, at about 9.00 p.n. RST, after lie load finished work at tlie Arny Disposals, 
139 buckle Street, Ilcxmoe Ponds. In their conversation it became evident to 
her tliat he liad forgotten he said lie would take her out on Saturday night. Tlie 
fart! looming flight to King Island was discussed, and together they evolved tie 
schedule of departure Hoorabbin 1600, land l.ing Island 1730# piok up crayfish, 
leave 1000, land hoorabbin 1930. As it was a 20 minute rive from tie airport 
to ares ton she suggested Valentich put his good clotos in wiiich to talc her 
out, in liis oar when he left hone early on Saturday. 

Since tie aircraft went miosing, she liad seen the car at Ilocrabbin, and 
was aware tiat no cloties v/ere in it. From her experience, Valenticii was 
probably wearing a tri-coloured brown and white j umper and brown slacks, his 
liwimi flying dotting and alie believed lie would have carried witi him a blue, 
short raincoat, very similar to tiose worn by 3AAP icrsonnel, as this was his 
"good luck ooat” (ills words). 

Discussing possible novouents of Valentich during tie day she believed 
lie would have left home, witiout having breakfast, gone to work, not eaten 
luncheon, then gone to tie tutorial classes for bis Corticrcial . Hot Licence, 
at hoorabbin, and stayed tiore (os she was now aware) v-ntil about 1700 1ST. 

Host probably tie pilot tien went to FacDunald’a talc away food otore near 
So- tilond, on tie i.epean Highway to purclmae food. Site believed lie would have 
ordered "two Dig ices, two cheeseburgers, a fillot of fish and some chips", and 
mout probably would liave drank a carton of Coca-Cola. 

Slics Push ton said Valenticii was a "big eater" and that he always ate 
slowly, and she bolievod he would liave driven to tie booch and sat in Ills oar 
facing tie sea wliile eating. 

Asked concor.iiug Valenticii drinlcing liabit, sic stated he never liad more 
tan two alcoholic drinks, usually boor, and after these he remained an soft 
drink. She ten volunteered tie information that Valentioh "wasn’t himself 
Friday nigit". That usually he is cheerful, and outwardly very happy, but 
under* oati cm Friday he was not quite in the spirit of t lings. 

To her knowledge his healti was good, lie didn’t have a odd or otier 
rHr»m» p-yBioal ailments, and so for as lie was aware lie was not tailing any self 
medication for such complaints. Tlie only tiing si 10 could offer was that ho was 
tailing Cotyein capsules for a facial ros , and tliat he was not to partake of 
dairy products. 
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Concerning the flight of 21 October 1970* Valentidi had not diocussed it 
with her to any decree but alia was now aware he had discussed it with her mother, 
apparently while waiting for lier at some previo s tine* The gist of the con- 
versation load been tliat he hod earlier intended to tala liis fattier on the f r i/iit ; 
that he was "ccarod of the water” (her vosda) and tliat the "plane is an old one" 

(his words)* I lies hush ton was aware lier boyfriend liad node the fli^it * -oorabbin 
to King Island before but she was uncertain if lie hod flown the route at night# 

One otrojve t.lng had occurred a week earlier they were in ttis habit of 
celebrating ttie monthly anniversary of ttieir mooting and for tlie fiftti anniversary' 
Valentidi had decided to give her a fTi ends': iip ring# ..lthough he was well aware of 
tie date of the anniversary (20 October)* despite lier protestations he lisd insisted 
giving it to her an 15 October# lie apparently had told his friends of liis intent 
to give her tlie ring# She had no explanation for liis action# 

shed had slie flown witli Valentidi before* s..e said sue liad many tines* 
but never at nitfit# One notable flight hod been in a Cessna aircraft to hewoootle 
about 0-10 wcel-s ago# Originally four other passengers were to iiave been at 
I I oorabbin at 0400 hours* but ttiey liad not sliown up by 0600 hours and Valentidi 
had gone without ttien# Tlie flight to howcastle# (, eropelioan airstrip) had been 
uneventful but they liad liod to fly over solid eloud for about a lialf hour. Tliey 
had found a hole and descended t rcr^i it# 

Bbe considered tliat as a flight plan had to be submitted at Banks town for 
ttie return flight to 1 -oorabbin* Valentidi liad flown to Banks town* and entered ttie 
"Sydney i-estrioted Zone* as told to do so by Sydney". Valentidi liad experienced 
difficulty landing tlie airorr-ft and liad to make several attempts. The reason was 
that the "control column was locked" # Valentidi hod sweated profusely in tills 
situation* such that die liad used liis handkerdiief to mop his brow to prevent tlie 
sweat blurring Ills vision# She stated that e always oweatod when something 
unexpected or a little out of tlie ordinary occurred and she was aurjre of tlie ekange 
in her boyfriend’ a voice v en these situations arose# 

Other flights she liad unde with Valentidi were from 1. oorabbin to ssendon* 
and back by various routes* sight-seeing ttie city’s prominent features# She said 
she was impressed by what Valentidi 1-nev of aircraft* and that she considered him to 
be "a very good pilot"# 

however* die was aware of some unusual habits he hod while flying# 1 These 
concerned tlie use of ttie radio# S’se was aware he usually "olioked" ti e microphone 
button after transmitting* and ttiat lie never put it bed: in the rack* but left ttie 
microphone on liis lap whore, because of his le. actions* it was sometimes activated, 
lie also had ths ’mbit of pol idling or rubbing the microphone on his jumper sleeve 
before using it# 

She stated Valentidv !iad long legs and ttiat after a period of time it was 
liis habit to release ttie seat and to push it rearward* which again sometimes 
operated ttie microphone on his lap# She was of ttie opinion ttie "metallic noise" 
mentioned in tlie newspaper oould hove been tlie seat sliding rearward* with ttie 
microphone transmitting# 

Hiss 1'ush ton had no knowledge of how Valentidi used the engine to fly, 
v; on asked. She f en said she considered lie was "usually overcautious"* ttiat iis 
likes to think tilings well ahead and believed tliat he would have entered ttie 
aircraft wearing ttie life jacket. She said Valentidi always hod a plan to cover 
possible emergencies* die liad frequently been told when flying that "if anything 
goes wrong* look for a at: oight rood or a long paddock without fences" (Valentidi* s 
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words). She sold Valsntich always thought before he acted, albeit rapidly. Its 
never ooted instinctively. 

The natter of unidentified flying objects, then the subject of such neila 
coverage, was raised. She advised that w! ien out driving in the Dandenong Ranges 
on Sunday 15 Gotober 1978. Valentich had said to her, "if a UFO landed in front of 
me now, I would go in it, but never without you". Other subjects liad been dis- 
cussed during the drive, mainly of social interest, but Valentioh had eoimented 
to sous length an the subject of "everybody is out to grab money - there is not 
enough left for everybody - people would have to starve". 

Hiss Bush ton was aware Valentich had clippings on UFO's but she didn't 
consider him an avid collector, but just with an over&e interest on the subject. 

The reference to a landing UFO, on 15 October was his only reference to 
the subject an that day, and on other occasions such references have been very 
short and never in any depth. 

Asked concerning his personality, Miss Bush ton said Valenti oh held 
problems "in the bael: of his mind", and that he "held them os a list", and when 
he had worked out a solution, he mentally crossed it off. 

Be had lied to her very soon after their first nesting, that he liad passed 
Ills meteorology subject for his oocmoroial licence, and after four months he liad 
admitted to his lie, and that he was repeating the subject. She said he liad "no-one 
to talk his problems out with", but she was aware he had long talks with a Robert 
Bams, about flying and flying problems. 

I-ilas Rush-ton was thanked for her assistance. 



J.C. SAHIOCOCK 
H3VA0' IGATQR 
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IUbo Eushton was considered by the investigator to be an honest and 
dependable witness* Althou<$i young she was seen to be a stable person for her 
years* She obviously cared Greatly far Valent ion and in the tine of her 
acquaintance was proud to be associated with Ivin, as a pilot and because of 5 vis 
piiysique and liis association with the Victorian Squadron of the Air Training Corps. 
To sovjb extent tills shows a measure of her beiuc impressionable , but not outside her 
years. 



The investigator gained the impression that Valentioh had ohosen Hiss Eushton 
carefully, os someone to discuss his problems with, she being reoeptive, perhaps 
More so tiian a girl of 10-20 years, who night iiave rejected his problems and ideas 
and pushed Ivim ns ids* 

Tlvs impression was gained that hiss hush ton was becoming aware that Valentioh 
was "different" from her other male acquaintances and that she was being used os a 
"prop", based on the phrase used and tiie tone of some of her comments* 



J.C. SAUDELtCOCK 
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hincusaion with hr. r-r egory koaburn 

Iir. Aeaburn is a personal friend of iir. Fred Valentioh. They have been 
friends for soven or ei$it years. Hr. ieabum visited Hegional Office for tlie 
purpose of giving background information an Iir. Valentioh. During an inf on: ml 
discussion he gave the following information. 

- They had been in the Air training Corps, togeth er for some years and botli 
■.ore very interested in weapons, 

- The two so w each other on average twice a week. This was on Tuesdays and 
Fridays when they attended the .iir Training Corps. 

• Valenticii told iiim tliat lie liad applied to join tlie IL'iAF as aircrew but tliat 
lie had not been accented because of inadequate educational qualifications, 
f ter further education he had tried again but was still not accepted. The 
two were in camp together in August 1978 at liAAF Hast hale when Valenticii 
confided lie liad been knocked bock by tlie R F for tlie second tine. 

- Valenticii was disappointed about not getting into tlie RAF and it liad node 
him quite deter lined to get his Commercial Pilot's licence and fly for tlie 
oirlinea just to show tlie R AF he oould do it. 

- Valontioli liad been going with Ills girlfriend for five montlis and they were 
very dose. He liad reocntly given her a friendship ring. 

- Hr. keabuxn thought it would be quite out of tlie question tliat Valenticii would 
ooli it suicide or purposely fly tlie aircraft to a remote location to gat away 
from society. Valentioh was far too olooe to Ills family, girlfriend and friends 
to contemplate such actions. 

- Concerning Valenticii* a family situation, Iir. . .oabum said he imow Valentioh ' 3 
father was helping out financially with Ills son's flying and lie also inew 
tliat there liad been a family argument recently. He did not know what tlie 
argument was about. Valentioh was living at home and in general Aeaburn 
thought tlie family was very close. 

- Concerning health, to Ills knowledge Valenticii was not on any form of self 
medication. He liad never known him to suffer from fits or turns, to pass out 
or have hallucinations. Valenticii did suffer from a si -in complaint and had 
been told by Ills doctor not to drink too much milk becour.e of this complaint. 

- Valontioli was very strict regarding aloohol/flying. he never took much alcohol 
at all and would never talae any after 2000-2100 hours of an evening prior to 
flying the next day. He was most definitely not port of the drug scene, 
keabum considered tliat Valontioli was tlie sort of person who would go straight 
to tlie police if lie knew of anyone who was on drugs. 
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• Beabum was aware that Valentloh had planned to fly to King Island but he did not 
know on wliat particular day. He Ijiov that ValeAticli was going to bring book & 
crayfish for the OIC of the air Training Corps (Squadron Grundy) but he had only 
found this out since the aircraft disappeared. • 

• lie had only ever flown wit i Valentloh on one occasion and that was in a heli- 
copter during their camp at Inst Sale in August 1978* Some of the pilots from 
Longford axe involved with the Air Training Corps at hast Sale and one of these 
pilots had taken then up in a helicopter. Valentieh had flown the helicopter and 
according to Reabum, the pilot said Valentieh flew it well. 

- Eeabum said lie was aware tliat Valentloh had flown to lieuoastle and bask since 
they 'nod been in camp at hast Sale, during >ugust. Eeabum had been asl-od to 
go but he oould not afford liis shore of the oost. 

• Ills general impression of Valentioli's oiiaracter was that he is not prone to 
hasty decisions or panic, lie always stops and thinks about the situation before 
taking any action. They had cnee been lost in the bush together will 1st on an Air 
Training Carps camp and Valentloh had not been the slightest bit perturbed about it. 

- Loth lie and Valentloh believed in UFOs but not to any fanatical extent. They had 
discussed UFOs and their beliefs were on the basis that if people on earth ore 
capable of sending space vehicles to Ikirs and the moon then why would inhabitants 
of another planet not be capable of the sane thing. 

- Leabum was sure that Valentieh would liave been wearing Ills life Jacket on the trip 
to king Island. Valentieh was not keen about flying over water and if ever he liad 
any choice In the matter he would fly aver land. This was because Valentloh was 
not a good swimmer and would probably just givs up if he had to eone down in the 
water. 

- Eeabum thought tiiat sens of the circumstances were a little strange. Valentieh 
had arran, ed to pick up life girlfriend at 7*30 p.m. to take her out but lie had 
also told Ills father that lie would be home from flying at 10.00 p.m. h'uoh a dual 
arrangement was very uncharacteristic of Valentieh, yet there was absolutely no 
way he oould pick up his girlfriend at 7*30 p.m. If ever he was going to be late 
for an appointment lie would advise those oonoemod by way of a phone oall. 

Leabum was also wondering what Valentieh did with the tin* between finishing 
liis lecture at iloorabbin 1700 hours and taking off 1620 hours, lie thought that 
Volenti oil may liave gone to Lohonalds for sons take-away food which lie did on 
occasions. 

- Valenti oli did not gamble at all, nor was li* in any financial bother, to Leabum' s 
Jmowlodje* he iiad no polios record or any problems that would be causing iiim any 
deep concern. lie was studying hard for liis i oteorology exam and was worried as 
to whether he oould pass it. 

- Valentieh Joined the Air Training Carp some three years later than Eeabum and did 
not , et promoted beyond Cadet LAC. eaburn did not considered tills significant) 
nor did he think it bothered Valentieh in any way. 

- Valentieh liad never spoken to eaburn about being disorientated in an aircraft 
either during liis training or since he liad obtained his licence. 



S.G. S-IiOIS 
niviiiTia^TOR 
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FREDERICK VALJUTICn - HISTORY 



1250 

- 9 June date of birth 

0211 

- Keilor Heights high School 

1974 

- Left school at end of Porta 4 
Results at end of Form 4 

’Lhccellent" - Pliysical Education 
"Above Average" - 

"Average" - Italian, History, Metal Work 

"Below Average" - Geography, English, Science, Graphics 

"Pail" - Kuths A, Maths B 

J225 

- (Believed to have been studying for leaving Certificate) 

rs 

1976 

- (Believed to have been studying for Leaving Certificate) 

- Applied to RAAP 

Test Resets - "very low scores, indicative low I*...* fit for 
unskilled work only"* 

1977 



- Enrolled HMIT - electronics, maths physics 

- Withdrew from RIHT in July 

- Student Pilot Licence issued 24*2*77 

- Solo June 

- Theory -heap result passed "Basic Aeronautical knowledge" at 
third attempt 11*8*77 

- Plight Test result passed "Restricted Private Pilot" at second 
attempt September 

- Restricted PPL issued 23*9*77 with 57 flying hours 

- x L Theory ~.xam results 



•Hav* passed at sooond attempt 



2 
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•Net* passed at first attempt 

'Aircraft Performance and Operation* passed at fifth attempt. 
*Air Legislation* passed at third attempt. 

- CPI Theory .beam results - October 1977 - sat for and failed all 

five exams. 



- Passed PPL Navigation test flight at second attempt 19.1.78 

- PPL Area Restriction lifted 27.1 .78 at 89 hours 

- CAL Theory £xan results April 1978 - sat for and failed all 

five exams 

- Class 4 Instrument Rating issued 11.5*78 at 147 hours 

- CrI Theory exam results July 1978 - Sat for and failed tliree 

exams - did not sit others 

- July 1978 involved in two incidents at 160 hours 

1) Penetration of SY Control Zone due poor navigation. 
Warning letter sent to him. 

2) On two occasions deliberately flew into cloud. 
Prosecution was being considered. 

- Aircraft VH-DSJ and pilot disappeared on 21.10.78 
Other Points 

- Pilot log book not found. 

- At time of disappearance he was working as a shop assistant but 
devoting most of his energy to flying. 

- As a boy he load been an Air Training Corps cadet. 

- In 1977 after he had started flying he returned to the Corps 
as an unpaid civilian helper. 

- He later was taken on with the rank of Airman. 

- He was well thought of by friends and acquaintances. 

- He was determined to succeed as a pilot. 

- He told everybody he had passed some CPL theory exams. 
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EDUCAHGE P. VALEHTI&I 


: 26.10.78 





HiSfoloont 


and study RJ..I.T. 1977 




Subjects: 


Circuit Theory 


1 hour 


Alectronicc 


1 hour 




Aleotronic Circuits 


1 hour 




Mathematics 


1 hour 




Physics 


1 hour 




Coozunioations cod Report \/riting 



Cn 12.7*77 he withdrew from Jloctronios and Aleotronio Circuits. 

On 22.7.77 be withdrew completely. Reason Given as ooimencing Conaercial and 
Senior Commercial lilot Course. 



Keilor "eirfvts lli/di Sohool 

irom Deputy I-rineipal 

Pom 4 in 1974 (Intermediate Standard) 
Left school at Pom 4 level in 1974* 

Results Pom 4s Physical kir. cation W A W 

Italian 
Geograpliy 

iingliah 

I laths A 
Ilatlis B 

1 etalvork 
Science 
History 
Gxapliios 

A - Excellent 
B - Above Average 
C - Average 
D - Below Average 
Pail - Unacceptable level 
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"C M 

"D" 

"D" 

"PadT' j difficulty in comprehension 

"C” 

"B" laoRs understanding 

"C" difficulty with expression 

"D n 
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He F. Valentich. 

- Applied far RAA? In 1976* 

- At tine van repeating leaving. 

- las Aptitude and Psych, tested 24*5*76. 

- Uas only interested In being trained as a Radio Teoh. 




— Scores on tusts were very low — indicative of a low 1.3. (failed all tests). 



- Considered fit for unskilled work only. 

- Dossiers kept for two years - his has been destroyed. 

• • 

- A cooputer printout on him is held by EAAF - they would supply us with what 
info they have on formal request. 
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Subject 



t:-dsj : e dio jjcjnniiiT 



Spolae to Ken llovlty and Instructor, Hr* Day of Soutliem Air lie Ti —DSJ 
cotsiuni cation equipoent at 1445 ^ST on 2J.10.78* 

- BSJ lias VTi P P and is equipped with a speaker and hand held microphone. 

- Valenti oh was not carrying a headset when he went out to tie aircraft prior 
to departure on this trip and did not have a bog that would carry one. 

- Passed to SIGS(B) at 1J00 3ST. 







P. GPjJL’JI 
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2J. 10.78 
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CGNV-31S/.TI0IE Ulffi SAS MSTnUCTC. S A1ED PILOTS 



. _v:.;q. . . o 

- Valenti oil was sensible pilot* * 

- Didn' t drink* 

- Ho mention of drugs* 

- Ho mention of TJTOn. 

♦ 

i '. irtin Dalton 

- :juiet, nine ere, sensible* 

- Interested in Joining HAAF os pilot* 

- Hod interviews, tests, oto* 

- Ho drink, smoke* 

- Got on well with all* 

- kevor spoken of tJFOs, 

• Ho mention of drugs* 

iocs Carrington 

• Lid Comoro ini Pilot Course with him about April* 

• He seemed quite happy about his future* 

• Full of enthusiasm, never depressed* 

- Atto 5 ting to Join RAAF aircrew* Still doing his Cocsoeroial Lioence so he 
would have one or the other. 

• lie is quiet on first oontact but was quite natural after that* 

• Got on well with people* 

- Only had Com. 1UT to do* 

- Didn’t drink or smoke* 

- Ho mention of drugs or CFOs* 



Bob 'ope (instructor) 

- Flew with Valentioh on Tuesday afternoon to clieok him on type VII—DSJ Cl 02. 

- Average pilot* 

• Relative quiet oliap* 

- VII— D5J lias a and-held microphone. 

- hasn* t carrying a headset* 

- Wanted to Join RAAF aircrew. 

- As far as he knows he doesn't drink, anoke or take drugs* 

- Saw him Just prior to departure and he seemed perfectly sober and in good 
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SUBJECT 



frone of nind, 

- Took four life Jackets. lie vua pioking up friends at King Island* 

- lie had originally intended going on Tuesday, 17*10*78, hut cancelled due UX* 
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ARFOR 0500 TO 1700 AREA 74 

WIND 2000 34015 5000 34015 7000 34018 

MS7 18500 33020 MS 16 

CLD SCT SC 2000/ 4000 FT S MAR 

VIS 40 KM 

FZL 1 0000 FT 

TURB MOD BLW 7000FT TIL 08Z 



10000 34020 PS2 1 4000 33020 
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RQ CLOSE 0435 REOPEN 220030 RECALL 004621451 
NAVAIDS OK. LIGHTS OFF. 

TRAFFIC RCT AMKI FOR AMMB ETD 0700 
GOODAY MEN, 
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M 1 5 SING AIRCRAFT - VHD5J - BASS STRAIT 21.10.76 



On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria to Adelaide. Conditions were perfect for night flying 
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered 
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km 
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the 
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 1 7C at Cape Otway and Wilson's 
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower 
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below 
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape 
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots 
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal 
fringe. State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson's Prom, 
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The oil platform 
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south- 
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1 022 mb at King S. , 

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and 
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier. 



The probable winds along 

AMMB/CTY 1000 ft 

2000 ft 
5000 ft 
7000 ft 
10000 ft 

CTY/AKK1 1000 

2000 
5000 
7000 
10000 



the intended route were: 

VRB 05 
020/1 0 
350/10 
31 0/1 5 
270/20 

340/1 0 
330/1 5 
320/1 5 
310/20 
290/25 



The winds elsewhere were: 



North of Adela ide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 305: 

030/1 5 

050/15 to 10 NSW coast 
050/20 to 10 NSW coast 
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Western Victoria and SE South Australia: 
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Eastern Victoria: 
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Gippsland coast and east 


Bass Strait: 
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South of Lat.40S - freshening westerlies 
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2000 


270/20 to 30 
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Tasmania 


5000 


270/25 to 30 


over 


Tasmania 


1 0000 


270/30 to 40 


ov er 


Hobart 



The cloud conditions apart from Tasmanian west coast was 
relatively free from low cloud. Some cirrus persisted in most areas 
and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to 
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft. 




(R.K. STIBBS) 

for Regional Director. Vic 
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METEOROLOG I CAL CONDITIONS, MOORABBIN-- CAPE OTWAY - KING I5LAND 

0 830/0930 GMT 21/10/1976 . 

i 

1. At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria toward Adelaide. 

. The pressure range wasj Melbourne 1023.5 mb, 

Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb 

. Surface isotherms^ 

21 °C Melbourne - Warrnambool 

1 7°C Wilsons Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cao e Otwav 

1 3°C Lat 40 S Long 14 6|E - Lat 1 /S Long 144|E - 
Lat 4 0 t S Long 144E - Lat 39£ S I — 143yE' 

2. Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a 
trace of -stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at 
30000ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the 
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra- 
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no 
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft 
over King Is. a£ 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from 
Cape Otway Lighthouse. 

3. At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than 

10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes 
occurred along the coast during the afternoon. 3+ '• =; likely that 

shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some 
areas at 0900 GMT.' With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is 
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed 
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is 
r.nnsj Her-jad *h-:t there were ... surface inversions over the sea but 

'rather very stable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft. 

4. Laveiton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence 
inversion of 3°C between 7000 ft and 8000 ft. This inversion 
probably extended south to C^pe Otway but further south toward 
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly 
just an isothermal layer. 
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5. 



6 . 



• Winds and temperatures along the route 'were probably: 
Moorabbin/Cape Otway. The Dew Points are estimates only. 



1000 ft Variable 5 knots 

2000 " 020/10 

5000 " 350/10 

7000 " 310/15 

10000 " 270/20 

• Cape Otway/King Island 



Temp + 1 6 

" +‘14 
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- 3 

dry 
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Kt r . k - K et=°f°logical balloon flights Mrs carried out at 

nlan ?MT ?h 3 pm< Both baI1 »“™ bad burat by 

?foO GMT - neX all °° n fli 9 bts were not carried out until 




(R.K. 5TI BBS ) 

for Regional Director, Vir 
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Telephone 31 7222, Ext. 
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30 NOV 1978 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 

MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA 




P.O. BOX 50. ASCOT VALE. VIC.. 3032 
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE 



Our Reference: 




HOV 197? 




Director, 

Department of Transport, 

Transport House, 

108 Lonsdale Street, 

MELBOURNE . VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith) 



Your Reference: V116/783/1047 



Water Samples ex Bass Strait 

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon-based 
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and 
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry. 

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil, 
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with 
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The 
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials 
and hence could not be attributed to either. 

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which 
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface 
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development 
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal 
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick 
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could 
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage. 

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material 
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company. 




MINUTE 

VICTORIA/TASMANIA REGION 



58 




VI 16. 783. 1047 



ASSU 



Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but 
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing 
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface 
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the 
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of 
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a 
"radio duct". Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes 
the earth and then is trapped within the dufct causing certain radars to see 
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or 
super— refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry 

compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts. 

This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions. 

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is 
"second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second 
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant 
objects normally out of radar range. 

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated 
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be 
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by 
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return 
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania. 



M.J. HARWOOD 
OATS 
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Frederick VALkVTICH (pilot) satisfied toe edical requirements for initial issue 
of 3PL on 8.2.77 when his weight was recorded as 120 lbs. lie claimed no aeronautical 
experience at that date. There was no medical history of significance and no licence 
limitations were imposed. 

2 Gn 21.10.78 Valentioh was engaged in a night VriC flight from i.oorabbin to 

King Island when no reported that a large oraft with numerous lights was hovering above 
him. Transmissions oea3ed shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from Melbourne Fail 
were not answered. Despite an extensive search neither aircraft or wreckage has been 
found. 

5 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator's findings, the writer 
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentioh and studied a copy of the tape of 

j cf the final transmissions from VH-DdJ in an attempt to build up a human factors 
i background to this occurrence. 

4 Frederick was bom in Australia of Italian parents from Trieste. Father speaks 

"fractured** but understandable iihglish but mother and two younger children speak no 
nglish. The language of choice in the home is Italian but Frederick was not fluent and 
father always corrected Frederick's spoken Italian which Frederick resented. Frederick 
was a belew average scalar and obtained a poor result in his Leaving Certificate. 

Catholicism is the religion of the family but they are not regular churchgoers. 
Father expressed his disappointment that Frederick only attended church at Christmas, 

-aster and on "special occasions" and he tried to persuade Frederick to attend more often. 
Frederick's girl friend is a lethodist. 

6 Frederick was a very keen member of the Air Training Corps. Be devoted a great 
deal of time to these activities which he enjoyed and he wus proud to wear the uniform. 

He had ambitions to become an Air Force pilot but ais educational qualifications 
precluded this. 

7 He was at pains to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in t»*e ATC) and 
by his peers. Although always appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his 
father, to his ATC officers and to ids girl friend about having passed subjects for his 
Cj L when he had, in fact, failed. lie had also told the owner of the aircraft that, on 
this last flight, he had arranged to collect a consignment of crayfish from King Island and 
to bring back passengers wno were waiting for himj neither of which was true. 

8 Father was convinced, and resins so according to subsequent media publicity, that 
ids 3on was "captured" by a U.F.O and tnat he would bo returned when "they" --ad finished 
investigating him. Frederick showed a great interest in 'JFOs and had a collection of 
books, articles and clippings on the subject but father did not tiink ttiat his son was as 
convinced of their existence as he himself was. 
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9 Frederick's girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the 
disappearance* She did not appear to be unduly concerned and gave the impression that 
she expected to see him again* She claimed that there was a permanency to her 
relationship with Frederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but father 
dismissed the relationhips as being of no oonsequence* 

10 In the absence of any further concrete evidence, one oan only suggest a number 
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance < 

(a) JFO intervention - no further oonaent apart from the observation that there 
were no sighting reports of a brightly Illuminated craft large enough to 
take on board a Cessna 182* 

(b) disorientation « at tiie place and time of the occurrence,* this is a distinct 
possibility and even probability. On the other hand, it would have resulted 
in uncontrolled impact with the sea and one would have expected wreckage to 
result* 

(oj Controlled landing, on the sea with the intention of escaping, from the 

aircraft before it sank* This oould have been successful or not successful* 
In either case no wreckage would be found and, in the latter event. the body 
could still be in the aircraft* 

(d) iiuocessful landing elsewhere. Perhaps Valentich was not where he said he 
was and he landed in a remote location. 

di^overed Where **** att * mptin « the wreckage has not yet been 
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A John Gnow rang re UPC' - 23*10*78* 

He was driving hie cur on Saturday night (21 •10*78) at about 11*45 
in the Dorwon Heads aroa when hie eleven year old eon saw a ijreenish/uhite 
of some length flash quite fast across the sl;y to the south* 

Hot observed by any other neither of the fanily in the oar as it 
apparently had moved too fast* 
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REPORT PUGH HR. P. FAHR 









At api^roxinately 1800 hours c m 22 October 1970# I received a telephone 
coll at my horae Cron: 

lx. P. Parr, 

29 Adrian Street, 

Burvood, Telephone after 1400 hours 29-1005* 



Hr. Parr stated that he was a responsible person, an officer in RAAF 
reserve and lie did not wish to create the opinion that he was a nut* 

At abor.t 1055 hours on Saturday 21 October 1978 he was travelling from 
lit* haver ley in a southerly direction along Iluntingdale Hood* He observed a 
shower of very bright metallic 'scintillations* to the south, high in the sky 
at on angle of about 45 ffcon tie horisontal 1*5 of in vertical plane 
end 1° of arc in tie lateral plane* About 50 bright centres* Followed by 
a dark con trail moving from south to north* At first he thought it to be 
a meteor shower. 
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Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but 
in practice, due to the effects of the aimospR re, refraction occurs causing 
the rays iO be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface 
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the 
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of 
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a 
"radio duct". Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes 
the earth and then is trapped within the duct causing certain radars to see 
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or 
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry 
compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts, 
his condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions. 

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is 
second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second 
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant 
objects normally out of radar range. 



The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated 
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be 
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by 
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return 
con d be a second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania. 
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Frederick (pilot) satisfied trio edloal require «nta for ini till issue 

on 3.2.77 when his weight was recorded am 120 lbs* (Is nlnlmsd no sswino . i 
experience at that d te. h«re vne to medical history of sigtiifiuarvje and no lioence 
limitations were imposed* 

Ob 21*10*70 Valenti oh was engaged in a night UK flight iron feorabbin to 
l'HS Inland when ns reported U»it a lar t ,e craft with numerous 11 Jits was hovoring above 
his* Trnarnl soils os ss sd shortly afterwards and su bs e gme nt calls iron . el bourne *?yn 
ware nst anev-red. Dseplts an sxtsnelve search neither aircraft or rreoka o Jias been 
found* 

3 In addition to having access to the sir safety invejtlgntor'a fin.; in, 3 , the vrl.ar 

also interviewed the father and girl friend of falentloh and studied s copy of the taoe of 
of tie final trailed as ions from VH-.0CJ in an attempt to build up a buoan fan tore 
•okjround to this occurrence. 

’ -edfiriok was bom in Australia of Italian parents frou rleute. Pa tier soeaks 
•fractured ’ out understandable *jhglioh but mother and two younger ohildren apeak no 
*>Ji8h. .ns larvaia s of cioios In t.« hots is Italian but Frederick was not fluent and 
father always corrected Proderlok's spoken Italian which Prsderiok resented* Fm 
■ is ’ slow average .o. olor and obtained u poor result in his Lr.iving certificate. 

lelioisB is ths roll g1 an of ths family bat they am nst regular nhnrnhgsnr n i 
• ati er ex. reseed his diaappointoent that »'rsderick onl* attended ohuroh at Jurist, as, 
viater and on *’jp«ci a oooasions" and ha tried to persuade Prederiok to attend mrs often, 
‘rederick's girl friend is a > othodl^t* 

{ Fmd-rio* was a very keen masher of ths Air ftndnlag Corps. Ils devoted a great 

d,,?a ol tla * to Uwse activities which he enjoyed and J .. w is , roud to wear th,- onifott. 
e .Ad ar.bitionr to becor* an Air Pbroe pilot but uis educational qualifications 
precluded thiu* 

tie was at pains to be accepted and rsspeoted by nie superiors (in te /.TO) and 
^ is ; era. ltttou j always appearing to be above rsnroach, la t«ad lied to to his 

father, to his ?C officers and to hia girl friend about having passed subjects for his 
,.1 fast# failed* He hod also told ths owner of ths aircraft that# on 

tuia last ^lli/htf its had arranged to collect a consignment of crayfish frotc ;• in. Island and 
to brm oock passeri era w:« wore waiti., for *iii.| neither of wltloh w e true* 

3 a titer was convinced, and rsunina 3© according to subsequent ijedia ublicity, that 

B,B waa n °*Ptursd n by a C.V.O and that he would be returned when ''they* nad finished 
invest! ating him* Frederick showed a great Interest in IPOs and had a collection of 
books, articles and dippings on ths subject but fat .-r did nottiink that r.is son wn» an 

• 1 • • . r ■ • i ; . 
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Title 



Fi le 



Poge 



SUBJECT 



9 rred erlak»o irl friend seeded to enjoy the publicity lineli Jit surround in, the 

)i.iap>earunce. die did not appear to be unduly concerned and gave the impression that 
»he expected to see Kin a. uin. ahe claimed tlxr t there was a permanency to her 
rel .tionc'xip with Prederiok and that they had plans for beoosing engaged. but father 
di&dssed the relatione! ps as being of no consequence. 



^ 1,1 t;i * abeen<w of “V furtiser concrete* evidence, one can only surest a number 
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance « 

(a; interve tion - no further ooestent apart x'ron the observation that there 

were no sighting reports of a brightly Illuminated craft large enow* to 
take on board a Cessna 182. 

. •>; hiioriontacion - at the place and tine of occurrence, thin la a distinct 
possibility and even robability. On the other and, it would have resulted 
reis^lt 0ntr0 ^ 1 ^ impact with the eea and one would have expected wreckage to 



(o) Controlled landing on the sea with the intention of escaping from the 

aircruit ucfare it sank. This could nave been successful or not successful. 

s stssjss 4 *» r «- »**•« — «■» 



(d) Successful landing elsewhere. Perhaps Valentica was not where he said he 
was and he landed in a remote location. 

(e> dE^vei^r®*® **•“ &tt « 1J ‘ tln e (d) and the wreckage has not yet been 
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A 16-year-old Penguin girl has taken a photograph of what she believes to be an un- 
identified flying object over her parents’ home. 



Mr Peter Gra 
c/- Departme 
G. P. 0. Box 
Melbourne . 



The girl, Michelle Dick <16), ot 
Browns Lane, took the photograph at 
about 2 p.m. on Sunday last month. 

The coloured photograph shows an 
oval-shaped object high In the sky 
above the Dick’s home. 

A ring of light encircles the object. 

Michelle said yesterday she watch- 
ed the object for about five minutes 
before taking the photograph. 

"It came from Riana way and mov- 



1733 P, 



ed out towards sea," she said. 

“It was travelling very slowly and 
in a straight line.” 

Michelle described th? object as 
oval-shaped, grey-silver In colour and 
surrounded by a glow. 

She did not see it go out of sight. 

"The phone rang and when I came 
back it was gone." 

Michelle’s parents were not home at 
the time and none of the Dick’s 



neighbours reported seeing anything 
strange in the sky. 

She said people who had seen the 
photograph believed it could be a 

"Others think it’s just a blob on the 
camera but I wouldn’t take a 
photograph of our clothes line and the 
top of the house.” 

Michelle said she was sure the ob- 
ject was not a plane. 



Dear Mr Graham, 

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the 
Penguin girl is enclosed. 

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin, 7316. The telephone 
number is (004) 37 2542. 

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
call. 
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H. M. Catchpole. 
News Editor. 
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November 10, 1978. 



Mr Peter Graham, 
c/- Department of Transport , 
G. P. 0. Box 1733 P, 
Melbourne. 



Dear Mr Graham, 

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the 
Penguin girl is enclosed. 

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin, 7316- The telephone 
number is (004) 37 2542. 

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
call. 



Yours sincerely, 

THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD. 




H. M. Catchpole. 
News Editor. 



Enel. 
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A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited 
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FILE Milk 



Director, Vic/Tas Region 



MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ 
BASS STRAIT, 21 OCTOBER 1978 



Attached is a copy of a letter received at this office in 
connection with the issue of a report concerning this occurrence. 

Also attached is a copy of our reply. 




for Assistant Secretary 
(Air Safety Investigation) 



■13/5/BO 



Peter G.Heane 

55 Greville Mve 




Flinders Park 5025 

S.A. 






This is by uay of an enquiry as to obtaining the Department of Transports 



Report on their investigation into the disappearance of pilot Frederick 
l/alentich on October 21st, 197B over the Bass Strait. 

I believe that the accident report has already been released to the public 
in the usual booklet form which deals with these events, however the local 
GovtoPublications Seller does not yet have it, so you will appreciate that 
I am writing to you directly for assistance in this matter. 

Please notify me as to the costs required to obtain one copy of the Dept.'s 
report. 

In thanking you for your time,I am, sincerely , 




Peter G. Keane. 



COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 






Telephone: 6 2 0 1 31 ( Area Code 03) 

AVIATION HOUSE Telegram*: AVIAT, MELBOURNE 

188 QUEEN STREET Telex: 30499 and 30276 

MELBOURNE Po*»ol Address : Box I839Q, G.P 0. 

MELBOURNE 3001 

In reply quote Ml 1 6/703/1047 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter dated 15 May 1980 requesting a copy of a report of the 
investigation of the disappearance of Mr. Frederick Valentich on 21 October 
1978 over Bass Strait, has been received. 

The investigation has not yet been completed. In the normal course 
of events a decision as to whether a report will be released will not be made 
until the investigation has been concluded. Release depends on whether the 
information emerging is of significance to the accident prevention objective 
of the Department. The information available to date suggests that the 
release of an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report would be unlikely 
in this case. 

Nevertheless, your request has been forwarded to the Director 
Department of Transport, Victoria/Tasmania Region G.P.0. Box 1753P» 

Melbourne 5001 , who has the responsibility for the investigation. Should 
action be taken to issue a report, he will be in touch with you. 



Yours faithfully, 



for 

(Air 




cKenzie) 



Assistant Secretary 
Safety Investigation) 



Mr. Peter. C. Keane, 

55 Greville Avenue, 
FLINDERS PARK S.A. 5025 



DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 




BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 

Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 

Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 



POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY. PO. BOX 1C36M. MELB. VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 



BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 

Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 

Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 
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POSTAL ADDRESS : REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P.O. BOX 1 030 M , MELB. VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 




METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS. MQDRABBI N - CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND 

0830/0930 GMT 21/10/1 97B ; 

t 

1. At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 

extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 



Victoria toward Adelaide. 



. The pressure range was} Melbourne 1023.5 mb, 

( Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb 

. Surface isothermsj 

21 °C Melbourne - Warrnambool 

1 7°C Wilsons Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cape Otway 

1 3°C Lat 4© 5 Long 1 46-J-E - Lat , »•*’. S Long 144yE - 
Lat 40i S Long 144E - Lat 39-*-' S I 1*3*E- 

. >v. ^ . 

2. Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a 

trace of ’stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at 
3000 ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the 
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra- 
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no 
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft 
over King Is. a^ 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from 
Cape Otway Lighthouse. 



/ Sr&T 



3. At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than 

10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes 
occurred alonn the coast durinn t.he afternoon. 5+ is likely fh»t 
shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some 
areas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is 
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed 
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is 
r.nnsiHoT- RC | 4- u ~t there were * surface inversions over the sea btrt 
'rather very stable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft. 



4. Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence 

inversion of 3°C between 7000 ft and 8000 ft. This inversion 
probably extended south to C=ipe Otway but further south toward 
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly 
just an isothermal layer. 
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. Winds and temperatures along the route ‘were probably: 



Moorabbin/Cape Otway. The Dew Points are estimates only. 



1000 ft 
2000 " 
5000 » 
7000 " 
10000 " 



Variable 5 knots 
020/10 
350/10 
310/15 
270/20 



• Cape Otway/King Island 



Temp 


+ 16 


Dew Point + 1 1 


t» 


+• 14 


" + 6 


ti 


+ 7 


" Zero 


ti 


+ 1 


" - 3 


91 


zero 


" .• dry 



1000 


340/10 


2000 


330/1 5 


5000 


320/1 5 


7000 


310/20 


10000 


290/25 



Temp +13 -Dew Point +10 

" + 11 " 1 +7 

" + 7 " +2 

" + 4 " Zero 

" zero " dry 



6 . 

Mt Gambie 
0630 GMT. 
1100 GMT. 



Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at 
r and Laverton at 3 pm. Both balloons had burst by 
The next balloon flights were not carried out until 




(R.K. 5TI BBS) 

for Regional Director. Vic 
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 



BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 

Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 

Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 




POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTO 
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RCD 30 OCT 1979 I 29 October 1979 



Director , 

Vic/Tas Region, 
Department of Transport, 
GP0 Box 1733P, 

MELBOURNE 3001 
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MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHD5J - BASS STRAIT 21.10.78 



On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria to Adelaide. Conditions were perfect for night flying 
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered 
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km 
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the 
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 1 7C at Cape Otway and Wilson's 
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower 
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below 
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape 
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots 
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal 
fringe. State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson's Prom, 
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The oil platform 
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south- 
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King S. , 

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and 
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier. 



The probable winds 

AMMB/CTY 1000 

2000 
5000 
7000 
1 0000 

CTY/AMK1 1000 

2000 
5000 
7000 
1 0000 



along the intended 

ft VRB 05 

ft 020/10 

ft 350/10 

ft 310/15 

ft 270/20 

340/1 0 
330/1 5 
320/1 5 
310/20 
290/25 



route were: 



The winds elsewhere were: 



North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S: 



2000 030/15 

5000 050/15 to 10 NSW coast 

1000 050/20 to 10 NSW coast 
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Western Victoria and 5E South Australia: 



2000 


VRB 10 






5000 


010/1 5 






7000 


330/1 5 






10000 


300/20 






Eastern Victoria: 
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1 0000 


270/1 5 






Gippsland coast and east 


Bass Strait: 






1000/2000 VRB05 becoming 


320/1 5 toward 


Flinders Island 


5000 


290/1 5 






7000 
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1 000 
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South of Lat.40S - freshening westerlies: 




2000 


270/20 to 30 


over 


Tasmania 


5000 


270/25 to 30 


over 
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1 0000 
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The cloud conditions apart from Tasmania! west coast was 
relatively free from low cloud. Some cirrus persisted in most areas 
and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to 
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft. 




( R . K . STIBBS) 

for Regional Director, Vic 
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Was it an accident or did ii\e 
"four-pointed stajr" deljberqtely 
ram pilot Frederick Valentich's 
Cessna and reduce i{ fo ashes? 

\ \ > l * V, ') ’ i y i f&f 

By Michael Fields \ V r 1 

, 

The gloom in the darkened sky Then he mac(e his ^hied f 

thickened about him Outside the observation * * ' * .« 

cockpit of his trim, 120-mile-an- A fiery cylinder shot aerpss the 

hour Cessna the wind shrilled and nose of Jiis plane \\ moved with i| 

faint streaks of lightning such incredible speed tbm i 

brightened the far-off horizon He ValenticK could not cj^rniine if ? 
touched his controls and the it was an ^ircraft or a n^e^epf. 1 

Cessna rose obediently from Wa$ it a Jrick of yisj^nf He keyed v 1 

sooty c louds The night sky was his piicropfione fpr a ca|J signal A 

dear and Frederick Valentich. a to the air tower ip Melbourne; but) 

' h«-erful, seasoned pilot, made decided qtherwisp He simply 

two observations: he had reached couldn't ^escribe what his rpjnd 
5.000 feet, visibility was told hirri p|e saw not only a •• 

unlimited All was well It would gleaming pietal cylindej (pr dief 

be a routine flight he?) Jnit rows of windows and a 

, I I V v. I”' fe-- # 



Idea l UFO Mcifla-zine Ho." 
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U. greenish vapor Who at 
Mo bourne wou ,d believe that? 
Like all skilled pilots, Valentich 

„7S' 1! S Si,ua,ion I* was 7 03 

P M October 21. 1978. Calmly he 

‘•eked off ,he facts. He was «yin« 

on course over Bass Strait, which 

separated Tasmania from 

mainland Australia, making good 
. »«ne since leaving Melbourne’s 
•Moorabbin Airport at 6:10 P M 
Straight ahead Was his 
' J Jos,in ‘ 1 ‘«on. King Island, just off 
the coast. He listened to 
^ekicrounef noises on his two-way 
radio strangely comforted by tlW 
crackling of voices, assured by 

and calhn 0 *' ,h(>,r posi,ion 

and calling m commonplace 

Votings like ships or far-off 
planes 

comm''’ ". W ' ,S No, hing 

commonplace about the 

incredible shape of the "thing" or 



thousand r • 

n “None. And nope - repeat ’ 

. V • ’ f _ ' ' f‘ 1 ,' '' i. X. f ' • 

Tower, VQU mus( re . ch . 

Nothing. vy e jell you. Nothin* ! 
fxactly five thousand Speed 

“Tpwer, listen fo mel Right now 

damn' W° rb ‘!i 8 ° 0d T ^fs ’ * ■■■■% 

damned unidentified. This craft • 
like no other. Thi M hing irbft s , 

around my Cessna faster than I 

fnaybe. Windows. Must be 
-tW >" «"i«r near , 






/ continued from page 35 
hundreds of miles. Flight 229, 
please state nature of this craft. 
Only you change position and 
altitude. Are you okay as to you 
right position and altitude?" 
"Tower, it's gone, vanished." 

"In what direction is 
unidentified craft moving away?" 

"Tower, it did not move away. 

It no longer exists." 

"Please check this observation 
229. Unknown craft must move 
away in some, repeat some, 
direction." 

"Creen vapor directly 
overhead, tower. Now that's 
gone." 

"Now you are all clear, 229? 

And there is no strange craft, 
right? Could be miscalculation. 

But did you hear a vibratory?" 

"Tower, heard nothing but my 
own sound" 

Electrical phenomena, 229, 
perhaps. Ball lightning can do 
strange things. Mirage not 
uncommon with storm flare." 

"Storm flare far off to east, 
tower. Not vapor trail, either. 
Holy... here it comes from 
southwest! All shiny and metallic. 
My Cod, she comes at me. 
Electrical stuff doesn't have 
portholes, Tower And it's making 
sharp turn downward at me. 

Wait.. .let me — " 

Silence. 

"229, come in. 229, answer 
please." 

Silence. 

"229, what are your 
intentions?" 

Intentions? Very early in his 
tlight training Valentich had 
learned that rendering a sober 
judgment of a flight observation 
also offered evidence of a pilot's 
reliability and visual 
sophistication. Although only 21, 
Valentich had been airborne for 
two years and was respected by 
air control men and air traffic 
experts. Valentich had built up a 
"good log" in towers from 
Victoria to Tasmania; within 
10,000 square miles he was 
known as a meticulous spotter. In 
fact, a spokesman for the 
Australian Transport Department 
paid Valentich the following 
homage a few weeks after he 
literally vanished from this earth: 







AUSTRALIA 

MELBOURNE ^ 



APPROX. LAST 
KNOWN POSITION 



Repeat, not aircraft known to u{ ( 
Unidentified vehicle has a green 
light at terminus of upper 
cylinder Outer pro jection 
appears to be aluminum or som 
other light metal The windows 
are unmistakable and I see four 
other lights from the interior. Nc 
windows, some other observatio 
area Tower, it is playing a game~ 
Able to become stationary while 
at height of unmeasureable high 
velocity Now it's flying past at 
my fuselage on the right and no 
more than 400 feet from my 
position — " 

"229, are you on collision 
course?" 

"No, it is still at my side It can, 
can hang motionless orbit over 
and under me Let me log — " 

"Proceed, 229 " 

"Wingless tube she is Maybe 
100 feet long, with a green blast, 
sometimes green vapor. This a 
torpedo-type shape but so 
distended it appears to have 
outline of immense four-pointed 
star Repeat again nearest to 
likeness of a massive cylinder an 
approximately twice the size of 
standard 707, or a B 52." 

"229, you logged 100 feet in 
length " 

"Tower, I log 100 feet length 
approximate in one sighting But 
it dilates, it expands to huge size 
as I look at it." 

"Keep logging But are you in 
danger?" 

"Not thinking that way Too 
much unbelievable to look at.' 



"He was far more than a 
qualified pilot He was a 
dedicated and vigilant observer 
His log was not one littered with 
'there's a funny balloon out to the 
east' or 'a flaming something' 
without trying to describe what a 
something is. He put objects in 
flight under careful surveillance; 
one could venture that Valentich 
was almost scholarly in his visual 
thinking 

"We recall conversations with 
him in a flight room where, after 
hearing a yarn about a ridiculous 
sighting, he espoused a policy of 
being a 'master of the possible.' I 
remember his phrase By that he 
meant a possible object in the sky 
could turn out to be probable if 
given assessment from all human 
resources. 

"He emphasized he also didn't 
believe putting anything one 
doesn't understand in the 
crackpot file. It was his belief 
that sure as hell he didn't buy the 
idea of interplanetary vehicles, 
but it doesn't mean proof is 
lacking. In flight Valentich was 
committed to a total estimate of 
the situation. That's why his 
recordings of October 21, 1978 
deserve thorough evaluation " 

At 7:0 7 P M Valentich had 
indeed given the situation a total 
estimation. Throttling down the 
Cessna, he maintained his course 
but dropped to 3,000 feet In a 
flat, expressionless tone, he began 
his log on the Melbourne tape 

"Tower, it is not an aircraft 



• "Ar^you in danger, 229? Shall 
we send pursuit?" 

"Here he comes from 
southwest! Passing within 200 feet 
overhead Good god, my engine is 
— (thunderous roar drowns out 
his words). 

"Is this Mayday, 229?" 

"No, he's gone eastward. But 
engine stalled when he made last 
pass... engine now resumed 
okay... and he's coming right at 
me again. Please check your 
traffic scan. You must have a 
craft in vicinity." 

"Nothing sin£e your first 703 
alert. Nothing now. Will order 
pursuit. . .full scramble to 8 miles 
over Bass at 3,000 altitude, 
correct, 229? You are sure? 

There's zero prck-up of another 
craft anywhere in your area. But 
there was a noise — " 

"Unknown craft coming 
straight at me! He's hovering... it's 
crazy. There he goes, but I can't 
lean on his bearing. ..Why, he's 
vanished ." 

"There is no craft. 229. Shall 
we order for scramble?" 

"Cone, I log. ..no sighting . I'm 
alone at three thousand." 

"What's your intention now, 
229?" 

"My intentions, ah, 
keep on course to King Island. Do 
you believe my log?" 

"Sure do, we know it's 
Valentich." 

"Thank you, tower. Am 
proceeding at speed of 110 at 
same course moving up to four 




thousand. Wait . wait.. .engine 
faltering... I've got rough idling, 
she may conk. What the hell? Oh 
(deleted) Oh (deleted) she's 
coming up from the rear at a 
tremendous burst, his green light 
is all over here. ..she. ..he. ..it. ..it's 
not aircraft , going up to five 
thousand... six thousand long 
wingless metallic tube spouting 
flame ... I feel scorching . . . 

I feel 

"229, we hear something 
tearing . . . 229? 229, please 
reply—" 

In the tower at Moorabbin 
Airport there was only silence. 

For a moment the air traffic 
controllers waited, stunned It 
seemed unearthly. On their 
receivers they heard a loud 
CRUNCH! followed by a second 
detonating impact It was the 
unmistakable screech of metal in 
collison with metal. 

"Come in, 229? Come in!" they 
repeated, hearing only their own 
breathing. The radar screen 
seemed to mock them. The blip 
that had been Valentich's plane 
simply vanished. The normal 
order of radar evidence — blip 
striking another blip to indicate a 
two-plane catastrophe — did not 
appear on the screen. 

"And he didn't go down!" cried 
the chief controller. 

"That smashing," said the No. 2 
man. "Not impact with water, 
what?" 

Later Australian Transport 
spokesman Ken Williams summed 
it up in a terse report. 

"The Cessna was totally alone 
over that sea area. We knew 
precisely where Valentich had J 
been. It was a clear night. Very ! 
little wind and no rain or fog 
Visual coverage for Valentich was 
clear for a hundred miles in all 
directions. Assume the highly 

( unlikely situation the radar failed , 
to pick up a second craft. . .how J 
could Valentrch fail to perceive I 
that craft in perfect weather 
conditions?" 

Even as search planes roared 
into the night sky armed with 
exact data as to Valentich's last 
known position, Moorabbin 
Airport technicians pored over 
recent information they had been 
inclined to disregard. From 



Sle 

October 18 to October 21 (only 
five hours before the Cessna 
disappeared) there had been 11 
UFO sightings The Royal 
Australian Air Force confirmed 
the burst of UFO activity "Those 
unexplained sightings occurred 
over land and off-shore We call 
them reports of sightings," the 
cautious statement said. 

Valentich's last cry of "engine 
faltering!" was less of an enigma 
to Australian air control than his 
disappearance They no longer 
disregard reports of "sputterings" 
or "temporary failure" of planes 
in the vicinity of UFO sightings — 
even though pilots of these 
planes do not report a UFO 
encounter 

A Civil Aviation spokesman 
states: "UFOs over our territory 
have been seen in conjunction 
with electromagnetic interference, 
radio blackouts, motor stallings, 
air ionization and other odd 
effects. 

"Validity, some at least, could 
be given to the likelihood of 
UFOs Something is hovering at 
low altitudes or making vertical 
ascents, descents, or orbiting at 
tremendous speed It is possible 
that a UFO requires extra power 
at such times, increasing the 
electromagnetic interference. 

"We reviewed hundreds of 
cases — not aircraft related — 
and there were automobile 
engines stopping for no apparent 
cause; radio and TV aerials 
crippled, electric lights have 
dimmed or gone out in cities, 
towns and villages But here's the 
mystery: the radio on pilot 
Valentich's Cessna functioned 
during close encounter Indeed, 
he radioed the object was as near 
as 400 feet Why then did his 
radio perform up to that last 
second of 'I feel scorching!' 
before he was gone from the 
radar screen? 

"And here we have the biggest 
mystery: if his radio performed, 
why was there a powerful 
magnetic force to banish his 
tormentor from the screen? 

"Are there UFOs with 
propulsion devices wiping out 
evidence as it so pleases them? 
Valentich radioed 'It is playing a 

/confirmed on pom* 80 
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/continued front puKf 37 
. . game/ and who can dismiss it as 
hysteria? His words may show us 
that there may be little or nothing 
for science to measure — no 
material object to be picked up 
by human instrumentation. 

Nothing can be repeated for 
study because nothing existed 
but a force we cannot 
explain , and the pilot's 
compliance with the duties of his 
job He saw it." 

For four days 18 military and 
private planes roamed over 
15,000 square miles of open sea 
The distance between Moorabbin 
Airport and King Island is 130 
miles. Three of the search craft 
followed the exact course of the 
vanished Cessna, circling and re- 
circling over a small region where 
Valentich would have come down 
: if he crashed. Again, the lost 
pilot's meticulous skill 
contributed to the precision of 
the three-plane search, criss- 
crossing back and forth, dipping 
to 1 50 feet, looking for wreckage, 
anything Ironically, Valentich's 
reportage on his final location 
was so dependable that searchers 
were able to focus on the exact 
few thousand feet of sea. 

Not a trace! • 

On October 23rd — two days 
later — a search plane spotted an 
oil slick. It was a small patch, 
slightly more than 50-by-50-foot. 

A scoopful was picked up by a 
gadget lowered to the sea from a 
helicopter. A few fours later a 
Melbourne laboratory positively 
identified the fluid as tar 
discharged by a freighter or some 
| other sea going vessel No 

airborne craft could have used it. 

Shortly after 10 A M on 
October 24, the telephone rang in 
the main office of the Melbourne 
Police Department On the line 
was bank executive Colin Morgan, 
59, of Melbourne His story 
fascinated the officer who was 



fielding dozens of calls from 
people who believed they had 
spotted the Uf O "A tube without 
wings I saw up there," announced 
Morgan "My wife, Isabel, saw it, 
too Metallic and bright, a green 
light, perhaps green smoke, or 
vapor " 

That did it No exact 
description of Valentich's sighting 
had been published in the 
Melbourne press, nor had it been 
broadcast over TV or radio 
Furthermore, Colin Morgan was a 
particularly credible witness: a 
distinguished member of the 
community, assuredly 
levelheaded, the vice president of 
a bank. "Making a mistake is not 
my business," Morgan said later. 

Morgan was right When air 
control sat down with him to 
compare its confidential taping of 
Valentich with the banker's 
superb recital, they looked at him 
admiringly. "It was like holding a 
mirror up to what the pilot 
logged," said a radio man at 
Moorabbin Airport 

Of all 11 UFO sightings from 
October 18 to October 21 — 
three made by professional pilots 
— none was as accurate as the 
description given by Morgan 
Others had chronicled a 
"pulsating box" or still more 
vaguely a "celestial craft" or a 
"traveling illumination" or a 
"greenish ferris wheel " These 
hazy recollections within 50 to 
100 miles of Valentich's actual 
encounter tended to support 
convictions that there had been 
"unexplained sightings," as the 
. Royal Air Force put it And these 
reports had drifted in before the 
news was flashed that Valentich 
had disappeared 

Morgan's deposition 
dramatically confirmed what 
Valentich logged at Moorabbin 
Airport It was uncanny. 

"What amazed me was the 
timing," Morgan told interviewers 

I 

I 




"When I read that the pilot's 
sighting was at 7 03 I couldn't 
bH -evv? it. At the very moment 
Valentich was reporting his 
encounter with a UFO, Isabel and 
I had synchronized our 
watches, precisely at 7 P.M It 
was low and traveling at 
unbelievable speed, cylinder 
shape, no wings, rows of windows 
and a greenish plume. Yes, it 
looked like a four-pointed star 
with green vapor streaming from 
one of its points/' Shortly 
thereafter, Morgan sketched what 
he and his wife had seen. It fused 
perfectly with the word picture 
Valentich had logged on the 
airport tape. 

A keen-eyed citizen and his 
wife had unerringly viewed what 
Valentich had logged But what 
of the terrifying "I feel a 
scorching!" and the sickening 
CRUNCH! as he vanished from 
the radar screen? What was 
Valentich's fate? . 

A scorching or burning trauma 
is not an unfamiliar experience 
for those who have had contact, 
directly or indirectly, with UFOs. 
UFO buffs are knowledgeable 
about existing data, much of it 
carefully documented, which 
gives a full account of domestic 
animals (horses, cows, sheep) 
found burned to death after 
strange flying craft visited the 
vicinity. 

Still unsolved, for example, is 
the 1967 case of the saddle pony 
at the Harry King Ranch, San Luis 
Valley, California, which was 
literally incinerated (the skeleton 
had been burned pink) shortly 
after dozens of witnesses saw a 
UFO traveling eastward over a 
mountain while extending 
antennae toward a pasture. Later, 
the U.S. Forest Service reported 
"high radioactivity" sweeping 
outward some two city blocks 
from the animals corpse Similar 
incidents have been reported 
elsewhere. 

In Miami, Florida, State and 
local police still have no answer 
to the bizarre "scorches" on the 
skin of businessman Filiberto 
• Cardenas, 45, who vanished from 
his car on January 9 this year and 
was later found, bleeding and 
seared on a road four miles from 
where he had been abducted. 
Three witnesses saw him plucked 



upwards by a * huge purple UKJ 
Cardenas reported that the hands 
reaching down for him from the 
UFO were "hot as a furnace." 

There are countless other 
stories from people burned by a 
UFO encounter Valentich's 
"scorching" experience is taken 
seriously by investigators, among 
them Cornell University scientists. 
They are still probing the truth, or 
untruth, of unexplainable "radar 
emissions from presumably 
unknown flying craft " Their link 
with human flesh mutilations 
defies analysis. 

In Chile, where UFO sightings 
are numerous, a Santiago team of 
physicists offered this 1974 
observation: 

"A strong heating effect from a 
UFO encounter could be 
explained as a radar-type 
emission. In part of the evidence 
studied there is a possibility that 
a UFO 'heat effect' is also 
associated with a 'UFO sound.' A 
certain proportion of reports 
include testimony of individuals 
of 'hearing' the approach of a 
UFO before it is seen This 
'sound' has been described as a 
peculiar buzzing inside the head 
We should not discount the 
stories of individuals, 
furthermore, who say they felt the 
extreme heat as some unknown 
object descended on them 
Natural emissions with 
extraordinary heat from a UFO 
bear some similarity to radar 
signals. 

"Many radar beams consist of a 
series of electromagnetic pulses 
transmitted intermittently. They 
have a high power of 
concentration in one direction — 
with heat acceleration. When 
there are strange interactions (a 
burn or heat laceration not seen 
previously) the individual who 
suffers them should be listened to 
carefully. 

"A UFO burn could be a 
reality. ..reality leading to a 
confirmation of a true encounter. 
And that high-heat encounter 
could destroy its target." 

Was the searing fire that 
enveloped Frederick Valentich's 
plane so volatile that it ignited 
the Cessna's metal structure? 

Could he have vanished as a puff 
of ash in the wind over the sea? 

The answer remains to be found — 
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aner.y, m.»..ru v-~. They *aid they held 
noderlck Valentich evidence thot Australia's 

radios that there ore Deportment of Transport 
people aboard the hod censored more than 
v/ I7L- tilver craft which five minutes of Volen- 
him over Bass tich's report. 

Sample passages . . . 

"This craft is like no 



with 

ejection ap- 
alun.ifnium. 
motionless 
Tike a green 
apor . . . but 
distended, it 



to have the outline of on 
immense, four-po i nted 
star. . 

"Now it dilates. It ex- 
pands to a huge size as I 
watch it."- 

And thpn. as the UFO 
closed in for the last 
time: "It's a long, win- 
dowtess. metallic tube. 



now. spouting flame. I 
feel scorching ... I feel 

. . ." 

The last sound on the 
tape is the screech of 
metal on metal. 

One week after 
Valentich vanished, I. 
too. was handed 
evidence that the 
Department of Transport 
hod censored the tape, 
on grounds of national 
security. 

Some of the. pilot's 
comments in the 
American magazine 
report tatty with notes I 
was given last October. 
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□ AN AMERICAN 
magazine claims it 
holds a top-secret 
Australian govern- 
ment tape concerning 
a UFO. 

In the a 1 1 e g e d 
transcript, published this 
week by Ideal UFO 
Quarterly, missing pilot 
Frederick Valentich 
radios that there ore 
people aboard the 
huge, silver craft which 
buzzed him over Bass 
Strait. 

By telephone, LiQlkgd 



Pilot 'censored’ 



to the magazine's New 
York executives. 

They said they held 
evidence that Australia's 
Department of Transport 
had censored more than 
five minutes of Valen- 
tich's report. 

Sample passages . . . 

'/This l&e no 



other. It orbits around 
me . . . has windows. 
It's a large craft with 
personnel. 

"Outer projection ap- 
pears to be aluminium. 
It can hang motionless 
. . . looks like a green 
tube with vapor . . . but 
so distended, J.t se^rps 



to have the outline of an 
immense, four-pointed 
star. 

"Now it dilates. It ex- 
pands to a huge size as I 
watch it." 

And then, as the UFO 
closed in for the last 
time: "It's a long, win- 
dowless, metallic tube, 




now, spouting flame. I 
feel scorching ... I feel 

The last sound on the 
tape is the screech of 
metal on metal. 

One week after 
Valentich vanished, I, 
too, was handed 
evidence that the 
Department of Transport 
had censored the tape, 
on grounds of national 
security. 

Some of the pilot's 
comments in the 
American magazine 
report tally with notes I 
was given last October. 



• . . SEEN or heard a 
ghost? 
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11 hurt as 
rodeo stand 
collapses 

ELEVEN people were ‘taken 
to hospital and a baby nar- 
rowly escaped death yesterday 
when a stand full of people 
watching a rodeo collapsed in 
Ulmarra, on the NSW north 
coast. 

More than 60 people were on 
the eight-tiered timber stand. 

Last night four people - two 
with broken bones - were still 
in Grafton Hospital. The oth- 
ers were discharged after 
treatment for shock and 
bruises. 

Police said a year-old girl es+ 
caped death because she was 
moved from her pram* seconds 
before it was crushed by the 
stand. 



•# rty and examination re- 
vealed needle punctures near their 
jugular veins. 

At least one trainer received death 
threats over his refusal to rig races, 
the report says. 

It also says a federal Liberal politi- 
cian and a State Labor MP accompa- 
nied two well-known criminals on a 
flight from Britain to Australia on 
July 25. 1976. 

The criminals had travelled to Brit- 
ain eight days earlier to buy gambling 
equipment for illegal casinos in the 
Sydney area. 

One had 10 convictions for SP bet- 
ting. 

The independent MP for South 
Coast, Mr John Hatton, described the 
report yesterday as ‘ frightening.*’ 

He said he would call on Mr Wran to 
order the NSW Police Commissioner. 
Mr Wood, to appear before Parlia- 
ment to answer questions relating to 
organised crime. 

“Either the Police Commissioner 
has not kept his minister informed of 
the crime intelligence unit's findings 
or Mr Wran lied to Parliament when 
he said he didn’t know the report exis- 
ted." Mr Hatton said. 



major international stamp 
dealer . He intended to selfj 
the stamps in Australia. / * 

About $470,000 wortf/ of 
stamps were in the main 
body of the briefcase. A zip— 
pered outer compartment, 
without a lock, contained 
an album full of rare Aus- 
tralian issues. 

Special seals were placed 
over the two locks for the 
main body of the briefcase, 
but the zipper was not seal- 
ed. 

Customs officials in Perth 
told the courier if he did 
not pay $45,000 duty on the 
stamps they would not be 
allowed into the country. 

The representative told 
Customs officials he could 
not pay the duty and the 
briefcase was kept at the 
airport. 

With the suitcase inside 
an airline safe, the repre- 
sentative contacted his 
superiors in London, who 
told him to make arrange- 



then m ule an 
wseffedcNed refuelling stop 
^t Bahrain, where passen- 
jWM**r/allowed to diseii.- 
■tiark^^Ntf security check was 
-made of the locker. 

The disappearance of the 
stamps was not discoverec 
until the briefcase had 
been delivered to its Lon- 
don owners 

Most of the investigation 
work was passed on to 
Perth. 

The man in cliarge of the 
investigation, Mr Bert Wal- 
ters. said it was possible the 
stamps were removed from 
the briefcase even before 
they were taken aboard the 
plane in London bound for 
Australia. 

Or they might have disap- 
peared on either leg of their 
round trip, or at stops in be- 
tween. 

“It’s all rather baffling. 
The adjusters in Perth are 
offering a $3000 reward for 
a full recovery of the 
stamps," he said. 



Seance ‘reaches’ UFO kidnap pilot 



A CLAIRVOYANT claims he has 
made contact with a pilot who disap- 
peared in October after reporting the 
presence of an unidentified flying ob- 
ject. 

He said the missing pilot, 20-year-old 
Frederick Valentich, reported being 
taken by a community in space and that 
the reason his aircraft has not been found 
is that it “disappeared from any physical 
existence.** 

The clairvoyant. New Zealand author 
and lecturer Colin Amery, held a special 
seance at his Dunedin home on Saturday 
night, exactly six months after Valen- 
tich’s disappearance over Bass Strait. 

The case made world headlines because 
of a radio message between Valentich and 
air traffic control in which the pilot de- 



By DAVID ELIAS 

scribed a bright object flying close to his. 
Cessna. The conversation ended with a 
metallic thud. Since then no trace of pilot 
or plane has been found. 

The missing pilot’s father, Mr Guido 
Valentich, knew of the seance and plan- 
ned to be in his son’s bedroom at the time 
to assist with deep concentration. But a 
mix-up over the time change between 
Australia and New Zealand put Mr Valen- 
tich in his son’s bedroom two hours early. 

During a short “conversation” through 
Mr Amery, Valentich is said to have told 
the seance that 60 seconds of the radio 
transcript was suppressed and edited out 
before it was released. The allegation is in 
line with highly-publicised claims by 
friends and family after its release. 

Valentich is supposed to have said he 



was safe but no longer had a physical 
body. He is claimed to have said: “I am in 
light. 1 can move to wherever 1 need to 
be.” 

Valentich reportedly said there were 
people who had come to do certain work 
and they needed his skill. They were not 
from earth but from a place in the galaxy 
he could not locate. Asked if there were 
others with him he replied: “Yes. Many 
people with technical skills have been 
chosen to help, and these people are my 
colleagues. They come from the olanet 
earth.” 

Mr Guido Valentich said yesterday he 
still believed his son was alive but was 
sceptical about Mr Amery’s claims. Mr 
Valentich said it was just possible Mr 
Amery might be trying to publicise his 
book. New Atlantis, which predicts severe 
upheavals and great changes to the earlh 
in about a year. 
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Left Besides turbocharging, the A 36TC also 
has a new extended rear compartment for up 
to 701b baggage. Below left Deliveries of the 
Skipper should begin early next year 



Turbocharged 
1979 Bonanza 

A NEW turbocharged Bonanza, desig- 
nated the A36TC, is included in the 
Beechcraft line for next year. Certifi- 
cation is expected this month, and 
deliveries will begin next year. Engine 
is the 300 h.p. Continental TSIO-520- 
UB, raising maximum certificated 
altitude to 25,000ft, and gross weight 
from the A36’s 3,6001b to 3,6501b. The 
diameter of the standard three-bladed 
propeller is an inch smaller for re- 
duced tip speed and noise, and for 
greater ground clearance. The need 
for cowl flaps is eliminated by a series 
of louvres and gills, and the heater 
has been redesigned and repositioned 
to cope with the lower temperatures 
at high altitudes. 

Standard features on the A36TC, 
as well as the A36, include a new 
extended rear compartment for up 
to 701b baggage, and a new 15° 
approach flap setting common to all 
Bonanzas, identical with that of 
the Baron models and allowing a 
maximum extension speed of 152kt. 
Also offered on all 1979 Bonanzas is 
increased oxygen capacity, with the 
choice of either a 49ft? or 76ft 3 system. 
The A36, now in its 11th year, is cur- 
rently top-selling Bonanza, although 
the V-tailed V35 has now been going 
for 32 years and passed the 10,000 
mark in 1977. 

Next year will see the Skipper, 
Beech’s T-tailed two-seater, entering 




service in the Beech Aero Club train- 
ing package system, alongside the 
Sundowner 180, retractable Sierra 200 
and Duchess twin. The first produc- 
tion prototype Skipper flew in Sep- 
tember, and it has since been joined 
by another for flying towards certifi- 
cation, expected in January. Skipper 
production has begun at Beech’s 
Liberal-based division, alongside Sun- 
downer, Sierra and Duchess assembly 
lines. 

Sixty Duchesses had been delivered 
up to September 30, with production 
next year expected to exceed 200. 
Three have gone to Canada and in 
September one was flown 18,000 miles 
to New Zealand. Beech has developed 
a multi-engine course to complement 
Duchess introduction at its 100 Aero 
Clubs. The course covers complete 
training for the private and commer- 
cial pilot certificates and instrument 
rating. 



Cessna downed by UFO? 



A FULL-SCALE air and sea search 
was mounted from Melbourne last 
week for a Cessna 182 which dis- 
appeared after its pilot said he had 
b een buzzed by an u nidentified objecL 
Flying instruCUfc Frederick Valen- 
ti ch was flying alone over the Bass 
Strait when he told Melbourne air 
traffic that he saw an object with 
“four bright lights.” It initially passed 
about 1,000ft above him, he said, at 
a speed he could not estimate. Valen- 
tich w r as at 4,500ft, and no other air- 
craft were reported in the vicinity. 



He later said he was orbiting, and 
that the object, with “a green light 
and sort of metallic light on the out- 
side,” was orbiting above him. Shortly 
afterwards he reported his engine 
was rough-running, and said he was 
proceeding to King Island with the 
unknown aircraft still hovering over 
him. After what was described as a 
metallic noise on his transmission, 
radio contact was lost An oil slick 
was later reported in the area, but 
was thought to be too widespread to 
have come from a light aircraft. 



Prizegiving night at 
the Royal Aero Club 

THIS YEAR’S presentation of Royal 
Aero Club medals by president HRH 
the Prince of Wales takes place on 
November 28 at the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club. Awards to be presented 
include the Britannia Trophy, Silver 
and Bronze medals, the Prince of 
Wales Cup, Breguet Trophy, FAI 
Group Diploma, Tissandier and Mont- 
golfier Diplomas and Nile Gold Medal. 
The presentation will be at the RAC’s 
Mountbatten Suite, Pall Mall, London 
SW1. Tickets, at £6*50, are available 
from the Royal Aero Club Social Sec- 
retary, John Morgan, at 47 Curzon 
Street, London Wl. 



Development plans 
under consideration 
for Kent airfield 

KENT County Council may develop 
West Mailing airfield to cater for air- 
taxi and other types of business and 
private flying. Leader of the County 
Council, John Grugeon, stresses that 
this is only one of the options being 
considered. Others indude housing, 
industrial and recreational schemes. 

The Coundl is still a long way from 
making any firm dedsions, and is 
keeping in close touch with the local 
district countils. An aviation consul- 
tancy has prepared a full report on 
the airfield. The Coundl emphasises 
that recreational flying, espedally 
training dreuits, and scheduled air 
services are not induded in its plans. 

Chipmunk Club’s second 
year 

THE British-based DHC-1 Chipmunk 
Club has just celebrated its first 
birthday, and already has some 100 
members in Australia, Iceland, 
Nigeria, North America and Europe. 
Several joined after reading about 
the dub in Flight , and secretary 
Ralph Steiner writes to welcome 
other readers who may be Chipmunk 
owmers, pilots or simply enthusiasts. 
Contact him at Soller, Barnet Road, 
Arkley, Herts. 



Minister, 

Suggested reply herewith. 



26 APR TO 



✓ 



/ 



( G.V. Hughes ) 
Assistant Secretary 
(Air Safety Investigation) 



Dear Dr Cass, 



> ^wCx jldo Ho. 090 h/007H 

GVH:LA:ASIB 
„ 23 April 1979 

c.c. Secretary 

Dep Sec (AO) 
^,/7 FAS(AO) 

Director Vic/Tas 

/Parliament House 
CANBERRA . ACT 2600 

Private Secretary 
MLS 



S3 



I refer to your personal representations on behalf of 
Mr Guido Valentich of 18 Arven Avenue, Avondale Heights, whose son 
disappeared whilst piloting an aircraft across Bass Strait on 
21 October 1978# 



My Department was, of course, responsible for the search 
action which took place when it became known that the aircraft was 
missing. Additionally, the Air Safety Investigation Branch of my 
Department commenced an investigation at that time into the circum- 
stances which led to the disappearance of the aircraft. This invest- 
igation has not yet been completed but, in the absence of any trace 
of the aircraft or the pilot, it seems unlikely that it will be 
possible to determine the reason for the disappearance. Responsibility 
for investigation of reports concerning "Unidentified Flying Objects" 
is that of the Royal Australian Air Force and my Department has 
liaised with the RAAF concerning those aspects of the occurrence. 

Mr Valentich had contact with the Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre (RCC) at Melbourne Airport on each day of the search for the 
missing aircraft and was given details of the search action completed 
and intended. A few days after the search was abandoned, he visited 
the RCC and was given an extensive briefing of the complete search 
operation. At about this time he also visited the Regional Offioe of 
my Department to assist the investigation and the responsible air 
safety investigation officer advised him of the progress of the 
investigation at that time. Subsequently, he made two further visits 
and several telephone calls to the Regional Office for discussions 
with air safety investigation offioers and on each occasion was 
advised Of the progress of the investigation. It is understood that 
he has also had contact with the RAAF concerning the U.F.O. aspects 
of the occurrence. 



It is believed that Mr Valentich has been informed of all 
relevant information known to my Department in respect of this 
unfortunate occurrence and, of course, if any trace of his son or the 
missing aircraft is discovered in the future, he will be informed 
accordingly. In the meantime, if there is any specific aspect of the 
occurrence in respect of which Mr Valentich requires further information, 
any request made by him to my Department will again be treated very 
symp a the tic ally . 

Yours sincerely. 



( P.J. Nixon ) 

The Hon. M.H. Cass, M.P. 

Parliament House, 

CANBERRA. ACT 2600 
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Dear Mr Keane, 

In your letter of 12 January you asked several 
questions about the Cape Otway Light and the Cape Wickham 
Light. The attached sheet tabulates the answers to those 
questions . 



Your 10 January letter asks about public access 
to the file on the missing aircraft, VH-DSJ. The Air Safety 
Investigation Branch of the Department of Transport is charged 
with the investigation of occurrences which affect, or could 
affect, air safety. The purpose of these investigations is to 
help us all to prevent or avoid air accidents in the future. 
The material gathered in the course of our investigations is 
freely given to us on the understanding that we will treat it 
as confidential and use it solely for the purposes of accident 
prevention. 



With regard to your other question, please be 
advised that the investigation into this occurrence is contin- 
uing and the Department has not released a report of the 
investigation. 



Yours sincerely, 




(I.S. Smith) 
for Director 



Mr Peter G. Keane, 

55 Greville Avenue, 

FLINDERS PARK . S.A. 5025. 
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VI 16/783/1 047 



Dear Mr Valenti ch, 

In your letter of 8 January 1979 you asked me 
if I could provide you with a copy of the radio trans- 
missions made by your son during the flight which terminated 
in his disappearance on 21 October 1978. 

It is the normal policy of this Department to 
treat all recorded radio communications as confidential. 
However, in this case, I am very happy to give you a taped 
copy of your son's voice to have as a keepsake. 

I would ask you, however, in view of the Depart- 
ment's firm policy of confidentiality, to confine the hearing 
of the tape to your family for the specific purpose stated in 
your letter. 




Please accept my sincere wishes that the disappear- 
ance of your son will be resolved without further distress to 
you and your family. 



Yours faithfully, 



Mr 

(G.V. Hughes) 
A/g Director 



Mr G. Valentich, 

18 Arvem Avenue, 

AVONDALE HEIGHTS . VIC. 3034. 






ISS:CC: 26/2/79 



116/785/1047 
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Dear Kr lleane. 

Your letters of the 10th and 12 of January have been received and the 
matters you raised are receiving our attention. 




1 apologise for the delay in acknowledging your correspondence and thank 
you for your courtesy in enolosing stamped addressed envelopes. However, please 
be advised that these are not necessary when corresponding with an ..ustralian 
Government department. 



Yours faithfully. 



(i.S. Smith) 
for birector 



Peter G. Keane, 

55 Grenville Ave, 

- ' . u . . 5025 



-ifc £2. <yW- • 



in. 



MINUTE 




AD(S) 




Please see folio 75* 

2 This Branch is not really competent to answer 

Mr Keane's questions and we would appreciate you 
providing the required information where possible. 



1 v \ 

I.S. SMITH 
ASSU 

25 February 79 
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Dear Sir, 



Peter G.ITeane 
55 Greville Ave 
Plinders Park 5025 
Adelaide S.a. 




This is by way of an enquiry into the mainlight at Cape Otway light- 
house. 



The purpose of this letter is to obtain any information on the follow- 
ing that you care to release for an investigation into the alleged 
"UK)" related incident involving the disappearance of the Cessna 182 
on 0ct.2Ist: 



A) ./hat is the exact power output of the Cape Otway light? 

B) Bract ly how far can this light be seen? 

C) '.That are, the colours of the light and the exact duration of its 
revolutions? 

D) .vhat is the position of the lighthouse/height/width/no.of windows/ 
colouring/ etc ? 

2) When does the light begin operation each day? 

F) Do you have the same information on the above. 5 queries on the 
Cape Wickham lighthouse, King Island, and if so could you please 
supply it? 

G) Any information that you may deem relevant to my study. 



any information that you supply is greatly appreciated and will 
benefit my study. 

The lightnouse keepers at Cape Otway and Cape Wickham have both 
provided helpful information but I seek more detailed data on the 
above queries. 

In hoping that you will assist,! am sincerely, 



t FOttO 

•> 16 JAN 1979 . 





Peter G .Keane. 




^ Dear Ur Smitn, 



Jon.lOth 




i i] lihlk KC ( y klj iS79 



Peter G.Keane 
55 oreville Ave 
Flinders Park 5025 
Adelaide 3. A. 



iour assistance in earlier enquiries has been very helpful 
but I must make one final query; is the file on tne valen- 
ticn disappearance available to the public or has any inv- 
estigation by the Dept, of Transport or analogous organis- 
axions been released, that I may obtain. 

I* mil be glad to pay any postage fees/ reproduction fees 
and whatever else remittance is necessary upon notification 
as to these needs. 

In hoping that you will assist,! am sincerely, 




Peter u. Keane. 
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VI 16/783/1047 



Dear Madam, 

Your letter dated 3 .December 1978 re 
accident to VH-DSJ hae been received and you can 
expect a reply shortly. 



Yours faithfully, 
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I.S. Smith 
for Director 



Ms J. Brooks , 

31 Avenue Street, 
MILLSWOOD. S.A. 5034 
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VI 16/783/1047 



Dear Mr. K«an», 

The purpose of our analysis of the oil slick sample taken from 
Bass Strait during the search for missing Cessna 182 aircraft, VH-OSJ, 
was to determine i 

1 if the sample was of an aviation type fuel or lubricant and 

2 if it was, then was it from the missing aircraft. 

Results of the analysis by the Materials Research Laboratories 
lndica ed that the sample was conaistant with bunkering fuel oil and 
not, gasoline or lubricating oil. This result negated any requirement for further 
analysis as a "scoop" method was used to recover of the sample, it contained 
a very limited amount of the hydrocarbon base material and there is no 
residue for other analysis. 

'When the sample was taken from the oil slick it was located at 
39 19* South Latitude 144°01* Last Congitude. To date no wreckago of this 
aircraft has been sighted os recovered. 

Yours sincerely, 

A 

i 

(l.S. Smith) 
for Director 




Mr. Peter G. Keane, 

33 Greville Avenue, 
Flinders Park, 
ADELAIDE. S.A. 3023 



^8/II/7b 



I s NOV 1978, 



Peter G.Keane 
55 ureville Ave 
Flinders park 5025 
Adelaide S.a. 



4 



Dear Mr Smith, 



I have received your letter dated the 27th ( refer. VII6/ 783/1047) 
regarding an earlier enquiry into the oil sample obtained from 
the Mass Strait. 

The information you supplied, while appreciated, is not sufficient 
for my purpose which is to obtain detailed information on various 



aspects of the missing pilot incident including the findings on 
all wreakage and material thought to have come from the missing 
plane. 

1 wish to obtain a chemical analysis of the sample taken; is this 
available? 

Similarly, is information on the exact whereabouts of the oil- 
slick found, available? 

In hoping that you will assist my enquiries, 1 thank you. 



lours sincerely, 






Peter G.Keane. 




1 





DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 







Telephone 31 7222, Ext. 



MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA 

P.O. BOX 50. ASCOT VALE. VIC.. 3032 
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE 



Our Reference: 



30 NOV 1978 






M TH* 




Date: VtOV 19?* 



Director, 

Department of Transport, 

Transport House, 

108 Lonsdale Street, 

MELBOURNE , VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith) 

Your Reference: VI 16/ 783/ 1047 



Water Samples ex Bass Strait 

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon-based 
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and 
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry. 

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil, 
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with 
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The 
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials 
and hence could not be attributed to either. 

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which 
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface 
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development 
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal 
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick 
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could 
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage. 

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material 
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company. 







ISSsCS 27/11/78 







V1 16/785/ ,©Mf7 



Dear Mr. Keane, 

The Materials Reaearoh Laboratories analysed 
a water/oil sample obtained from Bass Strait at the 
request of The Department of Transport and they have 
referred your letter to this offioe. 

It was determined that the oil oontained 
in the water sample was fuel oil and not of the 
type used in the missing aircraft. 



Yours faithfully, 



I 

for Director 








Peter G. Keane, 

55 Greville Avenue, 
Flinders Park, 
Adelaide. S.A. 5025 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 

MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. MAR1BYRNONG. VICTORIA 

P.O. BOX 50. ASCOT VALE. VIC.. 3032 
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE 





Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: 7/3/1 Date: ) 4 NOV 1978 



Mr I. Smith 

Superintendent, Air Safety Investigation 
Department of Transport 
108 Lonsdale Street 
MELBOURNE. VIC. 3000. 



Dear Mr Smith, 



I have received correspondence from a Mr Keane of 
Flinders Park, Adelaide concerning enquiries into the disappearance 
of the Cessna 182 on October 21. Since these Laboratories 
are not in a position to release the results of an investigation 
undertaken for your Department, I enclose Mr Keane's letter for 
your attention. 



Yours sincerely, 



(P. DUNN) 

Acting Chief Superintendent 
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Adelaide 3.A. 






n ’iis ia by ray of a: enquiry into the findings on the oilslick 
recently found off Jane 7ichhan in relation to the disappearance 
of J he 3es"na IC2 on 0ct,2Ist. 

The subject mat' sr that I wish to obtain is detailed information 
on the type of oil found. For example ras it the typo of oil from 
' " af a p # Tfas the slick itself too large to have 

come from a domed niroraft and have authorities discovered any 
traces of oil, ; etrol» etc that could have corns from the Je- -r>a? 

Any information that you supply is greatly appreciated and rill 
assist personal inv^stigatic. into this case for the purpose of 
discussin the incident i s : hr'.' ec::l _ nr icle in "bcientific 
Australian" iagazino. 

In anticipation of your reply I thank you for your time and energy. 
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24/11/78 



DESPA TCHsL) ~ 



D *T f D£3 P^H?oNOV 1978 



PfiOufOURE 



V1l6/7b}/1047 



COMMAND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 
HEADQUARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND 
RAAF 

VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOURNE. VIC. 3004 



(Attentions Sqn Ldr T. Filing) 



MISSING AIRCRAFT s CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ ON 21.10.78 



A recent letter to you (VI 16/783/1047 of 23.11*78 refers), 
concerning missing aircraft VH-DSJ and other matters, was despatched 
without the mentioned attachments. 

These attachments are included with this letter for your 
attention. 




I.S. SMITH 
for DIRECTOR 



ATT 




ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 



COMMAND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 
HEADQUARTERS support COMMAND 
RAAF 

VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOURNE VIC. 3004 



< ~lOitk tke (Compliments o } 





\j2adAV 



REPORT OP Ui .USUAL AERKL SIGHTINGS 
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Part 1 - Report by Observer 



1 . 



Name of Observer f) V Q ^//f/vP/Z; 7/r/V 

Address (S CjATTLL Q^L (L i2 



Age 



2 £ 



vA’frU/ (?/W K 



State WC_ Post Code «' 



: x(.i — 



Occupation 'l <tT/7-<i HC/\ 



2, 



Telephone No, (home) C A 7 /£’*>/ (Business) JJ */' (Jj[^ 

a. Exact location of observer L > a/ 'TaJA. ~ Q. t&LlcT- Q. Q £112 'J 

jL&yT 32 - 



b. Observer’s familiarity with the location 



3. 



>m 



4. 

5. 



Start of observation: Date .?/• IQ ■ J’i Time flffc's'l 7- £>sr/p 
End of observation: Date %■( • (C ’/? Tiae Bi/yy,, "7 (0 a£i/pm 

Accuracy of date iZ __ Time 



General weather conditions of tine of observation, referring to cloud, 

T 



wind, visibility etc, C ^-c- j h l , St K t_ , — ci£SU.L 



Some P VTT-i-u b cf- y<.~,l /iiis-T 



6. 



a, 

b. 



In what direction van the sighting first observed? 

■vO 



At what angle to the horizon? 

fi$> WAS Pulc c j ' 



90 



2 w r>‘c 't c* A' C/va/ ^(1/6- f T'f sf 

Stktcridv' 4* our <C W. 






In what liirection was the sighting last observed? 

,o 



yVc fy/TO AJ 0 i£> ^ ' /v 1 2- VUif i 0 

Y<t*fT. HC^i^vCfZ. •-{ c' £-iC(- 



-lT fyy/- C loSc / t: 



'/He? ^ /V'i 

/fk t r SiChTu^ U r}-t A'HT <>(> 

HC'&HT AT /J b AQW&< /LA/s^r 'f H # A/ ylcH^MkC> i-fj'oc-i 

sh\f $C?/lCfLi>y\j if 'TD f)c 5 <£,t i 'fc7y 




8, ^Estimate of distance and/or altitude from observer 



9 . 



How were the ;nsvei’3 to questions b, 7 and >L assessed, and were ails 
or equipment used during the sighting? fi K f <f- Vi'i Z7/ V~~ 

t v - > A/ /vV C ^.< ( /°/, > n cil ^ISlS • 



/ 10, Describe 



I 



10. 



11 . 



' ~ 2 ~ 

Describe the ^pb^etff(B)/light(s) as follows : 

number _ 0\'£ 

f)\j Wirt' A ^U(Kf WrilTC AKiiT 

z' • w*» ^ 



6 



a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g* 

h. 

i. 

0* 

a. 



colour j_ Wh* "} ^rcrff_ '-tart i vhkh S-<><rr> {, /vlc^ /> ; cO ■ 

size Ltf ''foe 5>iZc o£_ Vi r VwJ. 



shape 



(<£mLL> 



brightness (relative to full moon/star) I'UkL /lip QiL . 
movement/direction of travel AjT <r i /■/s'T 

Ccul-C> /jo T lC' Alou(tJ< djLMMMMli on Cot >-s 



sound 

speed 



/t C/Vc' • 






method of propulsion //a/ k^ CW \J 



manner of disappearance [\!j- ‘SsMLLlll . 

Narrative description of the sighting and any unusual 
features or additional comments 



X_ i-V.H tiLP''‘K '‘ y fo/c- -f £t c?h^' 



'<*0 



ft cruses t\jr ^ai-/r q i\\ 



Vl r jC &MtR Mcur £_ & M:wT) 

rfr* J.'.ic M'/ Wife ikuMMLtl 
^S... ,iX 'l 'fcrr&vli£ / /. A 6j£ull lul '^sl...,$CA 

t'i'HlCli <MC 'VcsOUtV-'h sU A fljiKb Bcuh’ s^ - 

y fC / * | S ' ’ 

K > c-v* 1 1 T) 'fii^Vtr scj 2 _ {tjaLL i tfea 



t <s±M 



\LMML 



~T\7h\<w 

ncC,kCu r £ 



T 



/ 'f«t 



r N&TuKc fi 



f\ti tf) J~ A.-k LUyjjJ^Li. d±££l/x &LM 



: j- -fuc r 



3# 



so* 



ML 



LjML /nuy.jfcL QmL <i«rr. dl^uL Mml 



£\th-f $Cv/Airf> {jo G<? 3 fcitpy it j 3/\ / 

^/tD > .'Zftijy /, c i*ct\ h~r t f /j/v /A^cil/yw .* 

^ u; ycctTcT) ii.t-tz uf/jc. /J_r 'LlLl ^lmmjL "Id 1 ^ 

£~ -V fisft Q,-J pip a/'cT c c ^ P<- <■ ’< LC y / M, /T/j/-V 

' o /b. Diagram ' 

» / S ^T LS SiHp l-v hfsl'T cSi-Mr Ccuc-TP if ft< 



- 3 - 

b. Diagram or sketch of sighting (if possible) 





12 . 



Have you any photographs of the sighting, or is there any physical 
evidence of fragments, scorching or ground indentations? 




15* Eow many other witnesses were there to the sighting? 

(Please provide names and addresses if possible) 

nf s 6. Hiimiui/J 

6 Q-/yf ; rJ i& 

[/< 6 3* 

14. Have you previously made any reports to official authorities or U70 
organizations regarding unusual aerial sightings? If so, give 
brief details of dates and circumstances. 

Mi2 -I 



,, D 1 / / 

*2- e \! * I ^ Signature * ) - (J-'C t-iU- 



Date 
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a 

it 
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j{ r 
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V 
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f 



L 



£ 





r § •* 1 4 f *• 

rtf i 

4 lj e £ I i 
- rrrjr. 



[f U 

8 $ 
?• t- ! -T r F 



r 

Ca 

4 



-§ 

1 



c 



C. luk^< 



i/uf?* 



loJ- 

& 3 e 



\/H-6llV CV^7 












<vt 




C^r^A^eV 



l<i I'S-s £ 






H?OC. e*. '*?. ■/< ?i 
j//^6 /s - ?&<*: 

S*HV Wf O* /is5***<tS 



O 



S' 



• CA&)T*T> 7h--rr {c‘*'*'t*.7 



(v StAr 3>k> (i- 



Jr JbS .n- £> 

A*U} 



^vlfe Kt • 



» > « 



UuW 3>0 




Lt/I' 



/"V 



— 1 bA.^ 



Co ^o/ 






(7 A*S/i/+/ 

. lA.'rfT&t &u£<+ (01,* rf* 0 **t) 

, P/t-OT ~&n»*sT S** 
>4wW/a/4 rS^Tu. *^ 3 
/^r S- 1 ■ 7B 7 r 

(Jtt> A* rvAT*y^7 

55v<^/j$r5 A* Woiti.£> m-hs£ 
Aercprev //*'*&*>/'* r»*--r 
. 7b ao/.c.c ' y- 

Akttp^J J</o*rJ ItoVA, /,e) 

* w/rr&tz 

* B*/£f&T> £**&< s/c 7b 
Zo1j/»/rrt"^ 7-t?cK&c*y 

• l \fc)tJi-T> A-Aft/’B- S&t> bj-/2<*4. 

(M*TBjl 75 5-evs *'?'£- 

/7r Tftrrr ~D&rr<*. 

• <5,6*r*s6 *r OB, 4 ~t 

. ApiTlce. &*£«/££> />T 0^>C7. 

KJ Fbo. f 

Cu^'T-r—r 
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4 Plane wreck’ seen 



A PILOT yesterday reported he 
had seen wreckage of a plane in 
Bass Strait near where Mel- 
bourne pilot Frederick Valentich 
vanished. 

The transport department said 
the pilot, flying a Cessna 337 from 
Melbourne to King Island, circled 



over the area at 12.31 p.m., but 
could not see wreckage a second 
time. 

The department said any wreck- 
age at the spot, 48 miles north of 
King Island, would be in 30 
fathoms <60 metres). 

Seas were rough and a gale 
warning was out. 



The 5^,/^ 



**•//. 7? 



The department said 
planes and ships using 
the area had been alerted, 
but no search was plan- 
ned yet. 

Valentich, 20. in a 
single-engine Cessna 132, 
vanished on a night from 
Melbourne to King Island 
on October 21. 



Minutes before his ra- 
dio went silent. Valentich 
told air controllers that a 
large object was hovering 
above him; ' and it was 
“not an aircraft.” 



w 



MINUTE 




f- 

. 

.. TRANS AA30260 
TRANS AA30276 

24/10/78 

FROM HUGHES AS(SI) 

TO MINISTER 

C.C. SECRETARY t 

OEP . SEC. (A.O.) 

FAS (AO) 

FAS(FW) 

DIRECTOR VIC/TAS 

DPR 

ADPR 

AS ( PC) 

DAILY NOTE 

HISSING CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ - BASS STRAIT 



FOLLOWING INTENDED TO ASSIST IN ANSWERING ANY POSSSIBLE 
QUESTIONS AND IS SUPPLEMENTARY TO MY INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF 
23 OCTOBER. 



DETAILS OF RELEVANT SECTION OF PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPT FROM 
MELBOURNE FLIGHT SERVICE RECORDING ARE AS FOLLOWSi 



TIME 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


0906H4 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS 
THERE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 




F8 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC 




DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I AM* SEEMS (TO) BE A 
LARGE AIRCRAFTi BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 


0906144 


FS 


DSJ 


D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT 
IS IT? 




DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUR 
BRIGHT i IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDIN6 LIGHTS 


0907 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0907*31 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE 
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ME AT LEAST A 
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET R06ER AND IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED? 




DSJ 


FS 


ER UNKNOWN « DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 


0908*18 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST 
TOWARDS ME 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0908*41 


- 


— 


(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) 



S ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 



'•"5 C . T" 



i 1 • l 



7b lit I W nil/ 



£>( 



TRANSPORT 






THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 


p 


L “ " ■ THOUSAND FEFT AHflUF " J 





FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIRHED? 




OBJ 


FS 


ER UNKNOWN • DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 


0908: 18 


D8J 


FS 


MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST 
TOWAROS ME 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0908:41 


- 


- 


(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) 


0908:48 


OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE'S 
FLYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT 
SPEEDS I COULD NOT IDENTIFY 


0909 


FS 


DSJ 


LEVEL SIERRA JULIET R0SER «HAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 




OSJ 


FS 


MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR 
FIVE ZERO ZERO 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT 




DSJ 


FS 


AFFIRMATIVE 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY 


0909127 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT IT IS (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO 
SECONDS) 


0909142 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
THE ER AIRCRAFT? 




OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A 
LONG SHAPE (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS) 
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS 
SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE 
8EC0NDS) BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE. 


0910 


FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE 
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE 


0910*19 

\* 


OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE 
ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RI6HT NOW IS 
ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON 
TOP OF ME ALSO* ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT 
OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE 
OUTSIDE. 




FS 


08J 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0910148 


OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR FIVE 
SECONDS) ITS JUST VANISHED 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0911 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND 

OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY 

AIRCRAFT? 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT 
JUST VANISHED 




OSJ 


FS 


SAY AGAIN 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL 
WITH YOU 




OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN 
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0911130 


OSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH 
IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING) 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTI0N8 




OSJ 


FS 


MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH 
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN M1CROPHONP mo 




THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 


















DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN 
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0911 *50 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH 
IDLIN6 IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING) 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 




DSJ 


FS 


MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO 60 TO KING ISLAND AH 
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR 
TWO SECONDS) IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0912:26 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE (OPEN 
MICROPHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS) 




THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF BIGHTING OF AN OIL SLICK IN 
GENERAL AREA 

- ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND WHICH SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE 
IDENTIFICATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE 
FROM AN AIRCRAFT. 



THE 



COME 



NUMEROUS AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION ARE BEING FOLLOWED* 

INCLUDING 

- DETAILED STUDY OF THE FLIGHT SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS TAPES 

- HUMAN FACTORS ASPECTS INCLUDING 

* NEWSPAPER REPORTS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY 
OF PILOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING 
OBJECTS 

: IT IS REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCH PHENOMENA 

- THE METEOROLOGICAL ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPHERIC ASPECTS 

I RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY LAST LIGHT 

- THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT 

* AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE 100 HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY 
(20 OCTOBER) 

« THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 23 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT 

- FULL INVESTIGATION OF THE PLANNING OF THE FLI6HT 

- HISTORY OF THE PILOT 

i INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS 

» WITH OBJECT OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED 
i KNOWN TO HOLD UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH 
CLASS A INSTRUMENT RATING (NIGHT VMC) TOTAL EXPERIENCE 
APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS 

- SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS 
BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION. 



IT IS RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS RESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR 
DEFENCE 

- YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 

- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN INFORMED. 







NNNNSENTi- 241306) 
TRANS AA30260 
TRANS AA30276 
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THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 



Frans a a 3026 o 

TRANS AA30276 



24/10/78 

FRO* HUGHES AS<S* / ) 

'0 / 

OEP. SEC. C A . 0 . ) 
FAS ( AO > 

FAS(FW) 

DIRECTOR VIC/TAS 

DPR 

ADPR 

AS ( PC) 






(8 



IJW 'H 



kh]/ 



H7 




riE* 



TR«:. : ' !Ri 





DAILY NOTE 

MISSING CESSNA 182 VH-OSJ - SASS STRAIT 



FOLLOWING INTENDEO TO ASSIST IN ANSWERING ANY P0SSS18LE 
QUESTIONS AND IS SUPPLEMENTARY TO MY INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF 
23 OCTOBER. 

DETAILS OF RELEVANT SECTION OF PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPT FROM 



ME 


L30URNE 


FLIGHT 


SERVICE RECORDING ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


TIME 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


09G6 i 1 A 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JUlIET IS 
THERE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC 




DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I AM* SEEMS (TO) BE A 
LARGE AIRCRAFT* BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 


0906 ’ 44 


FS 


DSJ 


D 0 DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT 
IS IT? 




OSJ 


FS 


DFlTA SIERRA JULIET ; CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUR 
BRIGHT, IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS 


0907 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0907:31 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE 
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ME AT LEAST A 
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED? 




DSJ 


FS 


ER UNKNOWN, DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 




FS 


OSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 


•0908:18 


OSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAS~ 
TOWARDS ME 




FS 


DSJ 


DElTA SIERRA JULIET 


0908:41 


- 


- 


(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) 


0908:48 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE'S 
FlYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT 
SPEEDS I COULD NOT IDENTIFY 


0909 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 
LEVEL 




DSJ 


FS 


MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR 
FIVE ZERO ZERO 




FS 


DSJ 


DE-TA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT 




OSJ 






DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT 13 A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED? 









DSJ 


FS 








FS 


DSJ 


0908:18 


DSJ 


FS 












FS 


OSJ 


0908 : 41 


- 


- 


0908:48 


DSJ 


FS 








0909 


•r- 

FS 


OSJ 






DSJ 


FS 










FS 


DSJ 






OSJ 


FS 






FS 


OS- 


0909:27 


DSJ 


FS 



ER UNKNOWN, DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 



VICINITY 




MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAS" 
TOWARDS ME 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET 









(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) 



I 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT r£'3 
FRYING OVER ME two THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT 









DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 
LEVEL 



MY LEVE:- IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR 
FIVE ZERO ZERO 









OELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT 



AFFIRMATIVE 









DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY 






0R09:V? 




MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JUlIET ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT IT IS (OP£v MICROPHONE *OR TWO 
SECONDS) 









FS 

DSJ 



DSJ OELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
THE ER AIRCRAFT? 



FS 









0910 



FS 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST I r S A 
L0N6 SHAPE (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS) 
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE ThAN (“HAT IT HAS 
SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE 
SECONDS) BEFORE ME i RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE. 



OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE 
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE 



0910!..? DSJ 



FS 




OELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE 
ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW IS 
ORBITING AND' THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON 
TOP OF ME ALSO, ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT 
OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY £0N> THE 
OUTSIDE. 



0910:46 



DSJ 

FS 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET 












DELTA SIERRA JULIET (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR FIVE 
SECONDS) ITS JUST VANISHED 



0911 



FS 

DSJ 



DSJ OELTA SIERRA JULIET 



FS 



MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KINO 

OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT 13 IT (A TYPE) MI.ITARY 

AIRCRAFT? 



FS 



OSJ 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT 
JUST VANISHED 





DSJ 






FS 


DSJ 










DSJ 


FS 












OSJ 



5AY AGAIN 



WITH YOU 




DEi_TA SIERRA JULIET (ITS An NOR) (OPEN 
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST 



DELTA SIERRA JULIET 






0911:50 






F3 



OEL'A SIERRA JU-IF" THE ENGINE IS IS ROuGH 
IDLING IVE GOT T SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING) 































DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 

MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND Ar 
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR 
*0 SECONDS' IS COVERING AND ITS NOT AN 

















DSJ 













OSJ 






D/i A S I E . RA JUL I • CO •' I ' • 7r £ E R A . R -ATT 

JUST VANISHED 

SAY AGAIN 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS' ThE AIRCRAFT S ILL 
WITH YOU 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET CITS Ah NOR) (OPEN 
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH 
IDLING I VE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING) 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 

MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND Ar 
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR 
TWO SECONDS) IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT 



OSj DEL A SIERRA JULIET 



FS 

FS 






09 12 '• 28 DSj 



DELTA SIERRA JOLIET MELBOURNE ( OPEN 
M I CROAHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS) 






HERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF SIGHTING OF AN OIL Sc.ICK IN THE 
GENERAL AREA 

ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND WHICn SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE 

ENTIFI CATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE COME 
: ROM AN AIRr^AFT. | 

NUMEROUS AVENUES 0- INVESTIGATION ARE 3EING FOLLOWED. 

INCLUDING 

- DETAILEO STUDY OF THE - .IGHT SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS TAPES | 

DIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY j 

PIlOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FlYING I 

OBJECTS I 

S REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCr. PHENOMENA 1 

- ThE 1ETE0R0L0GICA, ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPn _RIC ASPfcl i 
i • RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT AP PROX I MAT ELY LAS 

THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT 



s AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE LOG HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY 

: THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 25 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT 

- FuLl INVESTIGATION OF Th£ PLANNING OF ThE F,IGn~ 

- HISTORY O c THE PI l OT 

i INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS 

: HTH OBJEC~ OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED 
. s KNOWN TO H 0 l D UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH 

Class a instrument rating (night vmc> total experience 

APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS 

- SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS 
BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION. 












IT IS RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS PESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR 
DE.-E CE 

- YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 

- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING lEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN INFORMED. 




, NNNNSlNT : - 24*306) - A E S T * 

I HANS AAJ0260 
TRANS AA3Q276 





ISS/JN 30/10/78 



VI 16/763/1047 



THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
BUREAU OP METEOROLOGY 
P.0, BOX 163ft 
MELBOURNE VIC 3001 



MISSING AIRCRAFT Vil-DSJ OVER BASS STRAIT Oil 21.10,76 

This aircraft is reported missing on a flight from Hoorabbin to 
King Island at 1912 hours EST on 21, 10,76, The aircraft departed 
Iioorabbin at 1619 hours EST and reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours EST, 

2 At approximately 2000 hours EST a Cessna 402 aircraft departed 
King Island to conduct a local search of the area and reported 
visibility in the area us excellent, (he could see Cape Otway light while 
still at King Island) and no cloud in the area. Other reports from 
persons on the mainland near Cape Otway reported no low cloud, a higher 
layer and good visibility althou.li hazy to sea. 

3 Request a full appreciation of the weather conditions existing 
at the time of this flight over the proposed route. Although the aircraft 
reported at 4500 feet and passing Cape Otway, winds to 10,000 feet within 
a 600 nautical mile radius of Melbourne would be appreciated. 

I,S, SMITH 
for DIRECTOR 



KSflMCHED fflfHOUT Htt f 
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AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No 

Station 

No 

Reg. Off. No 

Central Off. No. 



ML. 

388 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION Cape Otway- ..King. If* Date 2l/lP/l378. Local Time 13.12 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking Cessna 182 VHrPSJ PILOT: Name and Initials VALHJTICH, F* 



OWNER/OPERATOR Southern Air oervtoes FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) V£fc 

1FR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point MOQJT&bbAn First point of intended landing King Js, Fit. No 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

ENQINK MALFUNCTION - AIRCRAFT MISSING. 

1. At 210819 WT, VH-DSJ departed Moorabbin for King Island on a VPl^OT to 

King Island* Cap# QtWfty :..»t Q9Q0 with an BTA King Island of 0928 . 

2 * *!#ffw»st#d .inf o.rmation. of traffic in aroa since haoculd s#e limits. 

The pilot continued to report limits near hint until 0911 j| when he reported an engine 
rough running problem with the intention of continuing to King Island* The Alert Phase 

was declared and Aerodrome Emergency Procedures activated at King Island • King Island 

.iwtee 

3* At 091 radio contact was last with JSJ# Since ths aircraft had previously 

reported cruising at 4500 ft*, approximately the lowest level for continuous communication 

Flight ...Seryioe in the area, this mifijit have been indicative of losing 

latitude* , 

4* The !..0i.stre.ss...l%iise was declared at Q933 ...Wi th the mm 

5* An Air/sea/Ground search was mounted immediately with the first aircraft departing 

Mm. Island for a land searoh at 1001, The search continued until Q9Q0 on the ... 25 th 

October with no wreckage sighted, 

$* Weather oonditions in the area were reported as excellent with little or no olcud, 

lights winds and a calm sea* ft s» g*yt b njii 1 i^t 



NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name 

Address 



Dear Sir/Madam, 



Region 



Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



For future reference it has been allocated No. 



Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



on 



/ 



DOT 223 P 



For Director 




Th.o first King. Island ararih aircraft reportod swine the Cape Otway ligit when still south m± 

of C*pe Wickham, at 3000 ft, a visibility of shout 60 urn. 

Suaaot st Capa Otway was at 0030* 

Last light at Cape Otway was at 0921* 

Thera was no soon hut venus should have beau visible on a boaring of 255T at an 
0 f 55° approximately* ... ... 



7* TWo matyor problems were found during source of the search* 

(a) much aearoh time was lost by the optimum aircraft « the Orion* 

in directing a surface vessel to the position of possible oil 

slick and debris for retrieval* 

(b) When light aircraft* without integral navigation systems, found 

possible debris when out of sight of land they had to olimb to 

fix position and in doing so lost sigxt of debris*. 



SIGNED P* MldfKTT DESIGNATION SOC/SMC DATE: 26/ 19 1978 

* 

Please note instructions at foot of this page. 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 



SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: / / . 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 



SIGNED 



DESIGNATION 



DATE: 



/ . 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means; i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed ; n writing on this form. 



C. J. Thompson, AcUng Commonwealth Government Printer 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
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AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No 

Station Mlt 

No 388. 

Reg. Off. No 

Central Off. No. 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTI O N . . P ape Otway — King Is • Date .?l/lp/ 197.8 Local Time 1912 v 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking 1.82. YH— P§J PILOT: Name and Initials 

O W N E R/OPERATOR . . .?put he rn A i r Se rvic e 8 FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 

£ . IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point Fir$t point of intended landing . Ki*lg IP* Fit. No 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

ENGINE MALFUNCTION - AIRCRAFT MISSING# 

1* At .21.0819 OlT.,..yH-l)SJ. dapartad.lkM?;^ tti£>t to 

King. Island. BSI. reported . Cape Otway , at . Q9QQ with ..an. ETA .Kin^. Island of . 09.28^ 

2m AtQ9Q6k. BS.J.. requested . inf ormatton .of. aijr traffic., in. ar.ea 8inQe..he....CD.uId see.. lights*. 

The pilot continued to ...import lights, near him until. enfeine 

rpu^.runiiing.prqhlemM^^ The Alert. Phft.se. 

was declared and Aerodrome..!^ J^ooedures. activated, at. King Island 

Pli^t...8e.rvio.9...waei...re.call.Qd...to....dttty* 

3* At . Q912j:..radio... contact. Jwaa . lost. with. DSJ* Since . the. ..aircraft. . had . previously. 

je ported... cruising. a.t... 4300 . ft. approximately., the lowest, level for., continuous communication 

with...Welh.o.urn«...Eiight...i5eryic.e...in...th©...area.,....thi8..mi^it have, been indic.atiy.e .of . losing 

altitude.* : 

.4* !l^.a...Pis.tx.es8...Eha6.e...was....d.a.oIared..a.t...09.33. with.. the.non.. arrival of... DS.J. at .King.. Island* 

5* An . Air/Sea/Ground . . search was mount e.d. immediately with... the. first...aircraft... departing. 

.King..Island...fQr...a...Xand..s.e.arch...at. .1.0Q.1.. The. .search continued, until Q90Q on... the. . 25 th 

.Octoher...with..nQ...\rrce.QJsage....sighte.d« 

.6. Heather . conditions . .in. the., area, were reported as exdellent with, little or., no., cloud,. 

. light* . wi nds . and , . a calm . . sea.*. icli gtefc 



NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name 

Address. 



Dear Sir/Madam, 



Region 



Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



on / / 

For future reference it has been allocated No 

Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



DOT 225 p 



For Director 



T- 







The...firBA...)Qjag.JaXar^..aracili..alroi»ft..repQr);«<i art 

of... Capa. Wiokhaa > ..at.. 3 Q 0 . 0 . ...a visibility. of about. . 60 . nm+ 

Sunset . at . . Capa . . Otway. . was . .at.. O85O • 

Dast...Ii^it...at...Cape..Otway. waa at Q92.I*. 

r elevation 

Thara- was . no noon. but . venue, should have been ..visible ..on. a bearing of 255T at an ■xaddczirnt 

of...25? g^proacimately. 



7 . Two ma$or problems were found during course of the searoh. 

C^) much , search. ..time . was. lost . by., the optimum aircraft , the Orion, 

in . directing. a. surface vessel to the position . of possible oil 

slifck. and debris for retrieval. 



•(b) When. light -aircraft without integral navigation systems r found 

possible debris when out of sight of land they had to climb to 

fix..positi.o.n..and...in doing so...lost.!si^t of debris....'..:..:..'..'.;..'..:..':..'..:.....'..: 

, i r.- . .r 
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SIGNED DESIGNATION ... SOC/SMC .’. DATE: 26/ 10/ 1978 



• • : ' •_ 

Please note instructions at foot of this page. 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: * . - 1 

;. ♦ . '• ... 

.' : * • >» ~ .... .....v. — ... 




SIGNED .. DESIGNATION 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 



t 



DATE: I I ' . 



3 



SIGNED 



DESIGNATION 



DATE: / / 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means; i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed J n writing on this form. 



10673T7 



C. J. Thompson, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 




AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No * 

Station 

No. SY 271 

Reg. Off. No. SI/782/3410. 
Central Off. No. 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit 



LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION SYDNEY CONTROL ZONE p,* 10. 7 . 78 Local Time 092203 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Markin* .PILOT: Name and Initials VALENTICH 



OWNER/OPERATOR 

M.R.R.E. PTY . LTD. , TOORAK ; 



SOUTHERN AIR 



FLIGHT CATEGORY: 

SERVICES. 



(underline) VFR 
IFR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point PELICAN First point of intended landing. . RANKSTOWN Fit No 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. Of applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with sad 1 — biiiIIiish 

UNAUTHORISED ENTRY INTO SYDNEY CONTROL ZONE AND BREAKDOWN OF 

STANDARD SEPARATION. 



2203 



T 



Unidentified aircraft observed on radar entering Sydney control 
zone , 12 n. m . north of Sydney . The aircraf t overf lew JP® ;. a . . 

£e 1 i c op t e r on traffic survey in the vicinity of Ryde Bridge 

’**'# ***** ****** «•»••••••••••••* 

at ...loop feet,. TMR sighted thg aircraft, a C210 and ea ti«at»d 

±tB height as 1500^ ’. 



..Tb9...a.lr.P.mtt..wafi. 






as SRJ at 1?00«. 












22.0.7. 8RJ.,..c.ls.ar...of....Siyd» 1 tY...Q.9XXtX9.4.... , ^.(^..r 



RECORDER I AfP/NORTH 



WEATHER 



ATTACHMENTS 

4^.1. 





ADVISED 




1 



CAVQK 

BACAR.. % I?fcQI 

Aa GRJEEN 







Name 

Addm 



Dear Sir/Madam, 



Region 



Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



For future reference it has been allocated No. 



Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



on 



/ 



For Director 




^OA 



d 






SIGNED A* J • LAWRENCE 

Please note instructions at foot of this page. 



DESIGNATION 



STAC 



DATE: IQ 7/78. 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

UNAUTHORISED ENTRY INTO SYDNEY CONTROL ZONE. The pilot had no previous 
experience of navigating south bound in the Sydney L.A.L. The pilot" failed 



to navigate his aircraft accurately. 




SIGNED 



I. W. STACY 



ASIS 



DATE: 15 / () I 7 ? 



DESIGNATION 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

Referred to Flying Operations Section. Transcript of Communications and 
radar plot atj£4ched 

is intend 



SIGNED 




No further Air Safety Investigation Branch action 



.W. STACY 



DESIGNATION 



ASIS 



DATE: 1 3 / 9 / 78 



Any papers or documents which rnav assist in the investigation of your report should he submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can he supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report in being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report 

Where it is necessary to urgentlv report an> matter affecting the safety of aircraft you arc requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 



I067jf77 



C. J Thompson Acting Commonwealth Government Printer 



AIRCRAFT RADAR PLOT 



SECTOR : ^>/Z>aJ c y <^0 T#o i 

AIRCRAFT REGH : _S» T 



REMARKS : _ 



OATE t _ 7- 
TIME : 'N 





— t5 /x J' 

>C I’M ^ 






SI. 782. 3410 



TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED COKKUNIC ATIONS CONCERNING 
CESSNA 210 AIRCRAFT VH-SRJ DURING THE PERIOD 
BETWEEN 2144 HOURS AND 2208 HOURS GREENWICH KEAN 
TIKE ON 09 JULY 1978 (GREENWICH DATE) 



LEGEH). 

SRJ Cessna 210 Aircraft Registered VH-SRJ 

r 

PIS. 4 Sydney Flight Service - Area Fbur 

APP(N) Sydney Approach Control - Radar, North 
ADC Banlcstown Tower (Aerodrome Control) 

// // Editorial Insertion 



* 






p 

% 

' * 




31/782/ 3410 <6 p 

TRANSCRIPT OP COmrraiCATIONS 


Page 


ONS 






TIMS (GMT) 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


09/2144.40 


SRJ 


FIS.4 


Good morning Sydney, this is SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Departed Aero 
Pelioan for Banketown - 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Stand "by. 


2145.11 


FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Go ahead departure time now. 




SRJ 


Fis.4 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Departed four-five, Pankstown zero-zero. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Could you oheck that out ? You have a time 
interval of two- five minutes, that would make it one-zero. 




SRJ 


FIS. 4 


SIERRA ROMEO J1UET, one-zero. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Area QNH one-zero-zero-five, station time 
four- five. 




SRJ 


FIS.4 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. 


2147.42 


FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Confirm you're tracking Pelican 
direct Bankstown, or down the ooast ? 




SRJ 


FIS.4 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Tracking to the light aircraft lane to 
Pankstown. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


Roger. Are you tracking coastal initially or directly across to 
Homsty ? 




SRJ 


FIS. 4 


Directly to Hornsby. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JITIET. 


2153.38 


FIS.4 


SPJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Request your actual cruising altit- 
ude. 




SRJ 


FIS.4 


SIERRA ROMEO J’TjIST, two thousand. 




FIS .4 


SRJ 


Confirm two thousand ? 




SRJ 


FIS.4 


Affi rmative. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. 


2158.30 


SRJ 


FIS.4 


Sydney, SIERRA ROMEO J IT LIET, Brooklyn Bridge, two thousand. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. 


2204. 38 


FIS.4 


app(n) 


Go ahead. 




app(u) 


FIS.4 


We’ve got an aircraft one-two miles north, ah, tracking to the 
Canterbury area. Its pocsibly one of the ones that should be up 
near Hornsby at the moment - 


2204.45 


SRJ 


FIS.4 


This is SIERRA RC1J30 J’"LIEr. approaching Parramatta, changing 
frequency to Bankstown. 




FIS.4 


APP(U) 


Stand by. 




FIS.4 


flVQ 


Ah, CHARLIE NOVEMBER SIERRA. Confirm you’re changing to Bankstowi 
now and say again your present position. 




SRJ 


FIS.4 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Parramatta, changing to Pankstown. 




FIS.4 


SRJ 


SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. 

//Sydney Approach advises FIS.4 that there are two radar returns 
in the Hornsby-West Pyrrble area - one is inside the zone and the 
other is outside. FIS.4 checks position of VH-CUS and the instr- 
uctor (?) reports position as Tjf miles southeast of South Dural 
Tanks - quite sure of position, Aooroaoh advised that SRJ with 


NBO 48 (5SP 77 ) 




Pankstown // /2 




Page 



TRANSCRIPT IF COMMUNICATIONS 
.TWO.... of TWO. . . .pages 



TIME (CMT) 



2205.23 



2206.50 



2207.40 



FROM 



TO 



si/782/ 3410 ^ 



Data : 10th July, 1978 (L) 



SRJ 


ADC 


ADC 


SRJ 


aDC 


SRJ 


SRJ 


AX 


ADC 


SRJ 


aDC 


SRJ 


SRJ 


AX 



TEXT 



Eankrtown, this If SIERRA ROMEO JULIE?. At Parramatta, two thou- 
sand, with Travo. 

SIERRA RCKEC JULIET. 

SIERRA ROI'SO J 7r LIET, report altitude. 

SIERRA RCKEC JULIET, one— five— zero— zero. 

SIERRA ROMEO jnjF". 

SIERRA ROI'SO J "LIET. Sydney radar advises that you have penetrat- 
ed the Sydney Control Zone. They suggest you turn right heading 
two-seven-zero to vacate the zone. 

SIERRA RCKSO JT’LIET. 



NBO48 (SEP 7-; 



INVEST IG AT I ON REPORT 



Sl/782/3^10 



UNAUTHORISED ENTRY INTO CONTROLLED AIRSPACE OR RESTRICTED AREA 
(Reference Air Safety Investigation Circular l/69) 

( 1 ) Date of occurrence; 10. 7*78. 

(2) Plight from; Pelican to; Bankstown 

(3) Airspace penetrated: Sydney Control Zone 

Position of penetration: A/Pennant Hills. 

Altitude: 2000 Time: O8O3 EST 

(4) Aircraft type and registration: C.210 VH-SRJ 

(5) Class of operation: Private 

(6) Flight category: XETO/VFR 

(•7) Pilot in command: Fred VALENTICH. 

(8) Type of pilot licence: Private Number: 145103 

(9) Type of instructor and/or Instrument rating held by pilot: N/VMC 

(10) Total aeronautical experience: 1 60 hours. 

(11) Extent of local experience: First time inbound to Bankstown from 

the North. All experience in the Melbourne Area. 

(12) Other pilot(s) on board: 

(13) Method of navigation: Visual Reference, 

(14) Maps and charts available in aircraft: WAC, VEC, VTC Series. 

(15) Map or chart being used at time of occurrence: Sydney VTC. 

(16) Was boundary of area penetrated marked on chart being used? Yes. 

(17) Was briefing received? Yes. 

(18) By who was briefihg given? Phone briefing by Bankstown Briefing 

Office . 

(19) To what extent was briefing given in relation to airspace? 

The pilot was briefed on the L.A.L. and advised to proceed 
BBG-PRT-BK. 

(20) Was use made of self briefing material? Yes. 

(21) - Was a clearance requested? No 

(22) Was a clearance received? No 

(23) What action did the pilot understand was required of him from 
the wording of any clearance issued? 

N/A 

(24) Radio frequency being used: 



125,8 (Sydney Flight Service) 



- 2 - 



(25) Was there any communication difficulty? 



No 



Describe: - 






(26) Were correct communication failure procedures followed? 



N/A 



(27 ) Was there any language difficulty? No 

(28) Was weather a factor? No 

(29) Type of forecast obtained, if any: Area Forecast 

(50) Forecast weather conditions: CAVOK 



<30 



Actual weather conditions: 



CAVOK 



(32) 

(3?) 

(34) 

(35) 



What navigation aids were fitted to the aircraft? ADF, VOR. 

What navigation aids were being used or monitored? ADF was used for 

_ . , , the Pelican to CaLga leg only, 

To what ground stations were they tuned? 

Calga. 

Was there any unserviceability? No Describe: 



(36) Was there any unusual pilot distracting factor? No Describe: 



(37) 

(38) 

(39) 



When did the pilot first become aware of the penetration? He became con- 

cerned when he saw the helicopter & then had the penetration con- 
firmed by Bankstown Briefing Office. pen? union con 

How was the penetration detected? 

By Sydney Radar. 

Was there a breakdown in controlled airspace separation standards? No. 



(40) Was ATC/FSU action satisfactory? Yes. 

(41 ) How could the penetration have been avoided? 

By the pilot proceeding via Parramatta rather than via Hornsby. 



(42 ) Conclusions: 

i) The aircraft was correctly identified as VH-SRJ. 

ii) The pilot's lack of familiarity with the area 
contributed to the incident. 



(43) Attachments : 




I.W. Stacy, 
ASIS 



13. 9.78. 
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PERIODIC/M^Oft INSPECTION 

# A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Regulation 39 and certifies 
that the work has been properly and completely performed and that it is in accordance with the requirements of Air 
Navigation Regulations and the Orders issued under those Regulations. 
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CO-ORDINATOR — For and on behalf of 

R. J. TINKER & CO. 
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AM2 ( 100.4) I certify that the work detailed above has been properly and completely performed. 

NOMINATED PERSON 

For and on Behalf of R. J. TINKER and CO. 
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MAINTENANCE RELEASE 

Aircraft Type .... .C’&l 



Department of 
Transport 



23933 






VH- 



CLASS OF OPERATION 



This maintenance release has been issued by virtue of Regulation 
48 (6) (a) of the Air Navigation Regulations for the class of opera* 
Jion shown and, except where it ceases to be in force by virtue of 
Regulation 49c of the Air Navigation Regulations, shall remain in 
"force until: M * 

or 44 1 /. 0 ..L.J 0 

Date Total aircraft time in service 

whichever is the earlier 



• Private 

• Aerial Work 

• Charter 



R.P.T. under Reg 203 
exemption 



• delete as necessary 



Time 






Date 



A.M.E. Licence /a uftTU1 1 ly 

No- 46c*> 



. « 



Place 



•MAINTENANCE REQUI REMENTS-At the time of issue of this maintenance release, the follow- 
ing maintenance, in addition to daily inspections, is required to be carried out on the aircraft 
during the period for which the maintenance release is expressed to remain in force, in order to . 
comply with requirements or conditions imposed under the Air Navigation Regulations. 
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MAINTENANCE RELEASE 



Part 3 



DAILY INSPECTION CERTIFICATIONS AND AIRCRAFT TIME IN SERVICE 


Date 


Daily inspection certification 


Aircraft Time in Service 
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MAINTENANCE RELEASE 

Aircraft Type NQ 



18182 



VH- O.S..J. 



1 — • — 


CLASS OF OPERATION 




This maintenance release has been issued by virtue of Regulation 




• 


48 (6) (a) of the Air Navigation Regulations for the class of opera- 


• Private 




tion shown and, except where it ceases to be in force by virtue of 


• Aerial Work 




Regulation 49c of the Air Navigation Regulations, shall remain in 


• Charter 

• Agricultural „ 




force until: 


• R.P.T. under Reg. 203 




2.L:.\LJ& or U..L.&X.QZ. 


exemption 




Date Total aircraft time in service 






whichever is the earlier 


• delete as necessary 





Issued by 



J. ^TTn ^ 



Signed 






A.M.E. Licence/ au thorrty 

no. ^73?o 



Time / £, oX) 



Date 2.7. 11 . 7"* 



Place Mot)'?** £<5 *aJ 



MAINTENANCE REQUI REMENTS-At the time of issue of this maintenance release, the follow- 
ing maintenance, in addition to daily inspections, is required to be carried out on the aircraft 
during the period for which the maintenance release is expressed to remain in force, in order to 
comply with requirements or conditions imposed under the Air Navigation Regulations. 
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. f .• THIS 13 A REPORT OP A U.P.O. BXGHVXNa NY MY WIPE AMD SELF AT • , y-* ■ 

;/ ‘sfilv.ty * 40 Pin. ON SATURDAY THE Plot. OP OCT. I97fl AT VALLEY VIEW ' ' v - • }X ' L o 

A ' « - mUi+ IN THE S.S'.E., SKY AT A 3*3 DEGREE ANCLE. /r ' 
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largo piano approaching from an S.S.E. direction*. The piano appeared 
to Do nuito near with what I tool: to ho it* a landin'? lights on and 
coloured lights at both oidoo. I thought thio an unusual dirootion 
for ouoh an approaching hoary piano as if it continued it noant that 
it would have to crooa tho flight path of tho major air linora head- 
ing for tho ADELAIDE AIRPORT. My curiosity aroused I docido to wait 
and view this piano whioh I estimated would bo dirootly over head in 
apwroximatoly threo minutos or thjro abouts. To ny amacoment this did 
not occur no it carao no olooor after having waited a.poriod of como 
:■ aovon minutos or moro. * • ' 
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M.y wifo camo to see what I was doing outside so long end caid to 
mo, " Nhat on earth aro you looking at in tho oky to vhich I rcpliod. 
Noll look at that and toll mo what you think it is "> Ror roply was ' 
It‘s not a star for it is too big.”’ I thon asked " Noll what do 
. you think it could bo,'" to whioh oho ropliod It's a rockot (MEANING 
: 'r • -THE FiREVIORK TYPE ) no you can ooo tho coloured lights coming fronrit. 

•f 4 T then raid to hor •* If that is; tho caoo how could it stay in tho sky 
r: no long,” for I have boon watching it for botwoon sevon- to ton minutes./ 

Sho then said " no your right it con*t bo,"' as tho two of stood gasing ,, 
in rtmaxomont at thi3 largo white yollow light and by now an assortment 
of colours flashing at tho two sides. ! » * , 
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[laving got my binoculars from within tho house I focusod thio 
object,, but found my hands unsteady, sol rested them on a email 
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in this triangle flashing from points A',D,C,. end D r ( AS ILLUSTRATED 
IN DIAGRATI ) woro iridescent lights, I can only positively renenber 
threo of tho colours which whero bluo, bluo green, end orango, but 
feel sure there wovo aloo others. Ily vrifo watched' it for near enough 
•ten minutes, and myoolf for a total of roughly fourty fivo minutes 

• before losing sight of it bohind a largo gum. troe two gardono away. 

/ During the last otngos of vi oaring thio assortment of colours 'iu 

transformed into a V shapo still on it's oido with tho top half opp— 
car3.ng to bo tho reflection of tho lowor portion, as- one might view 

• a boat sitting on tho surfaoo of tho wator. . 

* , u i. * * • 

I roported thio matter to EDIITDURGII AIRPORT at [Monday . 

tho P.’iTft- of Octobor,- and was told by a girl that this information 
would - bo panso^onto tbo U.F.O. INVESTIGATIONS OPPICER in tho morning. 

• Ey now I was awaro that I had neon word for word exactly no tho miss- 

. ing Ilolbourne pilot had dcccribcd. I rang again EDITlIIURGn AIRrORT ., 
the 'following day Octobor 24th. and opoko to an offioor who told no 
ho would try oithor to coe mo at my placa of work or at my homo in 
tho evening. As by 'tho following day Octobor 25th. ho had not r.ado 
'> tho of fort to intorviow mo, I again phonod and told him of my concern 
pleading for him to hoed this information which I folt so vital in tho 
nano of tho missing pilot, t . ' ’ 

After confirming my statement with my wifo ovor tho phono,, thio off-. 
e leer oubsoquontly violtod my homo and took a signed statement from mo 
along with a diagram of tho three stages that this moving light bed 
'‘taken. 

v . « • ' . ... ?. • ' ‘ . • • 

I havo no doiibt in my mind that v;hatooovor I witnocsed was exactly 
an the young pilot doscribcd Tiho has gone missing, and was said to to 
flying uooido down at tho timo on tho 2Iot. of October. 



1 am propared to nvrear on oath or 
test to ci^bstantiato thio my statement 



14 myoolf to any lio dotcctor 
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Sketch: Please sketch the object including shape and colour of any 
features . 
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CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES 

P.O. BOX 1 1 - NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093 




j. ALLEN HYNEK October 23, 1978 

DIRECTOR 

Director 

Flight Service Control 
Melbourne Airport 
Melbourne, Australia 

Dear sirj 

As a scientific consultant to the Center for UFO Studies in the 
United Spates, I am investigating sightings of anomalous aerial phenomena 
by pilots. Recently I read a news article of such a sighting bv a Fir. 
Frederick Valentich flying a Cessna 182. According to the UPI dispatch 
he reported seeing something very abnormal and then was lost contact with 
by ground radio. I am writing to you for your kind assistance in this 
matter, Woul r you be so kind as to try to complete the enclosed report 
form or pass it on to someone who is in a position to comolete the details? 
Your assistance is veiy much appreciated by those of us who are only 
concerned with trying to discover the true nature of the phenomenon involved. 
You will receive no publicity since all our records are kept confidential. 

I would be particularly interested in the weather in the region 
within about a 15C mile radius of Melbourne on October 21, 1978 up to 
an altitude of 7,500 feet. Were any voice tapes maintained? If so could 
a copy be forwarded for research purposes onlv? Finally, I would very 
much like to correspond with Mr. Valentich Sr. Could you provide me with 
his address? 

^ On behalf of the Center for UFO Studies let me thank you in advance 
j. or any assistance you. may provide, I will be pleased to send you a copy 
°1 any report that may be prepared on this case. 



(LA>A r ' 






‘Z&'tt 






Very sincerely, 




Richard F. Haines, Ph.D. 
Research Consultant 



Please use the following address in 
any correspondence to save time: 

325 Langton Avenue 

Los Altos, California 9^022 

U.S.A. 



Enel. Pilot report form 
cc : files 



LEAVE BLANK 






^ERIAL SICHTINC REPORT 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

ALL NAMES AND PERSONAL INFORMATION YOU PRO- 
VIDE WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL UNLESS YOU 
GIVE SPECIFIC WRITTEN PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE IT. 
THIS INFORMATION IS ONLY FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. 



When completed please return this form to: 

Dr. Richard F. Haines 325 Langton Avenue 

Los Altos, Calif. 94022 

Part I. DETAILS OF THE ANOMALOUS PHENOMENON? " 

1. Please describe what you witnessed. Be as 

complete as possible ( use opposite side of 

page if necessary). 



Time: 

No. Obs.: 
Altitude: 



Comm. Prvt. Military 
USA Foreign 



2. Now draw a sketch of what you saw. If you 

were able to see it from two or more dif- 
ferent angles simply draw what you saw and 
label each sketch (A), (B), etc. to indicate 

the order in which you saw it. Also, draw 
an arrow pointing gravitationally upward and 
aircraft windshield struts (frames, etc. ). 

If the Earth* s horizon was visible draw 
it in also. 

Finally, draw magnetic compass heading 
tick marks across the bottom of the box and 
label several-according to your heading-related 
to your sketch. 

3. Did the object (phenomenon) appear to move 

relative to your aircraft's window frame(s) 
during your sighting? (check one) 



SKETCH OF OBJECT OR PHENOMENON 




□ No □ Unsure □ Yes 



If "yes" please use a dashed line to indicate SKETCH OF OBJECT'S APPARENT MOTION 

this apparent motion in the box to the right. 

Mark an "a" at the location object was first 
seen, a "b" , "c", etc. for subsequent locat- 
ions. Be sure to include aircraft window 
frame(s) if present to allow angular estimates 
to be made. For uneven, jerky motion try to 
place the "a", "b", etc. at one-second inter- 
vals. 



4. Did the object (phenomenon) appear to move 

relative to any stable background detail 

during your sighting? (check one) f I No | | Unsure O Yes 

□ 



Page 1 







(Continue narrative here) 



c 



4,1 If the object appeared to move please estimate 
its apparent angular velocity. 



behind in front of (circle) 



4. 2 Did the object move 
anything ? 

4. 3 Did the object (phenomenon) appear 
4. 4 Did you observe the object through 



(check) 
(check) 



□ No 

I I Solid 



Deg/ 
- Sec. 



Motion seen in relation 
to: 



I I Unsure (□ Y es 
1 1 Transparent 1 | Couldn't tell 



r. 



4. 5 



About how large did the object appear as compared 
with one of the following items held at arm's 
length? [Note: The equivalent visual angles 
are based upon an average arm-reach distance 
of 26"]. 



I | Binoculars 
I I Telescope 
j I Camera viewfinder 
HD Other: 



(If object changed size during the sighting just 
place a "1", "2", "3", etc. in the boxes 

to represent the order in which the size change 
occurred). 



□ Head of pin 

□ p ea 

I I Dime 
I I Nickle 
n Quarter 
HJ Half-dollar 

□ Baseball 
HD Grapefruit 
I I Basketball 
HD Other: 



Equiv. Visual Angle 

[0° 4.1’] (Assume .031”) 
[0° 8. 2’] (Assume . 062") 

31'] 

47’] 

3.9’] 

37'] 

17’] 

(10° 53'] (Assume 5" diam) 

[ 20 ° 10 ’] 



n 



u° 

(l o 

(2° 

l2 o 

[6° 



4. 7 



How certain are 


you of your answer to question 


TlVery sure 






1 1 Fairlv pertain 








□ Not 


very sure 








T_J Uncertain (only a 


guess) 


Did the object (phenomenon)? (check all that 








are appropriate ) 








(a) 


Change shape 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


1 lY es 


(b) 


Flicker, throb, pulse 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


□ Yes 


(c) 


Break up into parts or explode 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


□ Yes 


(d) 


Suddenly accelerate 


1 1 No 


□ Don't know 


□ Yes 


(e) 


Give off smoke, vapor, trial 


□ No 


1 1 Don't know 


□Yes 


(0 


Appear to stand still whole time 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


I~~|Y es 


(g) 


Change color(s) 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


□ Yes 


(h) 


Appear on your aircraft's radar 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


□ Yes 


(i) 


Appear on any ground radar 


□ No 


□ Don't know 


□Yes 



(If "yes" elaborate) 
(If "yes" please 



elaborate here: 



4. 8 Did you experience any buffetting which you think 
was caused by the encounter? 



□ No □Possibly □Yes (If "yes" elaborate) 



U 
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* 



How did the object first become noticed? 
(check all appropriate boxes) 



I I It was already present and I happened to look at it. 

□ Someone else saw it first: [ Give name: ] 

□ it suddenly appeared at or near where I was looking. 

I 1 It gradually faded into sight where I was looking. 

Other (specify): 



6 . 



How did the object disappear? (check all 
appropriate boxes) 



□ I looked away and when I looked back it was gone. 

CD It suddenly disappeared from sight for no reason, 

i. e. , it didn't pass behind a cloud, etc. 

I I It gradually faded from sight without changing size. 

□ it faded from sight by becoming smaller and smaller. 
I I It faded from sight (apparently) by travelling away. 

JZ] Other (specify): 



7. What distinguishable detail(s) did you see 
on or nearby the object? (check all 
appropriate boxes) 



I I None 

□ Sharply defined edge(s) 

□ Fuzzy edge(s) 

□ Darker porthole-like areas:[ Shape was 

□ Lighter intensity portholes: [Shape was 
CDSeam(s), rivets, etc. 

CD Markings 



CD Atmospheric effect( s): [Describe 



8. Did you notice anything unusual happen in 
the cockpit just before, during, or just 
after the sighting? (check one) 

If "yes" describe as fully as you can. 



□ No □ Unsure □ Yee 



What do you think made the object visible? 
(check all appropriate boxes) 



(! 



□ it reflected ambient light (sun; moon) (circle) 
CD It emitted its own light (If checked elaborate on 
colors, brightnesses, etc. seen) 



10. Where was the Sun 
during the sighting ? 



Moon (circle) - 



11. If you experienced any physiological sen- 
sations ^luring the sighting check 
all appropriate boxes to 

the right. 



12 . 



-Co 



At 

at 



If you experienced any non-normal 
sensations within 24 hrs after the sighting 
please place an X at the right of the 
appropriate line(s) provided. 



What do you think the object (phenomenon) 
was? Be as precise as possible including 
whatever supporting facts you desire. 



degrees elevation above horizon, and 
_ degrees bearing relative to aircraft 
Right Left (circle one). 



„ heading to 

□ Eye strain due to very high brightness 

QEye strain for any other reasons: [Explain 

□ Tingling sensation(s): [Body location 

□ Mild pain: [Body location 



□ intense, acute pain: [Body location 

□ Heat 

□ Odor(s): [Describe 

□ Tastes: [Describe 

□ Sounds: [Describe 

□ Other [ 



j:: 



13. Have you ever seen anything while flying 
or on the ground that you thought was an 
unidentified flying object prior to this? 



I iNo | | Unsure 

give details: 



□ Yes (If "yes" please 



□ 
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art U. AIRCRAFT FUGHT DETAILS : (Spatial) 



14. Where did you take off from? 

_ o 

Lat. 



Airport Name (Initials): 

it 

N S; Long. 



15. What was your intended final destination? 

o 1 " 

Lat. N S; Long. 

16. Sighting location . Where were you when 

you first sighted the object? Be as precise 

as possible. 



E W (if known) 



E W (if known) 



(If appropriate, specify) 



From VOR RADIAL DME 



Lat. 

Long. 




ii 



it 



N 

E 



S; 

w 



Elaborate if necessary: 



17. Check box to indicate where you were during 
the sighting. 



18. Check all appropriate boxes to indicate 
what you did as a direct response of 
sighting the object (phenomenon). 



□ Taxi to takeoff 

□ During takeoff 

□ Climb to cruise altitude at [ ft/min] 

□ At cruise altitude of [ ft] 

□ Descending for approach to land at [ ft/min] 

□ Final approach (i. e. , within outer marker) 

I I Landing or rollout 

jHOther: [Specify ] 

I I Nothing that was not already planned 

□ Changed heading by turning right left (circle) 

□ Changed altitude by climbing descending (circle) 

□ Took immediate evasive action [Describe 



(Please elaborate on all items on 
the opposite side if necessary) 



] 

□ Turned my landing lights on off (circle) 

□ Used my radio to contact: [Specify whom 

1 

□ Changed my power setting 

□ Pointed it out to [Specify name(B) 

] 

□Attempted to follow chase (circle) it for the fol- 
lowing reason(s): [ 



JDother: 



] 



19. Please use this space to add any other 
details /observations /facts that are re- 
lated to the geographic /spatial location 
of your sighting. 



i 



Part HI. AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DETAILS: (Temporal)! 

20. When did you takeoff? r 



Vw 



21. When did you plan to land (scheduled)? 




22. When did you first see the object (pheno- 
menon) ? 



AM 

PM (local) 

Time zone 
AM 

PM (local) 



[GMT Z] 

| I Daylight savings 
□ Standard time 

[GMT Z ] 



Time zone (if different from above) 



AM 

PM U° cal > [GMT Z] 
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SIGHTING DATE 







When did you last see the object (pheno- 
menon) ? 



AM 

PM (local) [GMT Z] 



(Calculated total sighting duration) 



[ 



sec. ] Comments: 



24. 



What did you look at (or do) to determine 
the above times? 



I I Looked at my wristwatch: [Est. accuracy to 

□ Looked at cockpit clock: [Est. accuracy to 

[□Radioed to crewmember for time 
[□Radioed to ground for time: [Info. rec'd. from 



25. 



26. 



| | l did not determine initial final (circle) 
J I Other: 



Did you have any indication (real or imag- 
inary) of a lo s s of time, i. e. , a period 
for which you cannot account? 



I I Possibly yes 
I | Definitely yes: [Elaborate 



Did you land at your pre-planned or 
scheduled time ? 



n Unsure but probably no 
Definitely no 

[ HD Yes (within normal tolerance limits) 
HU No: [Please explain why 



J 

time( 8) 



j 



j 



27. Use this space to add any other details/ 
observations /facts that are related to the 
timing of your sighting. 



Part IV. SIGHTING AIRCRAFT DETAILS: 



28. Type of aircraft (check) 



□ Single engine 

I I Multi engine [no. 
I I Propeller 
| I Jet 

□ Rocket 

□ Glider 

I I Balloon 



29. Model name /number/airframe mfgr. 



] 



30. Aircraft registration number. 

31. Airline name (if appropriate). 

32. Scheduled flight number. 



33. Object (phenomenon) was seen through 
the following window(s). 



34. 



35. 



Describe as precisely as you can the 
apparent clarity /scratches /etc. of these 
windows. 



About how familiar were you with 
particular aircraft and its "peculiarities 
of flight control? 



/ith this T I 

culiar itie s" l£ 



□ Very familiar: [I had about 

□) Reasonably familiar: [ Comments 



hr s. fit. time] 



36. Use this space to add any^other pertinent 
details about the aircraft in which you 
were located during thi6 sighting. 

37. What was your indicated airspeed? 

38. What was your ground speed (if known)? 



f I mph | 1 knots (check one) 

f | mph | | knots (chepk one) 
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Part V. WEATHER DETAILS: 



| Part V 

39^^Pobtained the following weather information from: 
check all that apply) 



40. Visibility and clouds: (check) 



41. Did you file a flight plan? (check one) 

42. Were you flying: (check one) 

43. Sky condition was: (check one) 



44. Outside air temperature was: 

45. What was the wind direction and velocity? 

46. Use this space to add any other details about the 

weather at the time and location of the sighting. 






I Flight service station 

□ Terminal forecast 

□ SIGMET or AIRMET 

(winds-temp. aloft) 

□ Other: 

ll Clear (visibility greater than 15 miles) 

I Clear (visibility from 3 to 15 miles) 

□ Broken clouds - sky cover in tenths was 

Cloud type(s): Q Cumulus 

□ Stratus 

□ Cirrus 

□ Other: 

□ Heavy overcast below above (circle) my 

aircraft 

I I Flying in clouds at the time 

□ Other: 



I I No 



I I Yes 



□IFR □ VFR 

□ Bright daylight 

□ Dull daylight (slight overcast, smog) 

I I Twilight 

□ Trace of daylight 

□ Dark - no Moonlight 

□ Dark - Moonlight present from: I I Full 

□ 3/4 visible 

□ 1/2 visible 

□ Crescent 

□ A few stars visible 

□ All stars visible (very clear) 

□ Don*t remember 

w TAT = 



1 Part VI. EYEWITNESS DETAILS: | 


i — 








[Note: This information will be kept confidential unless you indicate in the space below 

that it may be disclosed publically. ] 



47. Your full name: 

48. Your mailing address: 



First 



Middle 



Last 



Street 



City /Town 



State /Province rip 



49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53 . 

54. 

55. 

56. 



Your age at time of sighting: yrs 

Your sex: (check) 1 1 Male I I Female 

Occupation: 

Marital status: (check one) (□ Single | | Married| |Divorced/widowed 

Telephone: area code [ ] number [ ] 

Highest education level: 

Describe military aviation experience (if any): 

During the sighting were you wearing: (check) 

□ Prescription eyeglasses (no tint) 

I I Prescription eyeglasses with tint 
I | Contact lenses 

I I Polarizing sunglasses only 

□ Non-polarizing sunglasses 

□ No eye-glasses of any kind 



PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

[Sign one of the two statements 
that expresses your wishes. ] 

"I hereby permit my name to 
be publically associated with 
the information I have freely 
given on this 6 page form* 1 



"I do not permit my name to 
be publically associated with 
the information I have freely 
given on this 6 page form'* 
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VI 16/783/1047 



CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT 
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
P.O. BOX 50 

MARIBYRNOHG. VIC. 3032 

(Attention! Mr. Davidson) 



ANALYSIS OF OIL SAMPLES RECOVERED FROM BASS STRAIT 



During the search for the missing C182 aircraft, VH-DSJ, a 
search aircraft sighted an oil slick in the waters of Bass Strait 
within the prime probability area. Two water samples were obtained 
from this slick and forwarded to your Laboratory together with a 
sample of the type of oil used in the engine of the missing aircraft. 

Please accept this memorandum as a formal request for an 
analysis of the water samples to determine if the oil content is the 
uame as that used in the aircraft. 



It is understood that the samples obtained from the oil slick 



were of poor quality. Any advice you may care to offer on obtaining 
better quality samples will be weloomed by our Search and Rescue 
organisation for the briefing of future searches. 




I.S. SMITH 
for DIRECTOR 




N AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT - INTERIM 



1. THE ACCIDENT 



Between Cape Otway and King Island 


Dot. __ Time fLocoi) Zone 

21.10.78 1912 EST 


Aircraft Type _ - 

Cessna 182L 


Registration 

VH-DSJ 


Own., c. Day, 

55 Reserve Road. Beaumaris. Vic. 


Op.rotor Southern Air Services, 

Mooratahiu Airuort . Mentone . 


Flight From J To Purpose Class of Operation 

Moorabbin J King Island Travel Private 


Damage to Aircraft 

Unknown 





2. PERSONS INVOLVED 



Nome 


Role 


Description of Injuries 


Probable 
Cornell No. 


D.o.T. 462 Forwarded to 


Frederick VALENTICH 


Pilot 


Unknown 

























































3. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

At 1723 hours EST on 21 October 1978 a flight plan for VH-DSJ (Moorabbin to King Island] 
and return, ETD 1745 hours EST, time interval to King Island 69 minutes), was submitted 
at Moorabbin Briefing Office. The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours EST and 
subsequently departed Moorabbin for King Island at 1819 hours EST. The pilot reported Cape 
Otway at 1900 hours EST and at 1906 hours EST asked if there was any traffic below five 
thousand. After being advised there was no known traffic, he reported what seemed to be a 
large airoraft below five thousand. He could not identify the type but described it as 
having a green light, being metallic like and all shiny on the outside. After describing 
the movements of the aircraft, its disappearance and reappearance, the pilot stated that il 
was hovering on top of him and that it was not an aircraft. He also reported at approxi- 
mately 1912 hours EST that the engine was "rough idling" and declared that he was 
continuing to King Island. The final transmission from the pilot of the aircraft's call- 
sign followed by 17 seconds open microphone was made at 1912t28 hours EST. Last light 
King Island was 1918 hours EST but the pilot had not requested aerodrome lighting. Flight 
Service King Island was notified and lighting was arranged but the aircraft failed to 
arrive there. 

A searoh was initiated but no trace of the pilot or aircraft was found. The pilot 
was the only known person on board. 



4. MATTERS ARISING 







MINUTE 




7fl(<ott7 

-8 NOV 1978 



Ref : Ml 16/783/1047 



Director 
Vic/Tas Region 




The attached letter was received 
in this office and relates to the accident to 
VH-DSJ on 21 October 1978. 



2 It has not been acknowledged and 

is forwarded for such action as you consider 
necessary. 




(P.E. Choquenot) 
for AS(SI) 



Att: 




Mr. J.S. Mill, 
kO Woodlands Gve . , 
FRANKSTON . 3199 

783-^706 






re The UFO/Valent ich Incident. 



Reference the attached article (The Age, 2^/10/' 78 ), 
the following information may be of interest. When coming home 
about 7.30 P.M. after work on either Thursday or Friday of last 
week, I watched an 'Aurora Australis' display in the south- 
western sky for about a minute or so. It consisted mainly of 
successive near-vertical parallel columns of soft pinkish-red 
light moving quickly from left to right and disappearing into 
a stationary section of similar light, thus:- 




occurred to me that 2 elements of this display — namely, 'rapidly 
moving light' and 'stationary or hovering light' - were present 
in the subsequent UFO/Valent ich incident as reported. 

Being a young person, it seems certain that Mr. F. 
Valentich would not have had much direct observational experience 
of 'Aurora Australia' in its many and varied 'display' forms 
which occur frequently over the years. If confronted by a 
similar 'display' as above, it seems equally certain that the 
technically trained mind of Mr. Valent ich would have rapidly 
searched everything known, except 'Aurora Australis', for a 
rational explanation of his observations. 



Yours faithfully, 




_ 






— 






— 
























- ' . 
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of light, which remained in the sky 
for several seconds. 

An RAAF spokesman said they had 
received 11 reports of sightings in the 
past four days, but would investigate 
recent reports at a later stage. 

Residents of King Island have also 
reported sightings of strange bright 
and trailing lights in the past six 
weeks. 

Meanwhile, at Queenscliff. on Vic- 
toria’s southern tip. a woman motorist j 
said she saw what appeared to be a j 
ferris wheel spinning in the sky less 
than two hours after the plane disap- f 
peared on Saturday night. 

Mrs. Barbara Bishop, of Learmonth t 

Street, Queenscliff. said she saw “some- 
thing unusual” in the western sky . v ( 

What is going on in the sky — 11. 



crash, says missing pilot’s father 



that UFOs could have been there,” he 
said. 

He said his belief in UFOs had been 
reinforced and that he still held hope 
for his son. 

“I never believed in UFOs as strong- 
ly as my son. Frederick used to study 
them as a hobby using information he 
received from the air force,” he said. 

“He was not the type of person who 
would make up stories, everything had 
to be very correct and positive for 
him.” 

Mr. Valentich said his son had often 
flown a Cessna and had made three 
previous visits to King Island. 

A Department of Transport spokes- 
man said a search of Bass Strait by an 
RAAF Orion had failed to find any 
sign of the plane’s wreckage. 



The spokesman said the possibility of 
UFOs would later be investigated by 
the Air Safety Investigation Branch. 

“Our first consideration is to find the 
missing pilot and plane.” he said. 

Oil taken from a slick near the pos- 
sible “ditching point” of the plane will 
be brought to Melbourne today to be 
tested. 

A maritime version of a Nomad will 
continue the search around the north 
end of King Island, 

Hundreds of sightings of UFOs were 
reported yesterday from Geelong, 
Frankston, Cape Otway and Brighton. 

Some people described the object as 
brilliantly lit, oblong in shape and mov- 
ing very quickly across the sky. 

Other said they saw unusual flashes 



By CHRISTINE MORRIS 
and DAMIEN MURPHY 

The father of missing pilot Frederick 
Valentich said yesterday he hoped 
an unidentified flying object had 
been involved in his son’s disap- 
pearance. 

“I would rather that than them find- 
ing wreckage of the plane,” he said. 

The second day of the land and sea 
search failed to find any trace of the 
182 Cessna yesterday. 

Mr. Guido Valentich said he was 
forced to believe that something un- 
usual had happened to his son. 

“The fact that they have found no 
trace of him really verifies the fact 



It's exactly 100 years since the Kelly gang 
shot dead three policemen. 

Today we reprint a contemporary account 
of the killings — Page 9. 



Tomorrow Professor John Molony of the 
ANU discusses the Kelly legend. 



I’d rather it was UFO than plane 



education age- 



Epicure 



y Stephen Downes finds a 
•N restaurant where his meal was a 
) delight from start to finish! 

Read about it in Epicure — 18-22 



Pest control 
by genetics 38 
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Ref : Ml 16/785/1 047 


j hzd r 9 NOV 1978 


Director 


Vic/Ta 6 Region 


\ FUJ- . 



Attached are three copies of 
the transcript of communications prepared for 
use in the investigation of the accident to VH-DSJ 
on 21 October 1978* 




for AS(SI) 



7E f ° cf 7 

AJf iv 



TRANSCRIPT OF RiDCORDiD CoMi'Ut nCATIONS BATCSI-II 
‘ Co-, ,l~ iPci. »i.;C:..>i ; V V a-Li. j.: . . o i-. 

KU .IT o . t l'l'.u 0C!/j liJbilo a!!c 0913 

lid: ,;.T OM Cl oCTOBhn 1975 



L>Xi.»KD 

DoS 



Fo 

( ) 

// // 



Cessna ifVL aircra ft V'.i-D5J 

Melbourne Flight Service Unit 

A'ord/s open to other interpretations 

explanatory note or editorial 
insertion 






1/4 










Q-c A- 









m 

,TTLi“ ' 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


0853:30 


i*‘S 


DSJ 


DELTA SIErRA JULIET DO YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR 
oARTIME FOi. YOUK ARRIVAL AT KING ISLAND 


:53 


DUi 


FS 


// open microphone P secondB // 
DbLTA SlLKkA JUiJ .T SAY AGAIN 


:42 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SI-w-tA JULIET YOKE HOLDING A SAHTIME 
OF z-EkU LIME L'HkEE ZERO FOk YOUR aRj .1 V hL aT 
KING ISLAND ON TIME INTERVAL YOUR ESTIMATE IS 
ZERO NINE Tv-0 EIGHT DYOU WOULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND 
YOUK SAKTlwK 


: r ;4 


DoJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AFFIRMATIVE 


: •iS 




IVxl 


Dlsl.TA «.» 1 J Ulil i*»r u\KiTjK i'IAKt* li ON hi ulsKO 

*jl M\0 kiKA) 


0854:03 


DSJ 


FS 


AFFI AMATIVE 


:05 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERkA JULIET 


0900:29 


DSJ 


FS 


MEL-IQUHNF. DELTA SIERkA JULIeT CAPE OTWAY 
(Dili'S ENDING FOR) KING ISLrtKD 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERkA JULIET 


0906:14 


DoJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THERE 
ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 


:23 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC 


:?6 


DSJ 


• FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT Mi'ilO.. FIVE THOUSAND 


: 46 


FS 


DSJ 


D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET -HAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT 
IS IT 


• 50 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS 
FOUR BRIGHT IT SliEi- S To ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS 


0907:04 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SI EKRA JULIET 


:32 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERkA JULIET THE 
aIaCUAFT HAS JUST -woJ) OVER OVER ME AT LE-lST 
it THOUSAND FEET ABOVE 


:43 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IT IS a LARGE 
jti RCraFT CONFIRM 


:4/ 


DSJ 


FS 


ER UNKNOWN DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVE1 LING IS 
THERE ANY AI --FORCE AlkCkAFT IN THE VICINITY 


:57 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERKA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 



2/4 




Time 


FROM 


TO 


TEXT 


1 1 ’0 : 1 8 


DSJ 


FS 


MELBOURNE ITo An .U..CH LNG NOu FROM I)ltS FAST 
’O jAADS HE 


:28 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SI An, A JULIET 


:42 






// open microphone for two seconds // 


:49 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA J LI ,T IT oEEHS To iiE THAT HES 
PLaYINu SoML oOJ]’ OF UaLE UeS FLYING OVER ME 
TWO THREE TIMES <»T a Ti. E aT SPEEDS I COULD 
HOT ID.il. 1‘IFY 


0909: IV 


Fs 


DSJ 


DELTA SIER. A .< HI. 1 'A’ RoL.K MAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 
LEV EL 


:<Jb 


D.Bj 


FS 


MY L v/EI. IS FOUR Alii) a HALF THOUSAND FOUR FIVE 
L.tiKO ^SRC 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JUKI A’ aNJ CONFIRM YOU CaIINOT 
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT 


:l4 


DSJ 


FS 


AFFIRMATIVE 


:l8 


Fo 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY 


:2fi 


DSJ 


FS 


M .r. BOURNE DELTA Si Eh;-. A JULIET ITS HOT AN AIRCRAFT 
IT i.j // open microphone for two seconds // 




FS 


DSJ 


DELTA olnv -.A JUT Jr.? .n-.LBoUMIE CnU YOU DESCRIBE 
'i'll.. eR ..IRCkaFT 


:52 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A 
LONG SHAi L // open microphone for three seconds // 
(CAiiJOT) IDENTIFY MORE 1’nAH (THAT IT HaS SUCH 
oi ELD) // open microphone for 3 seconds // 

BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW : ..LBOUrNE 


09 10:07 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HO.. LARGE WOULD 
Til '. ER OBJECT HE 


:20 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET : ELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE 
ITS STATIONARY . JL.T Ih DOING RIGHT RuW IS ORBITING 
AND Till!, THING lo JUST ORBITING ON TOr OF ME ALSO 
ITS GOT a GreEN LIGHT AND SORT OF 1-.ETa1L.IC (LIKe) 
ITS hLL SHINY (OH) THE OUTS ID i'. 


:'»3 


FS 


DoJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


:48 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SILj.RA JULIET // open microphone for 5 
seconds // ITS JUST VANISHED 


:G? 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SIERRA JULIET 


0911:03 


DSJ 


FS 


i'ij'.LB0U RN E :oULD YOU KNOW V/HAT KIND OF AIRCRAFT 



i va ;ot is it (a typ*) military aixiW 



3A 



Uop 



* 






TIKE 





Fi\C )M 


TO 


TiiDCT 


:08 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA »l.;.v .A Jl U T COT 1 FI W . THE Eh AlHGKAFP 
J It. T VfUU.Jlt'D 


:14 


DSJ 


FS 


SAY AGAIN 


: 17 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SISALA JULIET IS THE AlDCKAFT STILL UITH 
lull 


i 


DSJ 


FS 


DELTA SlKkftA JULIET (ITS All NOi<) // open 
microphone . seconds // (No. .'I iu * v.oaCHING FUOM 

THE oOUTHnEST 


« 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SToKAA JULIET 


: 


JW 


FS 


DELTA ST KAhA JiLIKI' iE KmHNK IS 1*> ROUGH 
IDI.IM j ,1V/. UK' l. S.-.Y IP TneJ'TY Til 1<EE TWENTY 
j‘V)Ui\ I ID Tile TiiiiCi IS (OOl.(illlliG) 


’:C’4 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SISDkA JULIET nOGlU ..HAT AKE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 


:09 


DSJ 


FS 


MY INTENTIONS AKE All TO GO TO KING IsLaND AH 
i Al.ik)lii#L. Till IP 0 •-•mSU.. AImCKAPT IS IIoV EKING 
ON Pm' OF rib .WG.iiM // tv;o second open 
microphone // 1'P i*> ilO'/Shlllc .*.,iD IPS HOT AN 
AlNCK.AFT 


:22 


FS 


DoJ 


DELTA SlErtKA JULihT 


:2S 


DoJ 


FS 


DELTa SIEHNa JULI..T 1 .LIOUHME // 1? seconds 
open microphone // 


:49 


FS 


DSJ 


DELTA SILKEA JUI.IJ? HeLHOUHNE 
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31 OCT 1973 




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No. 

Station .LJjrrr. 

No 

Reg. Off. No. 

Central Off. No 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 



LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION.^^fr P lAA /- KfA.Pr... Date ..J-.J. P.C r.JSif . Local Time 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking C£.$J£A..j£.2. V W PS P PILOT: Name and Initials Vd £ £ r^ U C H t= 

OWNER/OPERATOR $.<?. FLIGHT CATEGORY: fundcrlin riVFB. 

IFR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point First point of intended landing Fit. No. 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

/Vz-TTV/V c- 
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NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 
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Address 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



Region 



on 

For future reference it has been allocated No. 



Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



/ / 



DOT 225 P 



For Director 
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COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 
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SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: / / 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No. 

Station 

No 

Reg. Off. No. 

Central Off. No. 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 



LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION Date Local Time 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking YH PS J- PILOT : Name and Initials 



OWNER/OPERATOR 



FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 

IFR 



TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture 

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual 

FLIGHT: Last departure point First point of intended landing 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 



Aerial Work 
Training Solo 

Fit. No 
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NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name 

Address 



Dear Sir/Madam, 



Region 



Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



on 

For future reference it has been allocated No 



Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



/ 



DOT 223 P 



For Director 



SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE 2&\/o i/fr: • 



Please note instructions at foot of this page. 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 



COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 



• s 

\ 



SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: / / 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 



SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: / / 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 
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AS(SI ) 



» 

27 OCT 1378 

HISSING AIRCRAFT i VH-DSJ, BASS STRAIT ON 21.10.78 



Preliminary investigation of this occurrence indicates that human 
factors may have played a significant role in the disappearance of the 
aircraft. 

2 It appears that Frederick Valentioh's flying activities and his 
association with the RAAF Air Training Corp commanded most of his interest. 
He created a facade of his ability, achievement and future in these aspects 
of his life not only for his close friends and acquaintances but also to a 
lesser degree for his family. In fact he has a poor academic history, was 
assessed by the RAAF as having a low IQ and has failed all his Commercial 
Pilot theory examinations. 

3 In assessing the psychological stability of this pilot at the time 
of this flight, expert guidance is required. It is therefore requested 
that Aviation Medicine be asked to participate in the investigation. The 
attached documentation is provided in support of this request. 
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INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE 



NNNNZCZC MPD106 240213 
JJ AMMLYJ 






DD AMMLYX 
240213 AMMLYA 
FOR HQSCU. 

ATTENTION SOINTEL FROM AMMLYA ASIB. 

CONFIRMING TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF 23 OCT 1978 NOTIFYING DETAILS 
OF C182 VH-DSJ MISSING ON FLIGHT MOORABB I N TO KING ISLAND ON 21 OCT 
1978. 

RECORD OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH AIRCRAFT CONFIRM PILOT REPORTED IN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT OVER BASS STRAIT. 

NO OTHER KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN AREA. 

DURING SIX MINUTE PERIOD PILOT IN VISUAL CONTACT WITH UNKNOWN 
AIRCRAFT HE MADE TWO REFERENCES WHICH INFERRED THE OBJECT WAS NOT 
AN ARCRAFT. 

REQUEST ANY INFORMATION WHICH MAY ASSIST INVESTIGATION OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF MISSING AIRCRAFT. 

I . A . SMITH ASSU 24100145. 
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PRIVATE 
SOUTHERN AIR SERVICES 
P. VALENT I CH 

21 OCTOBER 1973 1914 HOURS E3T 
BASS STRAIT NEAR KING IS A\0 



THE AI RC F AF~ 
KING ISLAND 



DEPARTED MOOR ABB I N AT i819 -OURS FOE A F i-.r T 
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“ operating night vmc. 



AT 1900 HOURS THE PILOT REPORTED T^AT HE WAS AT CAPE 0 T wAY 



THE NORMAL REPORTING POSITION FOR SINGLE ENGINED AIRC (AE 
BEGINNING the OVERWATER CROSSING TO KPNG ISLAND. 



SHORTLY AFTER 1906 HOURS THE PILOT REPORTED 






there was a large aircraft in nis vicinity 
WAS ADVISED "HAT THERE WA5 >0 <NONN TRAFFIC IN THE AREA 
CONTINUE OVER SEVERA. MINUTES TO DESCRIBE THE MANOEUVfi-NG 
OF OBJECT NEAR - S A RCRAF" 



DESCRIBED T AS A uONS SHAPE 



- VARIOUSLY -AVING FOU* BRIGHT LIGHTS A GREEN 
L 1GH AND A METALLIC LIGH . 



L *? 1 0 HOURS Eg ADVISED MELBOURNE FSU TrA~ THE OSjECT hAD 



E -:E- DRIED AT FI 2 -OURS r WAT HIS ENG . ^E WAS RUrrJING ROUGH _Y 



N 



> 










— 

NSLBOUR - AS«FT h is I NTENTIOivS 

HE RE - Ird ’r-AT Hr I ' T F N D£ -j TO SO "«> K . NS ISLAND 






• AODEO • ‘ AT STRANGE AIRCRAFT 13 HOVERING ON T^P 






^exT cal-, from the aircraft was its call sign only 

HERE wAS NO FURTHER COMMUNICATION wi7.~ fh€ AIRCRAFT 
> WHICH OIC NOT ANSWER SUBSEQUENT CALLS . 

A search 0F‘ THE -> A S S strai AREAS IS IN PR SRESS, 
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NNNNSEN" s 23133Q A E S 7* 
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ww f. 














































AMMXYx 



-2.-Z 



pBfi. (-U 3 S.C-U 

ATTENTIOig SO | NTeL 

FEs^ Amml-Yl a Aste> 

TexT, 

Tet je"PHoM£ Co a/ v/€X.sattom 



OF 2.S OCT iQl? MOTlFV(W<0- 2>CTAti_s ©F 
c.i«X VH - DSJ M\£SfAj C oa J flight MB> 

To Kl <3*J 21 OCT l«?18 g ) 

R.£C< s«-t> of 03am*aum 'Catioha w itw 

Ai RCAaF ^ 0 c^imF i R.M __ Pilot Reported /aj 

Close vucmi'Kr ignt* limiden/tifietd 

Aircraft ov/etr, 8>ass strait ^ mo 

orHerft. K«J oWilJ AiRCR.il ft (W ARea ^ 

tX>R.lMC SIX MlNOTC -PFRlOb PILOT 

(M visual com tact with omkwoimA/ 
aircraft He MAbE two ReFeReMca 

WHlCW (iJFeRReb THE OBJ eCT WAS, 
rtoT AW Aircraft© 

Request amt iwfor^a atiom j 

WWcCH hat ASSIST IN VeSTlGATtONi OF _ 
ClRCOtfiASTAA/CtSS ©F MISSLM-<S AlRCRAF'o 



■V .4 



yA, 

A~£S / / -fiaj 










At a^c&Q'r mS 2f 

<3^frc*v 






I • 

J3 •> C2 v &tS^~ 



CXr'jb 



(a ) /X/^ i/*4C~ 

o/f , 





C*- ) ^&£'rjr p£es~ ^eyfic? 



^ r 

/Usry A^ ^ 5 7“S/^/^ 

^/ . | 

A. ^Lo ^ 7P X . / 

5/^/€ 



*3/4 /£ -S,-'i ''t'f d~ ^2^^-S->~-*- >, 

^ ^f\«e» L ^?^l* > ^ 455/^r#^ 

jZL-^ styS' y ; 

^ ^ 'U >4^*-rj H^t /O^—A* £^ £X^lsC^*^C 

s <zsf- <^\!^<? °''{/ c*s£~ . 

$ 

/ Z / {)a *&7 v 4 ^*s^ . 

v 



1 



/O / ?ls& 



l '^y^-&\J **G\y 

’- \s& ^ 7 sO~ 



^^-^9 i^'^n^C^r 







&**-/o ~ 7 ?. 




f OJ 

f W- ^1 Cb^etev/ 






\/H--7> 5 J" — 



c/<C -*5^L-C2 . 

C e^/cs^o ^ . 

✓' // ^ y/ZZ^ C^*^ C32^^ / - 

'^L* 3 — • <*?-£ Y^'fc t ' ' 

jLc^>^y sJLL**o- .v(<^ . 



/ < C l 



/ 

- ,. '(■ f4SC 




^c? •/£?• "7 ^ • 

i^^-. CVn- . /O'-?? 



^t^t. 






6 ^ayt-cf^y 1^ 
s^ 2 -^ yf<l^ /rf'&f- . 

'^Z^-Ct'^L. 





<^S*7"« 



. 



'tufrrcd a/ &cJ/_ 



S/^S -' 7 ^-,- — &<?>&<&*'-* — if 'ZO'&KZ* 

*5^ &' 

JP^UOX /Z<^ if i - l!llU - § 



A/v-^ni 



?>>X v 



i 



— 



— 



* 






VI! Qnh.Jty-l 






4? 



*\r'K <pP d£ZjZ^r^<?— 

l/ty - t>3'J~ c^v J2*jZ .?i r *rc'7pr) . 

^i'«>v/^4? ~~^>0 ~^>~^} 



. ^Z-'~x/~lZ^Z &-ct ^CZ i >Zez^,Zc/ ^'r^-&/&-C -eZZefi-^ 

&*- j/SySS- s*sg> - 'S^za^CZ* - ^a . 

'T q£ 6. /o /H4 >~g^i. '-» 

c C*/ / ' CX . ^^rn-^'ZZ yZz^^- ~ Z 

si/lP <**■ Z^-iZ ZZr-*. . Z&r***c**Z^V-e^ S 

&**- ,2^7 / O 

'. j^OotZ ^zJ*^\Zt*yr z z S'. 

• ‘ <T-czy? ^~j 0. *■ 

'~y ~ } '~^ / 7 &C &Ax*Z- . z^ 

^/t 2 . !p . ^/t / cdt*Z/^Z &*?-^. I'* '-a*4riZZ-7 

ynj^Pt^-d- . &7 k. Jzut^-^Zy/ ‘5/^*5. 

.-C^ \ — ^hZZ^-^Z v 4 - cP-cc^P d P-m. Z'^ZZ^-c d-eyc* 

^X,Z^^c^On. ^e-<Z 'Z<X- &tZ^r>JZZ>Z 





«%■ /o d% 



MfP 



v^c^w Zo C^-^e>Z^^y sZgl 

dey? ^yP\^t<Z- y^z-n^ZZ ^zZi 
ZZ&ZP jZ^cZ ^CzZyCZ^z^Z^y , 




J 



7 



(U\sCw^ j^i/e.«iP^f 9 v/M'Ds^ ^ 2' £?«jf»bev' >9 7$ 

^ir-Z^l^- ^iX^O^Ct- ^Z)ats£rj£<. IksV^ . 



/ 7 . 




&^&xzC 5~ SO -?® 



s€y*-e- 











&U**& x*/S /^-osj 

s'-’ -Cfr-1*X? 1^-e^-eJc^C , ..'&£tx££u*s-c~jr ^V <--v^ ^^- 4 *^* 

(P^C<XlX f C*&~* r&XT-Cs^ 1 ^ 

__ s4S\J&~l^-L*^ c^*»v ^1 ^ !? ^ 5 

. /^ ^C*-?ZZ'Z? 

/ - './5^ C-^c ^&-Qnj . C&++4* .^'^T^'B^v- t . ^ rg > 



£(P* < = XS^ ^*V 

/3<£>0 — / ~7GO *^+>*+<*+3 £ <s z>'? 

r r\ J S / Jll / ^ ✓ ✓ . , / 

oxf '. 




A-«»hC^T^O 



><?t ^* .- <^"V- , 



_ (iP^ tj^^iit'^e*.^ ^7 LsC^/'* 7 * 




<y~ i^N^ ' 

•*u/ ^ . / fl . 7 ? C^ 

tZZ^TZtUiJ Z? ~5£> ^Cc^c^ £ST z^^y/ 

"7^70 7 ^ 7v ^t- 

£5^^p/ 

,■■ 7^®- &-&-€^^ar /^a. / Or-***^ i<^»» , 

/^e sCAJ&*-t/d \^+t*y-t <=*jf /7c3 0/^*i t«? 

^ ^7" r-w s^ot &£*■ 

<,S ^/-^Vv^vc^ 

/"?OC> 

^ cT^V' P - +~£- 

£T? 

<!t<? > fX^Z* 

/^' x&f'rzt.'f* 




r J&cK^*-L-' \ C>^ds\ 






_ 






— — - ^-7 ^ ^ w ^ --^ — 1 

^iSK /^V y 



^/ro^ir 



/^h. _^-, *^j^*'**tv«i‘i rfl^ j/^\^ /Cu-cS 

ts^*~'’ t - • // ^ Ci ^ <rw/ , As 

^ ScA- A&A 




/^ C *~'**y* *<-w^ V^ <vw . < >c-t-c^^» 

i^V^Nn ^ 4M 6 e ' 





/Vlv 



k /^- , ^< !i : « . - . /-—»-> 










f* 

<yJ 











/^~-' c^s -4 ,/A-^-/ _xO''?*‘^Lv 



--<£</£ ^/wJ, 2 ^ 



"* *W -<^~&-p_^L */t^-CJl 



w^r f . 

U>/ s£+t£iL _^Lj. ^££cf \^L ^/Z-ezl 

Auf C^a-AO ^t+v ~^*sL si^g? 

P^s/ 




-Axt 'st&ZLaJ, : -fetUs 

A^xCxC £? >*C<^( » X^^L- >^L 



7f ? <J 



^ ^SCo^- /*S-e 

^^C-tf/ L^LlA 2^4= ^ 0 ^. ^t/i-~ 



& 



ly &Aa* < ~ cAt <S-**1 &l-t<l *x*vP^^ ^ZcJAe~^f 

S^/i ~C*f w^*y^ 7H<^^d 0 U<J& -cA 

y/« c^J SzZ# /ft ' ' y 









U*t*--csL AL^A. 



firf' 



-2- 



/4* 



/£/. lhlbf~ '-^<-' C*e*-«^(&L fita l#~ , 



45^^' .^ly ^'-’ -*-^-C U-tvu 

/ * Vv^X ' . ~/ , 

S'^COt^X^y ^ &+>, — — ' <v '^A^-0^ y^yc*^* 0 




W< ^(d7 .^ra^ -< 

r x> % ' . ri* 0*-»* pOCe^'-J - 







3 «^L _ &S^ <*y 4L&& 




O^i 

v4 / ^cS>/ y 

n^^V' «/£t? £^7<* v^ ^Xa^CJ^ 0t~ >^L 



tvi^v 

_>££, >^**^ ^<^*o/n^i ^ v?y ^<^ » /.^ » aG**J£— 

<L& ■£<> sJi z^~r a~£l^« 

j jdbt 











&/£*& % '(S£*£^+^>/ t^T-7 

'~/‘ ^t^U-TX, ^r* ,< *r - 1 




/<?**<> ^ 




. [/ *J2*a-ji£<-cJL 

*t*^4r*— £-4 al*^ 




- A^*-i ( ■^~~7 4A^ &s(.Ca> & 1 ^//^y ,<, y 



dr^i 



&as^£ sjes&c 



/ 



a~^ ^ 




-3- 






* /*/■<- **t'w?7 v/ ^^c-Tt-^-^. 

J/T -// Av**a^ JU4j?t_ j^vC ^ 

/'^-/a-i~'/ <^C^\ A_-'*T7 _>//? £\r ~\ — V <-^ yfZ*J^£'Q+*/ /<> A^-C Ci^teJi ^&~Q 

^'-t /^C /U^-Tf ^>S\s 



■CHOC' 




tf *7*- 



/^^[sZy ^ ,/<C^ ^ — >/- /vc>7" £?»v^ 

zt£Z7 1 /aJ2-Is*^- LC^ ^\yt'-? &<QiZ-u = 

‘-'^ &/lyy 4- C^yyy/^£ '-> y^V' 0 \£ Cs yf ^ 

<^*^/ f^) ^<~*f ±*edtL&4L <Ot~^y 

^i^pL s?£ Iki <* 0^y^<7~ Cjk-t^> eyyz^ *^L&{ ' 

/^d ^^-C~iA- t *^y ,^s A^ A^Z 1/ CL^-^sJ^ <-&/- AK -£*-£-" 

j£*-*s( 3£&c3L /C~~*-7 cc Oy?*£**^ cb*-*-*-Z.y 

SC/iZZ CtUyf? /V ^ren'**' /^L^ji^if- / f7 & , &u*~JL. y 

£ysoJ Ar^y'*? /Lb ^?-m_ V 

a, if^Ls- r> Ay Z> *t*Z -t^ /S-^ <_d e ^-^' 

-^f£e-jL Z7^t Jiyi^Cc*/ 0 UCOC\j 0(_ i\y> 

W £u^fu^y /£^e<y** ^i y <t U^aJs ^ ^> fc»g#» 

AjL<!L^ 1*-^-^ S**-*~y ^Z^TJL <cC if'XjZP [/ ^A^^-djP 

/ //~' Cf-x^sh A^sL £+As 4~ jZtA<A ^ Si i ^ 

&tstyysr ^^T'j.y’ c£&-^~*- <^Ai^Ji.y 










”*^,^2 (yCiKjh^^c-U r ^v 

xC^V^^W/-i- Q^o 0L*cJtA0tU <?v^ 

/°Jl^^ . /Sc <&£y0e4 tfA-fit tx 

<?J. *A~Z. • •/ y - ’ - <gLc^ tfM u / //^ /Sy 




7 . 

'Alleys '*~p? 



-V— 



fee. 



Ac?'?' As 4 C/p*/^ -t 

&£ /^AUktly* (Uyt?A^C&$*y* L'^ tA-C**jAA f^e-x£, /\-xX 

^£fi6*. Cty* y^PXv/A^ £s_A 4s4-*^5Zf A^~ , 

/cAs&AC — fLAuiO -<A X«V 

A*+ ^ X ^ 

*A44^-AsCsJ>4 * /^vO CAs^P^X^ 

Ofaii iW ^•-'V <^7 

y^PXyX-A^ X3*^- — 6^/t2^'^' ^c->-^xXS-y <^^tc- 

(A-tX. hJm? < 4* ^ XXA* C^j ^ Ajf fitAjt cf 

si^/^/A AoA^ 1 xS ^pA^-^jA /AX C-J^r/sAAt 

Jt/* £ax~x AxAzAp l_ . _ 



/ 



CAa (/(uL^t *sA<«<A £s"Q tA^y . -c A-t-t S*- 
L-* -CAs^tZ-y* ^/Ak) A~yx _a&-cA*l}/ 0 a^ £Ae Aye? A* /^sy* j^*/^4— ^ • 

—sA^Ajs^AL c^ s***f j^,y /^u^v AAy 

£*~A~ y ^sA* u/^c/ £A&v<-A- s^ X^A >— r- /£^v- ^ 

*s Cc~&d^ ' C> ~~ C ^ xAa^M < XX— ~ /=—»-* £*<~4n*-rx lx^AA<-A<-cA 

^~*>**f ^^<$AZ ^ £x*^(A~ A*S~C *^-£4%^ ^ZsLx'C' 4 +*£^7 ^^iAAx^ 

^ / ' L &< A'jf? •^ / O^'Q*^' •> — ~^$~JjL . 



'^txAc^s _ ______ _ _ _. 

fi- ^^uv*-^' . I/aXAsS <-cA jXf s?A(A 2 



A^ A oy^Ax AA cX A&*+~<- A A? 



O^caA 



Ax 



A aV « >o /^A7 



Jf AJA al 



Qx^yt 



*y? . . , _ _ 

i-'"'*^-' ^A_cs^~ 0~@e£*i ^cAtA A-CiXA^ AA tA A^L, l\s-C*-~lA 

AAi* tA~ / 0 * 0 "0 /^/^1 , ■r-^~cA. 

' ' ' ~*ul f C/>l<xxt , 

h- 



fpcX/ 

^C_ A\t 

^ /^wCiv^ ✓^'^‘7 

A^stn aA-j v ^-i^A~cAp \ A^t- A — ^ ‘^C^c c^ 

-XU, 6yXA yA ^ ^</- cX J • Av Am ^ i^JL^ Ax-*<r 

^fv* / y ^ y£fA-<L- yAs~^s -exf s^s-A? t^c^-eX 

^ &. A^Aps (^^o^w^c^vL X^y y' X^yyXZc iX CscaA • 

£-' lA*”' -*- -^cA^y-Ct^ *~* / ^~/ r cV 



4 



/b 0 



/ ^0^4^ ^4) <*»«-* '^v/ S' ^ -^Q //o f» n i,tf . 

'v / C > <— {S/^-*/ — s-^_~ c/C 

^ >4 A/ ^v*. <iVf _^^£. 



£ »v^ 4-£c^2/2-cO<V^ . 









C /% ./V 

f Of? 5 



fit • 



/-’- 3?fJ°6f 
f3 . ■— h *f o d t x ^3/ 

4l/ft 






A 



1 



W 4 ^ 





c/i& 




^ ^ Vh “ DSS - 2.1 / 91 & 



Z ^y/' Pt^ Ciu^LcOu K^M^tL l. (JjlsW /Z fLxtfljZo^ yfr-- X u tk^toi*- /y??r ' 

lM^xaC. 



ltiis?4 (fiMo^da i%LA&L£o^ */ of\> \ f*bt>LcL 

Rr-^Xo^ ( vrT 4 e if ^ U^ <2L C^C4^ j£u v •<*/*■* ? 

t fu /v 6 j r <^ 4 rc 4 . C. .CVvvC 'Vv c^ 31 ( 6 cO*Xw? 7 f 

/Lln& ^ix ^ybu cA- dt [Z^C{i,o~juJ GlJJj ^cjl Cl^cZ CL<^s<QeL tuD 0 »^t « »* f i^. 




/*£ 



£i 

tc*J<u ^ Jfc(f f>X>d: 

ylijis]/) frtcxGitd /jfcjjfc uj+o H pfurs* d 

lltJ: jsJL cw>o^A» c ( /dt u/A-Tj Lc - €) u> ^ /^CVVvv.o«^c «-8 , 95 

^^syotvU^- 



7 V^ 



~A (ju&Mst*d /3-4_ Lost OCM^K 1^4 Potpy^IdcL 0^ ^J.y 
'^ZoLt lO C^t otjM- ^ ft ^ cxMtU^t 4 

I^Sx^-htl UX/~U. C~l M cic^~. &^j4}*<3J* t f )> J JSksmlUf — 

Pt>c £ ~ Q^eJif UdorQrJJL /aVc^ < ^C- JLG*SJ*S>0'Ct(d 

1st (^COv^ S2^<SeU~lr tip Ur tlost (c LojX lofQO-tty^ U faJLd 4 

ta-Ui Ur &«st CX^ \.ciisr-d(M <\~^qLt „ «^ 7 f jo^L 1 

u &u iu c*/** cb+xjuu+**$ y Cx^d ^ 

tit rOfiUci^A <rj \ cix^otdjXr^ cllotyt^LU*^ l &&€, (jC^cJL 

Hd. c%^d (7 So U*<~L %JL ^~ c ^y^i u >L j Ucu*- (%&&) /Lci~d 

( 7 ^7 _ ^ ou lO ‘^x v ^s(£ JLnrt Lth*- ci *-v- jj^rt {v 

/d-t O<xxrofi^ / ttd id ^ olU+- tu- / t jU# gro^cL. cdo-t^U ^ 

fi <bu4 x£ _>- j* /.c f ft »- f v4 /t 

4 Lo^t sO&^ ci 




(> k~kJ* 




(sit CtyUif+h-. t c^d <KA*y°^ tUjr ~v^i> doth? un^V-C. Aw <^" tf 

U^'U^ Xc^«rU 2 L«¥ ; (/o,(su£i( Cv^KO y^ 7 >^ 0 --C'A ^ ^ '^&+jT*C>( 

Ci^d Ccf-/i(i jY^/ r ] C ~ C>< ^ yCou ~ /»4(6M [a-> (^ytAxat 



C 






W_ 



jC&UW? Lc^d yTttx^Catdt , V-V-l AxLcU*- 







*-<? I^Ot^xlbb ,f \Z(aJsl^lc1. / 

/*€ (-05 J^tK- J l GL>ryc+Jc( f\. CaM 0.-^4: h>>rje ^ A CV“Oj^ 

(±V* * t© C-OOA- h-j L jj^ L •^O^t XcxJju. 6l^c/^K. /tfc. C"£ 

uSt&rZ*/ cXzLsYVb Jo^ /U /i»<aa!^C^ P<X*J~ 6-CS^Q l. ; O*^ * 

L j C*-JL r^topxxA tLke Oo oJe. CLCtSOrC- ^ L+-tl'( 

C^ij-O^jui I J &© E^T , ” 4 [a>4joX^l -6Hl jZlaX t^yjio J(<><- fi>^Jldl 

/to^i^ <xco<^ ^ot^- bAjy? v^o^ ^ o- Or^ Olejea^ Ut^jL**^ 

t© j-ctt^ /±j*- C^ijLSrtcf. fc C. A>&~*^/cC LtV* OSzh/t-A 2. 

6<- 0 [/ILoLC/4 j 2- L leJWZ trj Ja-^2 *-2 OtfWJ. 



-VvnXV'' 






^tM.^ Vft^fc. C.£ if U^ 4 ® #c -£c<-tv- Vo(- | 

CiXuj- U^k. & > tf (je^.(j&.' e d /f l Ot$*jdcX~ h.txr*- £fe 

tr4 Q-O-cC (KjJi (OoXk /s. C-OsA- C’^ ICXCL >^_>-Z-^f 



3* 



L ^tc (y LoM U 



O- < 

„ a * 



II I I ^ . -<rf( hly^jL 

(sJtl^t^-^e l<- ^■vrXJUutLxL sOcd.t. -^C " J 

U L (**£ \J i 'Ash-'h-X-L- t, 

zAx ' /^4ot u^c^c^t^’, /t «-» C^ J ^~!^'C^ (a-*L Ct*>~^c+x»-ct[ 

(h</^ k» ^yV-O cJ^/ Ots Co /{ 

;■____ ~ ^~i 
















/v_Ci-otK^c^tt /^. Clocr** . ML <_ 

4 ^r” "k^l 



L 





c/6 n „/ t&iZ. /3-i ( t^Jj. §~>*, ^loA L «t~ 

■V2*-^Z 1 ^ 4 ■ - ^ 



l ^-e oy^) 

(Po^-Jr-ta /r«. °’| 



\'ir£ C& 



} 






*1 






- i 



4 




_ f lyk, ($c£&-Lh^ (9T% ! 

/^e(_ \*jyb Aj^ 7 Cl^* 4 *d ^J: <-^*- 4^4 fj<^ (>» ( 3 Uv ^ ^ U ->«0 

<_'Cy< fc JjuQO-+*\SiJ& xdr t *^tL j r ^j~ -Vv-O-^i^ O- J j s->-l*-U 

Vft^l,^. Jfy l*r- txsfc O0Wv~t lxi~ tx~rJL ^4 Cr ! ( U> fOtJ*/fc*£<K 

LmAL^S^ C'fe.f /r /a/ (t*^. ^(s^cLtdCi) 4 b j 1 

tLt U LJK* /OC^CH'-f-d CC U/R, 4 / 4 - ^o^d,) o^J (~L~t (~it j, 

lq Ca~ oXtd a.* 4 4 , CotfP^) rfjthsr? t 2 ** 0 -Ltc^ c ^>*0 £»-<^ Ca -'^ / 4 a- 

4 <^|roe^( l\o-d f^p~ch 
£2? u t^e> £*vC_saXc*^w 



U>M- ^ 

■Vi CL 



8 



/ wCur? tv>«o e»-cc^< Xv*- 

^4 ^LcJ^ CrofO-(JjZ tb ^4cj *2 >XjCm/ 6c^< 
ZZSzj «l lj*A j(»*A}^ cf{ Vrj-tV^ aJr 

cn .1 / rrf LoU c^c^j^cCo. u e&t-tib. XX«_< 

’ 0-/ £jeX^ 4 kj£^ C 4 «%. - nc^-j" *-7 

(/^x^Xt-wXtc-L Ui>Ji C*£ ciZhJ 





/{/4 ^4oXl O 

4c tw Cr *^’ 4, ^ 3 ^ 

<# c^-Hi 4>*C t*Ad- !v-+s> jr+^cK oj L\s) yMXTZ tt gv* 4 fl4 
_ 44 (cm^ •^^//ttv Cu/^ tJ- M|A 4 ^tC' 4 . 0 ^. ( 

VO <P f c/g*- r -°^" <af>v 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 




AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 



Folio No 

Station Ml FS 

No 173 .... 

Reg. Off. No 

Central Off. No 



Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

cur 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION 9 APE OTWAY-KINQ ISLAM) Date 21.10,78 USS9I Time 99.12 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking °1® 2 YH-DSJ PILOT: Name and Initials VALENTICE 

0WNER/0PERAT0R.... 8 * A .* S ! FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 

IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 

Jfrivatr Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point First point of intended landing KJR . ISLAND pit. ]sj 0 . 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

impaired operating efficiency . 



AT 210819 VH DSJ DEPARTED MOO RABBIN ON A PRIVATE TRAVEL FLIGHT TO KINO ISLAND VIA 
CAPE OTWAY. AT 0900 HE RETORTED OVER CAPE OTWAY PROCEEDING TO KINO ISIAND. AT 0906 
HE INQUIRED IP THERE HAS' ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC 8050. (j’LEKSE RIFER TO ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT 
FOR EVENTS THAT FOLLOWED.} AT 0912 THE PH OT REPORT ZD A ROUCH RUNNINC MOTOR. 

ALERT PHASE DECLARED. THE AIRCRAFT THEN MADE A FURTHER REPORT THAT THE U.F.O. WAS 
STILL IN THE VICINITY. CONTACT WAS THEN LOST WITH THE AIRCRAFT. AT 0913 THE PS3 
OPERATOR BHCLARED DISTRESS PHASE BUT OPERATIONS ADVISED PHASE WAS TO REMAIN AT ALERT 
UNTIL ETA KINO ISLAND OF 0928. AT 0933 OPERATIONS UPGRADED PHASE TO DISTRESS. 



Signed.. P*C. Ring Designation A/7S03 Date 2l/to/78 

NOTE — If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 



Name ... 
Address 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 



Region 



on / / 



For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 

Date / / 



DOT 225 P 



For Director 



SIGNED 

Please note instructions at foot of this page. 



DESIGNATION 



DATE: / / 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 






SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: / / 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 



SIGNED 



DESIGNATION 



DATE: / / 



Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means; i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 



10673 '77 



C. J. Thompson, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer 
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INSTRUCTIONS -DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN 



i 

i 

i 
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1. Green shaded boxes are for completion by ATC or FS unit*. 

2. When submitting flight plan by telephone or radio, include in the order shown 
the items in the red shaded boxes appropriate to the flight category and class 
of operation; the items ROUTE SEGMENTS, FL/ALT and ETI should be given 
only in respect of reporting points, and ETI's totalled to indicate times between 
these points. 

3. Flight category ; Delete the categories which are not applicable. 

4. Class of Operation : Insert os appropriate 

(a) for regular public transport operations flight number or SPC and number 
if appropriate. 

NOTE : If operating under ANR 203 place X in the box provided. 

(b) Charier— CHTR. 

(c) Aerial work— AWK. 

(d) Private — PVT. 

(e) Military— MIL 



10. IFR and NGT VMC category operations should insert lowest safe altitudes in 
the LSALT' column for each route segment irrespective of flight procedure. 



11. In ‘FL or ALT’ column insert flight levels or altitudes, or B050 if a VFR flight 
outside controlled airspace will be conducted below 5.000 feet. 



12. In ‘FLT PROC' column insert flight procedure (UM/IFR. NGT VMC or VFR) 
for the particular route sections if the flight category has been quoted as ‘IFR'. 
Insert OCTA' if the intention is to stay outside CTA and this is not clear from 
other details for the route segment. Where position reports do not fully describe 
tho route to be flown insert VIA . . . . ' in this column. 



13. Remarks Section — 

(i) If area flight (eg. survey) intending to operate on scheduled reports, 
insert 'SKEDS/' and ensure that boundaries of the area of operation are 
fully described in the ROUTE SEGMENTS' column. 

(ii) Insert any other significant operational information for transmission. 

(hi) Pilots of aircraft not normally subject to. but desiring. ATC operational 
control servico in accordance with AIP RAC/OPS. insert RQ OPC. 



5. Communications Frequencies: VHF and HF to be indicated separately. If all 
appropriate route frequencies are available, insert R after letters V* and H’. 
If some routo frequencies aro available they should be specified. Where no route 
frequencies are available insert N' after ’V' or H* as applicable, it N* list those 
frequencies, if any. which will be used during tho flight. 

6. Radio navigation aids— delete those which are not carried, are not serviceable 
or which the pilot is not qualified to use. 



7. Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) — insort one only of the following letters 
to indicate tho SSR equipment carried : 




N no transponder carried, transponder unserviceable or will not be used. 

E transponder — no coding. 

F transponder— 64 codes— mode A. 

G transponder— 64 codes— modes A and B. 

H transponder— 4.096 codes— mode A. 

I transponder— 4.096 codes— modes A and B. 

In the ‘ROUTE SEGMENTS' column insert abbreviations for turning and 
reporting points, etc and mark with an asterisk those at which position reports 
are required, or will be made. 



OTHER INFORMATION 

In ’SURVIVAL BEACON' box insert V if carrying VSB on 121 5 MHz ; 
Xif carrying VS 8 on 243 MHz; VX if carrying VSB on 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz; 

In ‘PILOT STATUS* box insert SP when operating single pilot IFR and/or 
LI when pilot rated limited IFR only. 

Insert climbing indicated airspeed mach number for flights departing from 
a control zone. 



14. The fuel calculation box is designed to facilitate calculation of the fuel required 
for each flight stage The endurance figure must be shown for initial departure 
and for those flight stages subject to DCA‘s Operational Control and following 
refuelling Any subsequent amendment should bo notified in the relevant 
departure report. Insert TBA' for those stages for which a final fuel figure is 
not yet available. 



15. Pilots not on full position reporting, if a SARTIME is nominated, include the 
subsequent details on that line. If NOSAR (Note that NOSAR flights aro only 
permitted within 50 miles of the departure aerodrome) cross out the word 
SARTIME' and insert NOSAR'. 



9. In LSALT column insert lowest safe altitudes for each route segment to be 
flown IFR or LIM IFR flight procedure. 



16. Pilots of general aviation aircraft should complete the last two lines, particularly 
on flights over sparsely populated country, so that quick and effective SAR 
action can he taken when the need arises. 
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INITIAL ADVICE OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/MISHAP/INCIDENT 
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i’H- orr 



(a) Aircraft Type & Registration s C ! ^ 2./, , / u n ^-> j 

(b) Owner and/or Operator : - /^ytx-cs^ 

(c) CREW : Pilot Iy^kxA (/aiwfcd- Other Crew s _ Sct^Q 
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(d) Date and time of accident/incident (GMT) : a uo cmi 
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accident Investigation- - action arising 
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Acc No. A/c Type and Reg. Place Pilot 

Item Desp/Req/Obtained C I3NCL. ) Date Comple ted Re turned (ENCL) Date 

Pilot Rpt 
Pass. Rpt 
Other Rpt 

INTERIM RPT 
Pilot Log Book 
Pilot File 
Aircraft File 
Operations Manual 

MAINTENANCE 
Airframe Log Book 
Engine/Prop Log Book 
Maintenance Release 
Flight Record Card 

RETURN OF WRECKAGE RELEASED TO 

SPECIALIST REPORTS 

Engine 

Airframe 

Instru/Elec 

Weather 

Loading 

Other 

MEDICAL - AUTOPSY/OTHER 
Outside Enquiries 
Final Report 

Investigation Responsibility 



(At completion of investigation place on inside of rear file cover) 
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